CH. 12.] SESSION LAWS, 1961.

CHAPTER 12.

[H.B.2.]
MOTOR VEHICLES—TITLE 46 RCW REENACTMENT.

AN Act Relating to vehicles; providing for the regulation and licensing
thereof and of persons in relation thereto; providing for the collection
and disposition of moneys; enacting a vehicle code to be known as
Title 46 of the Revised Code of Washington—“Motor Vehicles”; pro-
viding penalties; repealing certain acts and parts of acts; and declaring
an emergency.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of the State of Washington:

TITLE 46

MOTOR VEHICLES

Chapter 46.04
DEFINITIONS

46.04.010 Scope and construction of terms. Terms used in this
title shall have the meaning given to them in this chapter except
where otherwise defined, and unless where used the context
thereof shall clearly indicate to the contrary.

Words and phrases used herein in the past, present or future
tense shall include the past, present and future tenses; words and
phrases used herein in the masculine, feminine or neuter gender
shall include the masculine, feminine and neuter genders; and
words and phrases used herein in the singular or plural shall in-
clude the singular and plural; unless the context thereof shall
indicate to the contrary.

46.04.020 Alley. “Alley” means a public highway not designed
for general travel and used primarily as a means of access to the
rear of residences and business establishments.

46.04.030 Arterial highway. “Arterial highway” means every
public highway, or portion thereof, designed as such by proper au-
thority.

46.04.040 Authorized emergency vehicle. “Authorized emer-
gency vehicle” means any vehicle of any fire department, police
department, sheriff’s office, coroner, prosecuting attorney, Wash-
ington state patrol, ambulance service, public or private, which
need not be classified, registered or authorized by the state com-
mission on equipment, or any other vehicle authorized in writing
by the state commission on equipment.
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46.04.050 Auto stage. “Auto stage” means any motor vehicle
used for the purpose of carrying passengers together with inciden-
tal baggage and freight or either, on a regular schedule of time
and rates: Provided, That no motor vehicle shall be considered to
be an auto stage where substantially the entire route traveled by
such vehicle is within the corporate limits of any city or town
or the corporate limits of any adjoining cities or towns.

46.04.060 Axle. “Axle” means structure or structures in the
same or approximately the same transverse plane with a vehicle
supported by wheels and on which or with which such wheels
revolve.

46.04.070 Bicycle. “Bicycle” means every vehicle having a sad-
dle for the use of the rider, operated by human power, and designed
to travel on not more than three wheels in contact with the ground,
but excluding a farm tractor.

46.04.080 Business district. “Business district” means the terri-
tory contiguous to and including the public highway when fifty
percent or more of the frontage thereon on either side thereof for
a continuocus distance of three hundred feet or more is occupied
by buildings in use for business.

46.04.090 Cancel. “Cancel,” in all its forms, means the invalida-
tion indefinitely and until successful application, but shall be for
a period of not less than one year.

46.04.100 Center line. “Center line” means the line, marked or
unmarked, parallel to and equidistant from the sides of the road-
way of a public highway.

46.04.110 Center of intersection. “Center of intersection” means
the point of intersection of the center lines of the roadway of in-
tersecting public highways.

46.04.120 City street. “City street” means every public high-
way, or part thereof located within the limits of cities and towns,
except alleys.

46.04.130 Combination of vehicles. “Combination of vehicles”
means every combination of motor vehicle and trailer or motor
vehicle and semitrailer the principal use of which is the transporta-
tion of commodities, merchandise, produce, freight, or animals.

46.04.140 Commercial vehicle. “Commercial vehicle” means
any vehicle the principal use of which is the transportation of
commodities, merchandise, produce, freight, animals, or passengers
for hire.

[ 2411



CH. 12.] SESSION LAWS, 1961.

46.04.150 County road. “County road” means every public
highway or part thereof, outside the limits of cities and towns and
which has not been designated as a state highway.

46.04.160 Crosswalk. “Crosswalk” means the portion of the
roadway between the intersection area and a prolongation or con-
nection of the farthest sidewalk line or in the event there are
no sidewalks then between the intersection area and a line ten
feet therefrom, except as modified by a marked crosswalk.

46.04.170 Explosives. “Explosives” means any chemical com-
pound or mechanical mixture that is commonly used or intended
for the purpose of producing an explosion, and which contains any
oxidizing or combustible units or other ingredients in such pro-
portions, quantities or packing that an ignition by fire, by fric-
tion, by concussion, by percussion or by detonation of any part
of the compound mixture may cause such a sudden generation
of highly heated gases that the resultant gaseous pressures are
capable of producing destructible effects on contiguous objects or
of destroying life or limb.

46.04.180 Farm Tractor. “Farm tractor” means every motor
vehicle designed and used primarily as a farm implement for
drawing plows, mowing machines, and other implements of hus-
bandry.

46.04.190 For hire vehicle. “For hire vehicle” means any motor
vehicle other than an auto stage used for the transporation of per-
sons for compensation.

46.04.200 Hours of darkness. ‘“Hours of darkness” means the
hours from one-half hour after sunset to one-half hour before sun-
rise, and any other time when persons or objects may not be clearly
discernible at a distance of five hundred feet.

46.04.210 Flammable liquid. “Flammable liquid” means any
liquid which has a flash point of 70° Fahrenheit, or less, as deter-
mined by a Tagliabue or equivalent closed cup test device.

46.04.220 Intersection area. “Intersection area” means the area
embraced within the prolongation of the lateral curb lines, or, if
there are no curb lines, or, if there are no curbs, then the lateral
roadway boundary lines, of two or more public highways which
join one another at an angle, whether or not such highways cross
one another.

46.04.230 Intersection center marker. “Intersection center
marker” means any standard, button, flag, painted or raised marker,
or other device located at and intended to designate the approxi-
mate center of intersection.
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46.04.240 Intersection control area. “Intersection control area”
means intersection area, together with such modification of the ad-
jacent roadway area as results from the arc of curb corners and
together with any marked or unmarked crosswalks adjacent to the
intersection.

46.04.250 Intersection entrance marker. “Intersection entrance
marker” means any standard, button, flag, caution sign, stop sign,
or other device located at approximately the point of intersection
of the center line of an intersecting public highway with the
nearest line of the intersection control area on the approach thereto.

46.04.260 Laned highway. “Laned highway” means a highway
the roadway of which is divided into clearly marked lanes for
vehicular traffic.

46.04.270 Legal owner. “Legal owner” means a mortgagee or
owner of the legal title to a vehicle.

46.04.280 Local authorities. “Local authorities” includes every
county, municipal, or other local public board or body having
authority to adopt local police regulations under the Constitution
and laws of this state.

46.04.290 Marked crosswalk. “Marked crosswalk” means any
portion of a roadway distinctly indicated for pedestrian crossing
by lines or other markings on the surface thereof.

46.04.300 Metal tire. “Metal tire” includes every tire, the bear-
ing surface of which in contact with the highway is wholly or
partly of metal or other hard, nonresilient material.

46.04.310 Motor truck. “Motor truck” means any motor vehicle
designed or used for the transportation of commodities, merchan-
dise, produce, freight, or animals.

46.04.320 Motor vehicle. “Motor vehicle” shall mean every
vehicle which is self-propelled and every vehicle which is propelled
by electric power obtained from overhead trolley wires, but not
operated upon rails.

46.04.330 Motorcycle. “Motorcycle” means every motor vehicle
having a saddle for the use of the rider and designed to travel on
not more than three wheels in contact with the ground, but exclud-
ing a farm tractor.

46.04.340 Muffler. “Mufller” means a device consisting of a
series of chambers, or other mechanical designs for the purpose
or receiving exhaust gas from an internal combustion engine and
effective in reducing noise resulting therefrom.
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46.04.350 Multiple lane highway. “Multiple lane highway”
means any public highway the roadway of which is of sufficient
width to reasonably accommodate four or more separate lanes of
vehicular traffic, two or more lanes in each direction, each lane of
which shall be not less than eight feet in width and whether or not
such lanes are marked and whether or not the lanes of opposite
bound traffic are separated by a neutral zone or other center line
marking.

46.04.360 Nonresident. “Nonresident” means any person whose
residence is outside this state and who is temporarily sojourning
within this state.

46.04.370 Operator. “Operator” means every person who is in
actual physical control of a motor vehicle upon a public highway.

46.04.380 Owner. “Owner” means a person who holds a title
of ownership of a vehicle, or in the event the vehicle is subject
to an agreement for the conditional sale or lease thereof with a
right of purchase upon performance of the conditions stated in the
agreement and with the immediate right of possession vested in the
conditional vendee or lessee, or in the event a mortgagor of a vehicle
is entitled to possession, then any such conditional vendee or lessee,
or mortgagor having a lawful right of possession or use and control
for a period of ten or more successive days.

46.04.390 Peace officer. “Peace officer” includes any officer
authorized by law to execute criminal process or to make arrests
for the violation of the statutes generally or of any particular
statute or statutes relative to the public highways of this state.

46.04.400 Pedestrian. “Pedestrian” means any person afoot.

46.04.405 Person. “Person” includes every natural person, firm,
copartnership, corporation, association, or organization.

46.04.410 Pneumatic tires. “Pneumatic tires” includes every tire
of rubber or other resilient material designed to be inflated with
compressed air to support the load thereon.

46.04.414 Pole trailer. “Pole trailer” means every vehicle with-
out motive power designed to be drawn by another vehicle and
attached to the towing vehicle by means of a reach, or pole, or by
being boomed or otherwise secured to the towing vehicle, and
ordinarily used for transporting long or irregular shaped loads such
as poles, pipes, logs or structural members capable, generally, of
sustaining themselves as beams between the supporting connections.

46.04.420 Private road or driveway. “Private road or driveway”
includes every way or place in private ownership and used for
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travel of vehicles by the owner or those having express or implied
permission from the owner, but not by other persons.

46.04.430 Public highway. “Public highway” includes every
way, lane, road, street, boulevard, and every way or place in the
state open as a matter of right to public vehicular travel both inside
and outside the limits of cities and towns.

46.04.435 Public scale. “Public scale” means every scale under
public or private ownership which is certified as to its accuracy
and which is available for public weighing.

46.04.440 Railroad. “Railroad” means a carrier of persons or
property upon vehicles, other than street cars, operated upon
stationary rails, the route of which is principally outside cities and
towns.

46.04.450 Railroad sign or signal. “Railroad sign or signal”
means any sign, signal, or device erected by authority of a public
body or official or by a railroad and intended to give notice of
the presence of railroad tracks or the approach of a railroad train.

46.04.460 Registered owner. ‘“Registered owner” means a per-
son who holds a certificate of ownership of a vehicle, or in the
event the vehicle is subject to an agreement for the conditional sale
or lease thereof with a right of purchase upon performance of the
conditions stated in the agreement and with the immediate right of
possession vested in the conditional vendee or lessee, or in the event
a mortgagor of a vehicle is entitled to possession, then any such
conditional vendee or lessee, or mortgagor having a lawful right
of possession or use and control for a period of ten or more successive
days.

46.04.470 Residence district. “Residence district” means the
territory contiguous to and including a public highway not com-
prising a business district, when the property on such public high-
way for a continuous distance of three hundred feet or more on
either side thereof is in the main improved with residences or
residences and buildings in use for business.

46.04.480 Revoke. “Revoke,” in all its forms, means the invalida-
tion for a period of one calendar year and thereafter until reissue.

46.04.490 Road tractor. “Road tractor” includes every motor
vehicle designed and used primarily as a road building vehicle in
drawing road building machinery and devices.

46.04.500 Roadway. “Roadway” means the paved, improved, or
proper driving portion of a public highway designed, or ordinarily
used for vehicular travel.
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46.04.510 Safety zone. “Safety zone” means the area or space
officially set apart within a roadway for the exclusive use of pedes-
trians and which is protected or is marked or indicated by painted
marks, signs, buttons, standards, or otherwise, so as to be plainly
discernible.

46.04.520 School Bus. “School bus” means any motor vehicle
owned by a public or governmental agency and operated for the
transportation of children to or from school or school activities or
privately owned and operated for compensation for the transporta-
tion of children to or from school or school activities.

46.04.530 Semitrailer. “Semitrailer” includes every vehicle
without motive power designed to be drawn by a motor vehicle or
truck tractor and so constructed that an appreciable part of its
weight and that of its load rests upon and is carried by such motor
vehicle or truck tractor.

46.04.540 Sidewalk. “Sidewalk” means that property between
the curb lines or the lateral lines of a roadway and the adjacent
property, set aside and intended for the use of pedestrians or such
portion of private property parallel and in proximity to a public
highway and dedicated to use by pedestrians.

46.04.550 Solid tire. “Solid tire” includes every tire of rubber
or other resilient material which does not depend upon inflation
with compressed air for the support of the load thereon.

46.04.560 State highway. ‘“State highway” includes every pri-
mary and secondary state highway or part thereof.

46.04.570 Street car. “Street car” means a vehicle other than a
train for transporting persons or property and operated upon sta-
tionary rails principally within cities and towns.

46.04.580 Suspend. “Suspend,” in all its forms, means invali-
dation for any period less than one calendar year and thereafter
until reinstatement.

46.04.585 Temporarily sojourning. “Temporarily sojourning,” as
the term is used in chapter 46.04, shall be construed to include any
nonresident who is within this state for a period of not to exceed
six months in any one year.

46.04.590 Traffic. “Traffic” includes pedestrians, ridden or herded
animals, vehicles, street cars, and other conveyances either singly
or together, while using any public highways for purposes of travel.

46.04.600 Traffic control signal. “Traffic control signal” means
any traffic device, whether manually, electrically, or mechanically
operated, by which traffic alternately is directed to stop or proceed
or otherwise controlled.
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46.04.610 Traffic devices. “Traffic devices” includes all signs,
signals, markings, and devices placed or erected by authority of a
public body or official having jurisdiction, for the purpose of regu-
lating, warning, or guiding traffic.

46.04.620 Trailer. “Trailer” means every vehicle without
motive power designed for being drawn by or used in conjunction
with a motor vehicle constructed so that no appreciable part of its
weight rests upon or is carried by such motor vehicle.

46.04.630 Train. “Train” means a vehicle propelled by steam,
electricity, or other motive power with or without cars coupled
thereto, operated upon stationary rails, except street cars.

46.04.640 Trolley vehicle. “Trolley vehicle” means a vehicle the
motive power for which is supplied by means of a trolley line and
which may or may not be confined in its operation to a certain por-
tion of the roadway in order to maintain trolley line contact.

46.04.650 Truck tractor. “Truck tractor” means any motor truck
designed and used primarily for drawing a semitrailer and not
constructed to carry a load thereon other than a part of the weight of
such semitrailer and load so drawn.

46.04.660 Used vehicle. “Used vehicle” means a vehicle which
has been sold, bargained, exchanged, given away, or title transferred
from the person who first took title to it from the manufacturer or
first importer, dealer, or agent of the manufacturer or importer,
and so used as to have become what is commonly known as “second-
hand” within the ordinary meaning thereof.

46.04.670 Vehicle. “Vehicle” includes every device capable of
being moved upon a public highway and in, upon, or by which any
persons or property is or may be transported or drawn upon a
public highway, excepting devices moved by human or animal
power or used exclusively upon stationary rails or tracks.

46.04.680 Director—Department. “Director” means the director
of licenses and “department” means the department of licenses.

Chapter 46.08

GENERAL PROVISIONS

46.08.010 State preempts licensing field. The provisions of this
title relating to the certificate of ownership, certificate of license
registration, vehicle license, vehicle license plates and vehicle opera-
tor’s license shall be exclusive and no political subdivision of the
state of Washington shall require or issue any licenses or certificates
for the same or a similar purpose, nor shall any city or town in this
state impose a tax, license, or other fee upon vehicles operating ex-
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clusively between points outside of such city or town limits, and to
points therein.

46.08.020 Precedence over local vehicle and traffic regulations.
The provisions of this title relating to vehicles shall be applicable
and uniform throughout this state and in all incorporated cities
and towns and all political subdivisions therein and no local
authority shall enact or enforce any law, ordinance, rule or regula-
tion in conflict with the provisions of this title except and unless
expressly authorized by law to do so and any laws, ordinances, rules
or regulations in conflict with the provisions of this title are hereby
declared to be invalid and of no effect. Local authorities may, how-
ever, adopt additional vehicle and traffic regulations which are
not in conflict with the provisions of this title.

46.08.030 Uniformity of application. The provisions of this title
relating to the operation of vehicles shall be applicable and uniform
upon all persons operating vehicles upon the public highways of
this state, except as otherwise specifically provided.

46.08.040 Application to bicycle riding, animal drawn vehicle,
etc. Every person riding a bicycle or an animal or driving any
animal or operating any nature of conveyance or drawing any
vehicle upon any public highway of this state shall be subject to the
provisions of this title relating to the operation of vehicles and ap-
plicable to the operator of a vehicle except those provisions of the
law which, by their nature, can have no application.

46.08.050 Exemption from vehicle operation provisions—Emer-
gency vehicles, highway work, other. The provisions of this title
relating to the operation of vehicles upon the public highways of
this state shall not apply:

(1) To any authorized emergency vehicle properly equipped as
required by law and actually responding to an emergency call or in
immediate pursuit of an actual or suspected violator of the law, with-
in the purpose for which such emergency vehicle has been author-
ized, but this shall not relieve the operator of an authorized emer-
gency vehicle of the duty to operate with due regard for the safety
of all persons using the public highway, nor shall it protect the
operator of any such emergency vehicle from the consequences of a
reckless disregard for the safety of others: Provided, That the pro-
visions of this section shall in no event extend any special privilege
or immunity to operate an authorized emergency vehicle for any
purpose other than that for which it has been authorized.

(2) To any person, teams, vehicles, or other equipment while
actually engaged in authorized work upon the surface of a public
highway insofar as suspension of the provisions of this title is
reasonably necessary for the carrying on of such work, if reasonable
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precautions are taken to apprise and protect the users of such
public highway, but this exception shall not apply to such persons,
teams, vehicles, and other equipment when traveling to and from
such work.

(3) To any persons or vehicles, insofar as they may be specifi-
cally exempted from any provision or provisions of this title.

46.08.060 Classification as emergency vehicles— Approval of
operators. Any person, firm, corporation or municipal corpora-
tion desiring to have a vehicle registered as an authorized emergency
vehicle shall make application for such classification to the state
commission on equipment. Following such inquiry as is considered
necessary, the state commission on equipment may issue or refuse
such authorization. The director of licenses shall further require
that there be submitted information concerning any person or per-
sons who will operate such authorized emergency vehicle and it
shall be unlawful for any such person, firm, corporation or municipal
corporation and the responsible officer thereof to permit the opera-
tion of such authorized emergency vehicle by any person not ap-
proved as operator thereof by the director of licenses.

46.08.065 Publicly owned vehicles to be marked—Exceptions.
It shall be unlawful for any public officer having charge of any
vehicle owned by the state of Washington or by any county, city,
town or other public body in this state and used in public business
to operate the same upon the public highways of this state unless and
until there shall be painted upon such automobile or other motor ve-
hicle in letters of contrasting color not less than two inches in
height in a conspicuous place on the left side thereof, the words
“State of Washington” or the name of such county, city, town or
other public body, together with the name of the department or office
upon the business of which the said vehicle is used: Provided, That
this section shall not apply to vehicles of the Washington state
patrol, sheriff’s office, police department, or any vehicles used by
peace officers under public authority for special or general purpose:
Provided further, That it shall be lawful and constitute compliance
with the provisions of this section for any department or office to
adopt and use in lieu of the lettering required a distinctive insignia,
approved by the state commission on equipment, and bearing sub-
stantially the same information as required herein.

46.08.070 Nonresidents, application to. Subject to a compli-
ance with the motor vehicle laws of the state and acceptance of
the provisions of this title, nonresident owners and operators of ve-
hicles hereby are granted the privilege of using the public highways
of this state, and use of such public highways shall be deemed and
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construed to be an acceptance by such nonresident owners and opera-
tors of the provisions of this title.

46.08.080 Liability of host for injury to guest in motor vehicle.
No person transported by the owner or operator of a motor
vehicle as an invited guest or licensee, without payment for such
transportation, shall have cause of action for damages against such
owner or operator for injuries, death or loss, in case of accident,
unless the accident was intentional on the part of the owner or op-
erator, or the result of said owner’s or operator’s gross negligence
or intoxication, and unless the proof of the cause of action is cor-
roborated by competent evidence or testimony independent of, or in
addition to, the testimony of the parties to the action: Provided,
That this section shall not relieve any owner or operator of a motor
vehicle from liability while it is being demonstrated to a prospec-
tive purchaser.

46.08.090 Powers of director of licenses. The director of licenses
shall have the general supervision and control of the issuing of
vehicle licenses and vehicle license number plates and shall have
the full power to do all things necessary and proper to carry out
the provisions of the law relating to the licensing of vehicles; he
shall have the power to appoint and employ deputies, assistants
and representatives, and such clerks as may be required from
time to time, and to provide for their operation in different parts
of the state, and he shall have the power to appoint the county au-
ditors of the several counties as his agents for the licensing of ve-
hicles.

46.08.100 County auditors, others, as agents of director—Appli-
cation fee. The county auditor, if appointed by the director, shall
carry out the provisions of this title relating to the licensing
of vehicles and the issuance of vehicle license number plates under
the direction and supervision of the director and may with the
approval of the director appoint assistants as special deputies to ac-
cept applications and collect fees for vehicle licenses and transfers
and to deliver vehicle license number plates.

At any time any application is made to the director, the county
auditor or other agent pursuant to any law dealing with licenses,
certificates of ownership, registration or the right to operate any
vehicle upon the public highways of this state, the applicant shall
pay to the director, county auditor or other agent a fee of fifty
cents for each application in addition to any other fees required by
law, which fee of fifty cents, if paid to the county auditor as agent
of the director, or if paid to an agent of the county auditor, shall
be paid to the county treasurer in the same manner as other fees col-
lected by the county auditor and credited to the county current ex-
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pense fund. In the event that such fee is paid to another agent of
the director, such fee shall be used by such agent to defray his
expenses in handling the application. All such filing fees collected
by the director or branches of his office shall be certified to the
state treasurer and deposited to the credit of the motor vehicle fund.

46.08.110 Certified copies of records —Fee. The director of
licenses shall have the power and it shall be his duty upon request
and payment of the fee as provided herein to furnish under seal
of the director of licenses certified copies of any records of the
department of licenses, except those for confidential use only. The
director of licenses shall charge and collect therefor the sum of one
dollar, together with ten cents, for each separate sheet of certi-
fied copies. Any funds accuring to the director of licenses under
this section shall be certified and sent to the state treasurer and
by him deposited to the credit of the highway safety fund.

46.08.120 Destruction of records by director. The director, in his
discretion, may destroy applications for vehicle licenses, copies
of vehicle licenses issued, applications for vehicle operators’ li-
censes, and copies of issued vehicle operators’ licenses, after they
have been on file in his office for a period of two years and cer-
tificates of title or registration or other documents, records or
supporting papers, on file in his office which have been photo-
graphed or reproduced on film for a period of not less than thirty
days: Provided, That there shall be retained and filed with the di-
rector, as a permanent record or otherwise, any records deemed
necessary or convenient for use in completing the case record
of any motor vehicle operator, or for any other purpose.

46.08.130 Destruction of records by county auditor. The county
auditor may destroy applications for motor vehicle licenses, copies
of motor vehicle licenses issued, applications for motor vehicle
operator’s licenses, and copies of issued motor vehicle operator’s
licenses, if any there be, after such records shall have been on
file in his office for a period of three years, unless otherwise di-
rected by the director of licenses.

46.08.140 Rules and regulations. The director of licenses is
hereby authorized to adopt and enforce such reasonable rules and
regulations as may be consistent with and necessary to carry out
the provisions relating to vehicle licenses, certificates of ownership
and license registration and vehicle operator’s licenses not in con-
flict with the provisions of this title.

46.08.150 Control of traffic on capitol grounds. The director of
general administration shall have power to devise and promulgate
rules and regulations for the control of vehicular and pedestrian

[251]



CH. 12.] SESSION LAWS, 1961.

traffic and the parking of motor vehicles on the state capitol
grounds. Such rules and regulations shall be promulgated by pub-
lication in one issue of a newspaper published at the state capital
and shall be given such further publicity as the director may
deem proper.

46.08.160 —————Enforcing officer. The chief of the Washing-
ton state patrol shall be the chief enforcing officer to assure the
proper enforcement of such rules and regulations.

46.08.170 ———Violations, misdemeanors—Jurisdiction. Any
violation of a rule or regulation prescribed under RCW 46.08.150
shall be punishable as a misdemeanor, and the courts of justices of
the peace in Thurston county shall have exclusive jurisdiction
over such offenses.

46.08.180 Control of traffic on ocean beach highways. For the
protection and conservation of natural resources, the county sheriffs,
the state patrol and fish and game inspectors are given authority
to regulate and control traffic on and along the ocean beach high-
ways as designed and established under RCW 79.16.130, 79.16.160,
79.16.161, 79.16.170 and 79.16.171.

46.08.190 Jurisdiction of justice of peace, police court and su-
perior court. Every justice of the peace and police court judge
shall have concurrent jurisdiction with superior court judges of
the state for all violations of the provisions of this title and may
impose any punishment provided therefor.

Chapter 46.12
CERTIFICATES OF OWNERSHIP AND REGISTRATION

46.12.010 Certificates required to operate and sell vehicles. Tt
shall be unlawful for any person to operate any vehicle in this state
under a certificate of license registration of this state without secur-
ing and having in full force and effect a certificate of ownership
therefor and it shall further be unlawful for any person to sell or
transfer any vehicle without complying with all the provisions of
this chapter relating to certificates of ownership and license registra-
tion of vehicles: Provided, That the provisions of this section rela-
tive to the sale of vehicles shall not apply to the first sale of
vehicles by manufacturers and dealers: Provided Further, That
nothing in this title shall be construed to prevent any person en-
titled thereto from securing a certificate of ownership upon a ve-
hicle without securing a certificate of license registration and ve-
hicle license plates, when, in the judgment of the director of li-
censes, it is proper to do so.
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46.12.020 Prerequisite to issuance of vehicle license and plates.
No vehicle license number plates or certificate of license registra-
tion, whether original issues or duplicates, shall be issued or fur-
nished by the director of licenses unless the applicant therefor
shall at the same time make satisfactory application for a certificate
of ownership or shall present satisfactory evidence that such a
certificate of ownership covering such vehicle has been previously
issued.

46.12.030 Certificate of ownership. Application—Contents. The
application for certificate of ownership shall be upon a blank form
to be furnished by the director of licenses and shall contain:

(1) A full description of the vehicle, which said description
shall contain the manufacturer’s serial number if it be a trailer,
the motor number or proper identification number if it be a motor
vehicle, and any distinguishing marks of identification;

(2) A statement of the nature and character of the applicant’s
ownership, and the character of any and all encumbrances other
than statutory liens upon said vehicle;

(3) Such other information as the director of licenses may
require: Provided, That the director of licenses may in any in-
stance, in addition to the information required on said application,
require additional information and a physical examination of the
vehicle or of any class of vehicles, or either.

Such application shall be subscribed by the applicant and be
sworn to by him before a notary public or other officer authorized
by law to take acknowledgments of deeds, or other person au-
thorized by the director of licenses to certify to the signature of
the applicant upon such application.

46.12.040 ————Fee. The application accompanied by a draft,
money order, or certified bank check for one dollar, together with
the last preceding certificates or other satisfactory evidence of own-
ership, shall be forwarded to the director.

The fee shall be in addition to any other fee for the license
registration of the vehicle. The certificate of ownership shall not
be required to be renewed annually, or at any other time, except
as by law provided.

46.12.050 Issuance of certificates—Contents. The director, if
satisfied from the statements upon the application that the appli-
cant is the legal owner of the vehicle or otherwise entitled to
have the certificate of ownership thereof in his name, shall there-
upon issue an appropriate certificate of ownership, over his sig-
nature, authenticated by seal, and a new certificate of license regis-
tration if certificate of license registration is required.

Both the certificate of ownership and the certificate of license

[ 253 ]



CH. 12.] SESSION LAWS, 1961.

registration shall contain upon the face thereof, the date of issue,
the registration number assigned to the registered owner and
to the vehicle, the name and address of the registered owner and
legal owner, the motor number or proper identification number,
if the certificate is for a motor vehicle, or the serial number, if the
certificate is for a trailer, and such other description of the vehicle
and facts as the director shall require, and in addition thereto, if
the vehicle described in such certificates shall have ever been li-
censed and operated as an exempt vehicle or a taxicab, or if it is
less than four years old and has been rebuilt after having been
totaled out by an insurance carrier, such fact shall be clearly
shown thereon.

The reverse side of the certificate of ownership only shall con-
tain forms for assignment and notice to the director of a transfer
of the ownership or interest of the registered owner and legal
owner. A blank space shall be provided on the face of the certifi-
cate of license registration for the signature of the registered owner.

Upon issuance of the certificate of license registration and cer-
tificate of ownership and upon any reissue thereof, the director
shall deliver the certificate of license registration to the registered
owner and the certificate of ownership to the legal owner, or both
to the person who is both the registered owner and legal owner.

46.12.060 Procedure when motor or serial number altered or
obliterated. Before the director shall issue a certificate of owner-
ship, or reissue such a certificate, covering any vehicle, the motor
number of which, in case of a motor vehicle, or the serial number
of which, in case of a trailer, has been altered, removed, obliterated,
defaced, omitted, or is otherwise absent, the registered owner of
the vehicle shall file an application with the director, accompanied
by a fee of one dollar, upon a form provided, and containing
such facts and information as shall be required by the director
for the assignment of a special number for such vehicle. Upon
receipt of such application, the director, if he is satisfied the ap-
plicant is entitled to the assignment of a motor number, identifica-
tion number, or serial number, shall designate a special motor
number, identification number, or serial number, as the case may
be, together with a symbol indicative of this state, for such vehicle,
which symbol followed by such number shall be noted upon the
application therefor, and likewise upon a suitable record of the
authorization of the use thereof, to be kept by and in the office of
the director. The applicant for such assignment of number shall
be, in case of a motor vehicle, promptly notified of the number
assigned and the symbol to be prefixed thereto, and such appli-
cant shall thereupon cause such symbol and motor number to be
pressed or cut in a conspicuous position upon the motor, if the
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assigned number is a motor number, or frame or other permanent
part of the motor vehicle, if the number assigned is an identifica-
tion number. The applicant for such assignment of number shall
be, in case of a trailer, assigned a proper identification number
which shall be placed or stamped in a conspicuous position upon
the outside of the trailer in such manner and form as may be
prescribed by the director. Upon receipt by the director of a cer-
tificate by an officer of the Washington state patrol, or other person
authorized by the director, that he has inspected such vehicle
and that the motor number, or identification number, together with
the symbol so assigned, or the special serial number plate, have
been legally pressed or cut in a conspicuous position upon the
motor or upon the most permanent part of the motor vehicle most
readily accessible for inspection, or stamped or securely attached
in a conspicuous position upon the outside of the trailer, accom-
panied by an application for a certificate of ownership or applica-
tion for reissue of such certificate and the required fee therefor,
the director shall use such number and such symbol as the nu-
merical identification marks for the vehicle in any certificate of
license registration or certificate of ownership he may thereafter
issue therefor.

46.12.070 Destruction of vehicle—Surrender of certificates, pen-
alty—Notice of settlement by insurance company. Upon the de-
struction of any vehicle covered by certificates of license regis-
tration and ownership, the registered owner and the legal owner
shall forthwith and within five days thereafter forward and sur-
render such certificate, together with the vehicle license plates
therefor if available, to the director, together with a statement of
the reason for such surrender and the time and place of destruction.
Failure to notify the director or the possession by any person of any
such certificate for a vehicle so destroyed, after five days following
its destruction, shall be prima facie evidence of violation of the
provisions of this chapter and shall constitute a gross misdemeanor.

Any insurance company settling any insurance claim on any such
vehicle as a total loss, less salvage, shall notify the director thereof
within five days after the settlement of any such claim under
any policy of insurance carried by it on a vehicle covered by cer-
tificates of license registration and ownership issued by this state.

46.12.080 Procedure on installation of different motor—Penalty.
Any person holding the certificate of license registration for a
vehicle in which there has been installed a new or different motor
than that with which it was issued certificates of ownership and
license registration shall forthwith and within five days after
such installation forward and surrender such certificates to the
director, together with an application for issue of corrected cer-
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tificates of ownership and license registration and a fee of one
dollar, and a statement of the disposition which was made of the
former motor. The possession by any person of any such certificates
for a vehicle in which a new or different motor has been installed,
after five days following such installation, shall be prima facie evi-
dence of a violation of the provisions of this chapter and shall con-
stitute a misdemeanor.

46.12.090 Procedure when motor or motor block removed—
Unlawful acts. Whenever the motor or motor block carrying the
identification number is removed from any motor vehicle and the
vehicle has not been destroyed or dismantled in such a manner
as to come under the provisions of RCW 46.12.070, and there has
been issued and is outstanding a certificate of ownership for such
vehicle, the registered owner or vehicle dealer having possession
of the vehicle shall, within a period of five days after the removal
thereof, notify the director in writing on forms to be prescribed
by the director and furnished for that purpose, giving the de-
scription of the vehicle from which such motor or motor block
has been removed, the date of the removal thereof, and the name
and address of the purchaser or holder thereof, or in the event the
motor or motor block is not in a condition to be used in a motor
vehicle, the disposition made thereof. It shall be unlawful for
any dealer or registered owner to fail, neglect, or refuse to comply
with the provisions of this section.

46.12.100 Sale or transfer of vehicle—Assignment of certificate
of ownership—Penalty. In the event of the sale or other transfer
to a new registered owner of any vehicle for which a certificate
of ownership and a certificate of license registration have been
issued, the registered and legal owners shall endorse upon the back
of the certificate of ownership an assignment thereof in form
printed thereon, and shall record thereon name of purchaser and
date of transaction and shall deliver the same to the purchaser or
transferee at the time of the delivery to him of the vehicle. De-
livery of a certificate of title to a purchaser or his agent without at
the same time recording the name of the purchaser and the date
of the transaction on the assignment form shall constitute a mis-
demeanor.

46.12.110 Duty of purchaser or transferee other than dealer—
Penalty. The purchaser or transferee, unless such person is a dealer,
shall within fifteen days thereafter apply to the director or his
duly authorized agent for the reissue of such certificate of owner-
ship and transfer of license registration. Such application shall be
made on forms prescribed by the director and accompanied by a
fee of one dollar. Upon receipt of such application, accompanied
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by the endorsed certificate of ownership and such other documen-
tary evidence as is deemed necessary, the director shall, if the appli-
cation is in order and if all provisions relating to certificates of
ownership and license registration have been complied with, is-
sue a new certificate of ownership and new certificate of license
registration as in the case of an original issue and shall transmit
the fees together with an itemized detailed report to the state
treasurer, to be deposited in the motor vehicle fund. If the pur-
chaser or transferee fails or neglects to transfer such certificate
of ownership and license registration within fifteen days after
date of delivery of the vehicle to him he shall be guilty of a mis-
demeanor and in addition thereto he shall on making application
for transfer be assessed a five dollar penalty on the sixteenth day
and one dollar additional for each day thereafter, but not to ex-
ceed fifteen dollars: Provided, That the penalty shall not apply to
a registered dealer who has purchased the vehicle for the purpose
of resale.

46.12.120 Duty when purchaser or transferee is a dealer. If
the purchaser or transferee is a dealer he shall, on selling or other-
wise disposing of the vehicle, promptly execute the assignment
and warranty of title, in such form as the director shall prescribe,
and showing any lienholder holding a security interest created or
reserved at the time of resale and the date of his security agree-
ment, to which shall be attached the assigned certificates of own-
ership and license registration received by the dealer, and mail
or deliver them to the department with the transferee’s applica-
tion for the issuance of new certificates of ownership and license
registration.

46.12.130 Assigned certificate of ownership to be filed by direc-
tor—Transfer by operation of law. Certificates of ownership when
assigned and returned to the director, together with subsequently
assigned reissues thereof, shall be retained by the director and
appropriately filed and indexed so that at all times it will be pos-
sible to trace ownership to the vehicle designated therein.

When the ownership of a vehicle passes by operation of law,
the person thus acquiring ownership shall upon furnishing satis-
factory proof to the director of his ownership, procure the issu-
ance of a certificate of ownership to the vehicle, regardless of
whether a certificate of ownership has ever been issued: Provided,
That in all cases of application for the reissue of certificates of own-
ership or certificates of license registration, or either, by reason
of transfer of legal ownership or registered ownership by operation
of law, the director shall give written notice thereof to both the
legal owner and registered owner, by mail, postage prepaid, at
his or their last given address, which notice shall require the sur-
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render of certificates of ownership or license registration, or both,
within ten days from the date of posting the letter. In the event
that the certificates, or either of them, have not been surrendered
to the dierctor within ten days from and after the date of posting
the letter, the certificates or either of them shall become void and
the director shall pass upon the application without regard for
the outstanding certificates or either of them, unless restrained
from so doing.

46.12.140 Certificates of ownership for dealers’ or manufacturers’
used vehicles. In the case of dealers in vehicles, including manu-
facturers who sell to persons other than dealers, a separate cer-
tificate of ownership, either of the dealer’s immediate vendor prop-
erly assigned or of the dealer himself, shall be required covering
each used vehicle kept in his possession.

46.12.150 Procedure when new owner cannot present prior cer-
tificate. Whenever application is made to the director by a new
legal or registered owner of a vehicle and the applicant is unable
to present the certificate of ownership or license registration pre-
viously issued for the vehicle by reason of its being unlawfully
withheld by one in possession or otherwise not available, the direc-
tor may receive such application and examine into the circum-
stances of the case and may require the filing of affidavits or other
information, and when the director is satisfied that the applicant
is entitled thereto he may transfer the vehicle or reregister it and
issue new certificates for the vehicle to the person found to be en-
titled thereto, if the required fee has been previously paid to the
director.

46.12.160 Director may refuse or cancel certificate—Penalty. If
the director determines at any time that an applicant for certificate
of ownership or for a certificate of license registration for a vehicle
is not entitled thereto, he may refuse to issue such certificate or
to license the vehicle and he may, for like reason, after notice,
and in the exercise of discretion, cancel license registration al-
ready acquired or any outstanding certificate of ownership. The
notice shall be served personally or by registered mail. It shall
then be unlawful for any person to remove, drive, or operate the
vehicle until a proper certificate of ownership or license regis-
tration has been issued and any person removing, driving, or oper-
ating such vehicle after the refusal of the director to issue certifi-
cates or the revocation thereof shall be guilty of a gross misde-
meanor.

46.12.170 Procedure when vehicle is mortgaged. If, after a cer-
tificate of ownership is issued, a mortgage is placed on the vehicle
described therein, the registered owner shall, within ten days there-
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after, present his application to the director, signed by the mort-
gagee, to which shall be attached the certificate of license regis-
tration and the certificate of ownership last issued covering the
vehicle, which application shall be upon a form provided by the
director and shall be accompanied by a money order, bank draft, or
certified bank check for one dollar. The director, if he is satisfied
that there should be a reissue of the certificates, shall note such
change upon his records and issue to the registered owner a new
certificate of license registration and to the mortgagee a new cer-
tificate of ownership.

Upon the payment in full of a contract or mortgage on a vehicle,
the legal owner or mortgagee shall assign the certificate of owner-
ship and deliver it to the registered owner, who shall within ten
days thereafter present the certificate of ownership and certificate
of license registration to the director accompanied by a fee of one
dollar, together with an application for reissue thereof, which
application shall be handled by the director as in the case of an
original application for a certificate of license registration and
certificate of ownership. Upon the payment in full of a contract
or mortgage on a vehicle the legal owner or mortgagee shall im-
mediately notify the director of such fact on a form to be provided
by the director.

46.12.180 Duplicate for lost or mutilated certificate. In the
event that a certificate of ownership or certificate of license regis-
tration is lost, mutilated, or has become illegible, the holder shall
immediately file with the director an application for the issuance
of a duplicate, the application to be on a form prescribed and
furnished by the director, accompanied by a fee of one dollar.
Upon receipt of such application and fee, the director shall issue a
duplicate of the certificate if its loss or mutilation is established
by satisfactory proof.

46.12.190 Legal owner not liable for acts of registered owner.
The person, firm, copartnership, association or corporation to whom
a certificate of ownership shall have been issued shall not thereby
incur liability or be responsible for damage, or otherwise, resulting
from any act or contract made by the registered owner or by
any other person acting for, or by or under the authority of such
registered owner.

46.12.200 State or director not liable for acts in administering
chapter. No suit or action shall ever be commenced or prosecuted
against the director of licenses or the state of Washington by rea-
son of any act done or omitted to be done in the administration
of the duties and responsibilities imposed upon the director of
licenses under this chapter.
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46.12.210 Penalty for false statements or illegal transfers. Any
person who shall knowingly make any false statement of a mate-
rial fact, either in his application for the certificate of ownership
or in any assignment thereof, or who with intent to procure or
pass ownership to a vehicle which he knows or has reason to
believe has been stolen, shall receive or transfer possession of the
same from or to another or who shall have in his possession any
vehicle which he knows or has reason to believe has been stolen,
and who is not an officer of the law engaged at the time in the
performance of his duty as such officer, shall be guilty of a felony
and upon conviction shall be punished by a fine of not more than
five thousand dollars or by imprisonment for not more than ten
years, or both such fine and imprisonment. This provision shall
not exclude any other offenses or penalties prescribed by any
existing or future law for the larceny or unauthorized taking of
a motor vehicle.

46.12.220 Alteration or forgery—Penalty. Any person who shall
alter or forge or cause to be altered or forged any certificate is-
sued by the director of licenses pursuant to the provisions of this
chapter, or any assignment thereof, or any release or notice of
release of any encumbrance referred to therein, or who shall
hold or use any such certificate or assignment, or release or notice
of release, knowing the same to have been altered or forged, shall
be guilty of a felony.

- 46.12.230 Permit to licensed wrecker to junk vehicle—Fee. Any
licensed wrecker in possession of a motor vehicle ten years old
or older, and ownership of which or whose owner’s residence is
unknown, may apply to the director of licenses for a permit to
junk or wreck such motor vehicle, or any part thereof. Upon such
application, a permit may be issued by the director, upon receipt
of a fee of one dollar, in a form to be prescribed by the director to
authorize such wrecker to wreck or junk such vehicle, or any part
thereof.

Chapter 46.16

VEHICLE LICENSES

46.16.005 Rules and regulations. The director of licenses may
make such rules and regulations as are necessary for the proper
operation and enforcement of chapter 46.16.

46.16.010 License and plates required. It shall be unlawful for
a person to operate any vehicle over and along a public highway
of this state without first having obtained and having in full force
and effect a current and proper vehicle license and display vehicle
license number plates therefor as by this chapter provided: Pro-
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vided, That these provisions shall not apply to farm tractors and
farm implements temporarily operating or drawn upon the public
highways, and trailers used exclusively to transport farm imple-
ments from one farm to another during the daylight hours or at
night when such equipment has lights that comply with the law.

Note: See also section 32, chapter 21, Laws of 1961 extraordinary session,

46.16.020 Exemption—State and publicly owned vehicles—Reg-
istration. Any vehicle owned, rented or leased by the state of
Washington, or by any county, city, town, school district or other po-
litical subdivision of the state of Washington and used exclusively
by them, and all vehicles owned by the United States government
or by the government of foreign countries and used exclusively in
its or their service shall be exempt from the payment of license fees
for the licensing thereof as in this chapter provided: Provided, how-
ever, That such vehicles shall be registered as prescribed for the
license registration of vehicles and shall display upon the vehicles
the vehicle license number plates assigned by the director of li-
censes and except in cases of the United States government and
foreign government shall pay for such number plates a fee of one
dollar: Provided, further, That no vehicle license or license number
plates shall be issued to any such vehicle under the provisions of
this section for the transportation of school children unless and
until such vehicle shall have been first personally inspected by
the director of licenses or his duly authorized representative.

46.16.030 Nonresident exemption—Reciprocity. Except as is
herein provided for foreign corporations, the provisions relative to
the licensing of vehicles and display of vehicle license number
plates and license registration certificates shall not apply to any
vehicles owned by nonresidents of this state if the owner thereof
has complied with the law requiring the licensing of vehicles in
the names of the owners thereof in force in the state, foreign coun-
try, territory or federal district of his residence; and the vehicle
license number plate showing the initial or abbreviation of the
name of such state, foreign country, territory or federal district, is
displayed on such vehicle substantially as is provided therefor in
this state: Provided, That the provisions of this section shall be
operative as to a vehicle owned by a nonresident of this state only
to the extent that under the laws of the state, foreign country,
territory or federal district of his residence, like exemptions and
privileges are granted to vehicles duly licensed under the laws
of and owned by residents of this state. If under the laws of such
state, foreign country, territory or federal district, vehicles owned
by residents of this state, operating upon the highways of such state,
foreign country, territory or federal district, are required to pay
the license fee and carry the vehicle license number plates of such
state, foreign country, territory or federal district, the vehicles
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owned by residents of such state, foreign country, territory or fed-
eral district, and operating upon the highways of this state, shall
comply with the provisions of this state relating to the licensing
of vehicles. Foreign corporations owning, maintaining, or operat-
ing places of business in this state and using vehicles in connection
with such places of business, shall comply with the provisions re-
lating to the licensing of vehicles insofar as vehicles used in con-
nection with such places of business are concerned: Provided,
further, That the director of licenses is empowered to make and
enforce rules and regulations for the licensing of nonresident ve-
hicles upon a reciprocal basis and with respect to any character
or class of operation.

46.16.040 Form of application—Contents. Application for orig-
inal vehicle license shall be made on form furnished for the pur-
pose by the director of licenses. Such application shall be made
by the owner of the vehicle or his duly authorized agent over the
signature of such owner or agent, and he shall certify that the state-
ments therein are true to the best of his knowledge. The applica-
tion must show:

(1) Name and address of the owner of the vehicle;

(2) Trade name of the vehicle, model, year, type of body, the
motor number or identification number thereof if such vehicle be a
motor vehicle, or the serial number thereof if such vehicle be a
trailer;

(3) The power to be used—whether electric, steam, gas or other
power;

(4) The purpose for which said vehicle is to be used and the
nature of the license required,;

(5) The maximum gross license for such vehicle which in
case of for hire vehicles and auto stages shall be the maximum
adult seating capacity thereof, exclusive of the operator, and in
cases of motor trucks, trailers and semitrailers shall be the unladen
weight of such vehicle to which shall be added the maximum gross
load to be carried thereon as set by the applicant, which maximum
gross license shall in no event be less than the unladen weight
thereof or more man the legal limit for such vehicle as allowed
by law;

(6) The weight of such vehicle, if it be a motor truck or trailer,
which shall be the shipping weight thereof as given by the manu-
facturer thereof unless another weight is shown by weight slip
verified by a certified weighmaster, which slip shall be attached to
the original application;

(7) Such other information as shall be required upon such ap-
plication by the director of licenses.
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46.16.045 Temporary permits—Authorized. The department in
its discretion may grant a temporary permit to operate a vehicle
for which application for registration has been made, where such
application is accompanied by the proper fee pending action upon
said application by the department.

46.16.047 ————Form and Contents—Duration—Fees. Forms
for such temporary permits shall be prescribed and furnished by
the department. Temporary permits shall bear consecutive num-
bers, shall show the name and address of the applicant, trade name
of the vehicle, model, year, type of body, identification number
and date of application, and shall be such as may be affixed to the
vehicle at the time of issuance, and remain on such vehicle only
during the period of such registration and until the receipt of per-
manent license plates. The application shall be registered in the
office of the person issuing the permit and shall be forwarded by
him to the department each day together with the fee accompanying
it.

A fee of fifty cents shall be charged by the person authorized
to issue such permit which shall be accounted for in the same
manner as the other fees collected by such officers, provided that
such fees collected by county auditors or their agents shall be
paid to the county treasurer in the same manner as other fees
collected by the county auditor and credited to the county cur-
rent expense fund.

46.16.060 License fee, general—House moving dollies. Except
as otherwise specifically provided by law for the licensing of ve-
hicles, there shall be paid and collected annually for each calendar
year or fractional part thereof and upon each vehicle a license fee
in the sum of six dollars and fifty cents: Provided, howewver, That
the fee for licensing each house moving dollie which is used ex-
clusively for moving buildings or homes on the highway under
special permit as provided for in chapter 46.44, shall be twenty-five

dollars.
Note: See also section 9, chapter 7, Laws of 1961 extraordinary session.
46.16.065 Small trailer license fee—Conditions. In lieu of the

fee provided in RCW 46.16.060, private passenger car one or two-
wheel trailers of two thousand pounds gross weight or less, may
be licensed for the sum of three dollars, but only if such trailers
are to be operated upon the public highway by the owners thereof.
It is the intention of the legislature that this reduced license shall
be issued only as to trailers operated for personal use of the owners
and not trailers held for rental to the public.

Note: See also section 10, chapter 7, Laws of 1961 extraordinary session.

46.16.067 House trailer license fee. In lieu of the fee provided
in RCW 46.16.060 house trailers shall be licensed for the sum of
three dollars.

Note: See also section 24, chapter 7, Laws of 1961 extraordinary session.
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46.16.070 Gross weight fees on trucks. In addition to other fees
for the licensing of vehicles there shall be paid and collected an-
nually for each motor truck and truck tractor based upon the maxi-
mum gross weight thereof as set by the licensee in his application,
or otherwise, the following fees: Provided, however, That all trucks
or truck tractors having an unladen weight of more than four
thousand pounds shall be licensed for not less than one hundred
fifty percent of its empty weight unless such an amount would be in
excess of the legal limits prescribed for such a vehicle in RCW 46.44-
.040 in which event the vehicle shall be licensed for the maximum
gross load specified for such a vehicle in RCW 46.44.040:

Up t0 4000 1bs.................. $4.50

4,000 lbs. or more and less than 6,000 lbs.................. $9.50
6,000 lbs. or more and less than 8,000 lbs.................. $15.50
8,000 lbs. or more and less than 10,000 1bs.................. $18.50
10,000 lbs. or more and less than 12,000 1bs.................. $21.50
12,000 1bs. or more and less than 14,000 1bs.................. $25.00
14,000 1bs. or more and less than 16,000 1bs.................. $30.00
16,000 1bs. or more and less than 18,000 lbs.................. $50.00
18,000 1bs. or more and less than 20,000 1bs.................. $70.00
20,000 1bs. or more and less than 22000 lbs.................. $100.00
22,000 1bs. or more and less than 24,000 lbs.................. $125.00
24,000 1bs. or more and less than 26,000 lbs.................. $160.00
26,000 1bs. or more and less than 28,000 1bs.................. $190.00
28,000 1bs. or more and less than 30,000 1bs.................. $230.00
30,000 1lbs. or more and less than 32,000 1bs.................. $285.00
32,000 1bs. or more and less than 34,000 lbs.................. $325.00
34,000 1bs. or more and less than 36,000 1bs.................. $370.00

Note: See also section 11, chapter 7, Laws of 1961 extraordinary session.

46.16.072 Gross weight fees on trailers. In addition to other
fees for the licensing of vehicles there shall be paid and collected
annually for each trailer, semitrailer and pole trailer based upon
the maximum gross weight thereof as set by the licensee in his
application, or otherwise, the following fees: Provided, however,
That all trailers, semitrailers and pole trailers having an unladen
weight of more than four thousand pounds shall be licensed for
not less than one hundred fifty percent of its empty weight unless
such an amount would be in excess of the legal limits prescribed
for such a vehicle in RCW 46.44.040 in which event the vehicle shall
be licensed for the maximum gross load specified for such a ve-
hicle in RCW 46.44.040:

4,000 1bs. or more and less than 6,000 1bs................. $9.50
6,000 lbs. or more and less than 8,000 lbs................. $15.50
8,000 1bs. or more and less than 10,000 Ibs................. $18.50
10,000 1bs. or more and less than 12,000 1bs................. $21.50
12,000 1bs. or more and less than 14,000 1bs................. $25.00
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14,000 lbs. or more and less than 16,000 lbs................. $30.00
16,000 lbs. or more and less than 18,000 lbs................. $50.00
18,000 lbs. or more and less than 20,000 lbs................. $70.00
20,000 1lbs. or more and less than 22,000 lbs................. $100.00
22,000 lbs. or more and less than 24,000 lbs................. $125.00
24,000 1bs. or more and less than 26,000 lbs................. $160.00
26,000 1bs. or more and less than 28,000 1bs................. $190.00
28,000 1bs. or more and less than 30,000 lbs................. $230.00
30,000 1bs. or more and less than 32,000 lbs................. $285.00
32,000 1bs. or more and less than 34,000 lbs................. $325.00
34,000 lbs. or more and less than 36,000 lbs................. $370.00

Note: See also section 12, chapter 7, Laws of 1961 extraordinary session; also sec-
tion 33, chapter 21, Laws of 1961 extraordinary session.

46.16.074 Increased fees on trucks propelled other than by gaso-
line. As to any such motor truck or truck tractor propelled by
steam, electricity, natural gas, diesel oil, butane, or propane the
schedule of fees set forth in RCW 46.16.070 shall be increased in
every instance by twenty-five percent thereof and paid in addition
to any excise tax upon such substance other than motor vehicle

fuel.
Note: See also section 24, chapter 7, Laws of 1961 extraordinary session.

46.16.080 Fixed load machines—Fee in lieu—Exception. In lieu
of the additional fee provided in RCW 46.16.070 or 46.16.072 there
shall be collected a fee of five dollars on any motor truck, truck
tractor, trailer or semitrailer used only for the purpose of trans-
porting any well drilling machine, air compressor, rock crusher,
conveyor, hoist, wrecker, donkey engine, cook house, tool house,
bunk house, or similar machine or structure attached to or made
a part of such motor truck, trailer, or semitrailer: Provided, That no
additional fee shall be collected under this section or under RCW
46.16.070 or 46.16.072 on any house trailer.

46.16.082 Increased fees for converter gears. In addition to
fees for licensing of vehicles, provided in RCW 46.16.070 and RCW
46.16.072, there shall be paid and collected annually for each con-
verter gear used to convert semitrailers into trailers, and two-axle
tractors into three-axle tractors, when licensed separately and not
in combination with a semitrailer, or tractor, as provided in RCW
46.16.083, a fee based on the maximum gross weight thereof as
follows:

10,000 pounds or more and less %aesee Re;g;”e 7}?: !

than 12,000 ..................... $180.00 $20.00 $200.00
12,000 pounds or more and less

than 14,000 ..................... $235.00 $ 5.00 $240.00
14,000 pounds or more and less

than 16,000 ..................... $275.00 $ 5.00 $280.00
16,000 pounds or more and less

than 18,000 ..................... $320.00 $ 5.00 $325.00
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46.16.083 Converter gear—Optional methods of licensing. A
converter gear used to convert a semitrailer into a trailer or a
two-axle tractor into a three-axle tractor may, at the option of the
owner, be licensed as a separate vehicle or the converter gear
and a semitrailer or two-axle tractor may be licensed as a com-
bination, in which event the combination of the two will be con-
sidered as a single vehicle for the purposes of this chapter.

46.16.090 Gross weight fees on farm trucks—Penalty. Motor
trucks or trailers of less than twenty-six thousand pounds may be
specially licensed based on the maximum gross weight thereof
for fifty percent of the various amounts set forth in the schedule
provided in RCW 46.16.070, when such trucks or trailers are owned
and operated by farmers, but only if the following condition or con-
ditions exist:

(1) When such trucks or trailers are to be used for the trans-
portation of such farmer’s own farm, orchard or dairy products
from point of production to market or warehouse, and of supplies
to be used on his farm; and/or

(2) When such trucks or trailers are to be used for the infre-
quent or seasonal transportation by one such farmer for another
farmer in his neighborhood of products of the farm, orchard or
dairy owned by such other farmer from point of production to mar-
ket or warehouse, or supplies to be used on such other farm, but
only if such transportation for another farmer is for compensation
other than money: Provided, however, That farmers shall be per-
mitted an allowance of an additional eight thousand pounds, within
the legal limits, on motor trucks or trailers, when used in the trans-
portation of such farmer’s own farm machinery between his own
farm or farms and for a distance of not more than thirty-five miles
from his farm or farms.

The department shall prepare a special form of application to be
used by farmers applying for licenses under this section, which
form shall contain a statement to be signed by the farmer to the
effect that the vehicle or trailer concerned will be used subject to
the limitations of this section. The department shall prepare special
insignia which shall be placed upon all such vehicles or trailers to
indicate that the vehicle or trailer is specially licensed, or may, in
its discretion, substitute a special license plate for such vehicles or
trailers for such designation.

Any person who operates such a specially licensed vehicle or
trailer in transportation upon public highways in violation of the
limitations of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

46.16.100 Special permits for single movement—Fee. When any
vehicle subject to license is to be moved upon the public highways
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of this state from one point to another, the director may issue a
special permit therefor upon an application presented to him in
such form as shall be approved by the director and upon payment
therefor of a fee of five dollars. Such permit shall be for the transit
of the vehicle only, and the vehicle shall not at the time of such
transit be used for the transportation of any persons or property
whatsoever for compensation or otherwise, and shall be for one
transit only between the points of origin and destination as set forth
in the application: Provided, That (1) when such vehicle is to be
moved from one point in this state to another and when the owner
of such vehicle desires to carry a load of passengers or commodities,
or both, he may obtain a one-transit permit upon the payment to
the director of a fee of ten dollars, and (2) for each vehicle used ex-
clusively in the transportation of circus, carnival, and show equip-
ment and in the transportation of supplies used in conjunction
therewith, there shall be charged in addition to other fees provided
for the licensing of vehicles, an annual capacity fee in the amount of
ten dollars: Provided further, That no special permit or one-transit
permit shall be issued for movement of a house trailer as defined in
chapter 82.50 unless the applicant therefor has a stamp issued there-
under.

46.16.110 Gross weight, how computed. The maximum gross
weight in case of any motor truck, truck tractor, trailer or semi-
trailer shall be the scale weight of such motor truck, truck tractor,
trailer or semitrailer unladen, to which shall be added the maximum
load to be carried thereon, as set by the licensee in his application
or otherwise.

46.16.120 Seating capacity fees on stages, for hire vehicles. In
addition to other fees for the licensing of vehicles, there shall be
paid and collected annually, for each auto stage and for hire vehicle,
except taxicabs, with seating capacity of six or less the sum of fif-
teen dollars. For auto stages and for hire vehicles whose seating
capacity is over six the following fees, in addition to any regular fees
for licensing of vehicles, shall be collected upon the scale weight of
each such auto stage and for hire vehicle, plus an average load factor
of fifty percent of seating capacity figured at one hundred fifty
pounds per seat:

Upto 6,000 1bs...... .o $9.50
6,000 1bs. or more and less than 8,000 1bs................... $15.50
8,000 Ibs. or more and less than 10,0001bs.................. $18.50

10,000 1bs. or more and less than 12,0001bs.................. $21.50

12,000 lbs. or more and less than 14,000 1bs.. .. .............. $25.00

14,000 lbs. or more and less than 16,000 1bs.................. $30.00

16,000 lbs. or more and less than 18,000 1bs.................. $50.00

18,000 Ibs. or more and less than 20,000 1bs.................. $70.00
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20,000 lbs. or more and less than 22,000 lbs.................. $100.00
22,000 1bs. or more and less than 24,000 1bs.................. $125.00
24,000 1bs. or more and less than 26,000 1lbs.................. $160.00
26,000 lbs. or more and less than 28,000 1bs.................. $190.00
28,000 lbs. or more and less than 30,000 1bs.................. $230.00
30,000 lbs. or more and less than 32,000 1bs.................. $285.00
32,000 1bs. or more and less than 34,000 lbs.................. $325.00
34,000 lbs. or more and less than 36,000 1bs.. ................ $370.00

Note: See also section 14, chapter 7, Laws of 1961 extraordinary session.

46.16.125 Mileage fees on stages—Penalty. In addition to the
fees required by RCW 46.16.120, operators of auto stages with seating
capacity over six shall pay quarterly, at the time they file gross earn-
ing returns with the public service commission, the sum of fifteen
cents for each one hundred vehicle miles operated by each auto
stage over the public highways of this state: Provided, That in the
case of each auto stage propelled by steam, electricity, natural gas,
diesel oil, butane or propane, the payment required hereunder shall
be twenty cents per one hundred miles of such operation. The com-
mission shall transmit all such sums so collected to the state trea-
surer, who shall deposit the same in the motor vehicle fund. Any
person failing to make any payment required by this section shall
be subject to a penalty of one hundred percent of the payment due
hereunder, in addition to any penalty provided for failure to submit
a quarterly report. Any penalties so collected shall be credited to
the public service revolving fund.

46.16.130 Reduction of fees for fractional year. Whenever an ap-
plication is made for a license on a motor truck, trailer, tractor, semi-
trailer, for hire vehicle, bus or auto stage subsequent to March
thirty-first of any calendar year, the license fees based on gross
weight or seating capacity of such vehicles shall be computed as
follows:

Upon motor vehicles above described licensed in this state after
March thirty-first of any year, but before July first, the license fees
imposed by this section for such year shall be reduced by one-fourth
thereof; upon vehicles licensed in this state after June thirtieth of
any year, but before October first, the license fees shall be reduced
by one-half thereof; and upon vehicles licensed in this state after
September thirtieth of any year the license fees shall be reduced by
three-fourths thereof: Provided, That such reductions shall not
apply to special permits.

46.16.135 Quarterly license—Penalty. When the gross weight
license fee applied for on any vehicle exceeds twenty thousand
pounds, licenses for motor trucks, trailers, tractors, pole trailers, or
semitrailers may be purchased for a three-months period for one-
fourth the regular fee at the beginning of any calendar month. For
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each fee so paid other than at the time of payment of the basic
license fee, an additional fee of one dollar shall be charged by the
director. The director is authorized to establish rules and regula-
tions relative to the issuance and display of certificates or insignia,
which shall state the months by name for which the vehicle is
licensed.

No vehicle licensed under the provisions of this section shall be
operated over the public highways unless the owner or operator
thereof within ten days after the expiration of any such three-month
period apply for, and pay the required fee for, a license for an ad-
ditional three-month period, or for the remainder of the year. Any
person who operates any such vehicle upon the public highways
after the expiration of said ten days, shall be guilty of a misde-
meanor, and in addition shall be required to purchase a gross weight
license for the vehicle involved at the fee covering an entire year’s
license for operation thereof, less the fees for any period or periods
of the year already paid. If, within five days thereafter, no license
for a full year has been purchased as required aforesaid, the Wash-
ington state patrol, county sheriff or city police shall impound such
vehicle in such manner as may be directed for such cases by the
chief of the Washington state patrol, until such requirement is met.

46.16.137 Monthly license for transportation of logs—Penalty.
During the months of October, November, December, January, Feb-
ruary and March the gross weight license fee of a three-axle truck,
a three-axle truck tractor and a two-axle pole trailer used in combi-
nation, and a three-axle truck and two-axle trailer used in combi-
nation, when such vehicles or combinations of vehicles are licensed
to the maximum gross weight provided by law and are used ex-
clusively in the transportation of logs may be purchased for a
monthly period. The fee for such a monthly license shall be one-
twelfth the annual maximum gross weight fee provided for in RCW
46.16.070 or 46.16.074 in the case of trucks, and one-twelfth of the
annual maximum gross weight fee provided for in RCW 46.16.072
in the case of pole trailers. For each fee so paid, other than at the
time of the payment of the basic license fee, an additional fee of
one dollar and fifty cents shall be charged by the director. The
monthly license shall be effective from the first day of the month
in which it is purchased, through the last day of that calendar
month. The director or his authorized agent shall issue license tabs
stating the month for which the vehicle is licensed, which tabs shall
be attached by the owner or operator to the license plates of the
vehicle and shall be displayed thereon throughout the month for
which they are issued. The director is authorized to establish rules
and regulations relative to the issuance and display of such tabs. No
vehicle licensed under the provisions of this section shall be op-
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erated over the public highways unless the owner or operator there-
of within five days after the expiration of any such monthly period
applies for, and pays the required fee for, a license for an additional
monthly period, a three-month period, or for the remainder of the
year. Any person who operates any such vehicle upon the public
highways after the expiration of said five days, shall be guilty of
a misdemeanor, and in addition shall be required to purchase a
gross weight license for the vehicle involved at the fee covering an
entire year’s license for operation thereof, less the fees for any
period or periods of the year already paid. If, within five days there-
after, no license for a full year has been purchased as required afore-
said, the Washington state patrol, county sheriff, or city police shall
impound such vehicle in such manner as may be directed for such
cases by the chief of the Washington state patrol, until such require-
ment is met.

46.16.133°. ———Penalty for operating vehicle for other pur-
pose. Any person who operates a vehicle, licensed under the pro-
visions of RCW 46.16.137 for the transportation of logs exclusively,
for the transportation of any cargo other than logs, shall be guilty
of a misdemeanor, and in addition shall be ineligible for a period
of two years from date of conviction for the purchase of a license
under the provisions of RCW 46.16.1317.

46.16.140 Overloading licensed capacity—Additional license—
Penalties. Any person who operates, or causes, permits, or suffers to
be operated upon a public highway of this state any auto stage,
motor truck, trailer, pole trailer, or semitrailer, with passengers, or
with a maximum gross weight, in excess of that for which the ve-
hicle is licensed shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

Any person who operates or causes to be operated upon a public
highway of this state any motor truck, trailer, pole trailer, or semi-
trailer with a maximum gross weight in excess of the maximum
gross weight for which the vehicle is licensed shall be deemed to
have set a new maximum gross weight and shall, in addition to any
penalties otherwise provided, be required to purchase a new license
covering the new maximum gross weight and any such person who
fails to secure such new license shall be guilty of a misdemeanor:
Provided, That this section shall not apply to for hire vehicles or
auto stages operating principally within cities and towns: Provided
further, That upon surrender of the license originally purchased the
director shall allow proper credit for the gross weight fee originally
paid: Provided further, That no such person may be permitted or
required to purchase the new license upon a gross weight which
would exceed the maximum gross weight allowed by law.
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46.16.145 ———Penalties. Any person violating any of the
provisions of RCW 46.16.140 shall, upon a first conviction, pay a fine
of not less than ten dollars nor more than twenty-five dollars; upon
a second conviction pay a fine of not less than twenty-five dollars
nor more than fifty dollars, and in addition the court may suspend
the certificate of license registration of his vehicle for not more
than thirty days; upon a third and subsequent conviction pay a fine
of not less than fifty dollars nor more than one hundred dollars, and
in addition the court shall suspend the certificate of license registra-
tion of the vehicle for not less than thirty days nor more than
ninety days.

Upon ordering the suspension of any certificate of license regis-
tration, the court or judge shall forthwith secure such certificate
and mail it to the director.

46.16.150 School buses exempt from load and seat capacity fees.
No provision of the law of this state shall be construed to require
for hire vehicle license or adult seating capacity fees, either directly
or indirectly for the transportation of school children or teachers, or
both, to and from school and other school activities, or either,
whether the same be done in motor vehicles owned, leased, rented
or used by the school authority or upon contract to furnish such
transportation: Provided, That this section shall apply to vehicles
used exclusively for the purpose set forth and in the event that any
vehicle so used is also used for any other purpose, such vehicle shall
be appropriately licensed for such other purpose, as required by this
chapter.

46.16.160 Fees on out-of-state commercial vehicles—Reciprocity.
Any commercial vehicle bearing valid license plates and registration
certificate of another state or territory and not registered in this
state and which under reciprocal relations with that state would
be required to obtain a motor vehicle license in this state may, in
lieu of a certificate of ownership and license registration, be issued
a permit. Such permit shall be issued in such form and under such
conditions as the director shall prescribe. Application for the per-
mit shall be made to the director or his designated agent on forms
provided by the director. On receiving such application, together
with fees as provided herein, a permit may be issued for a period of
not to exceed seventy-two consecutive hours.

The permit shall be valid for the conduct of interstate operations
only: Provided, however, That the director, or his designated agent,
shall be authorized to issue a further permit on the same vehicle
or combination of vehicles upon the expiration of an existing permit.

For each permit issued the director or his designated agent shall
assess an administrative charge of two dollars plus the following
fees:

[ 271 ]



CH. 12.] SESSION LAWS, 1961.

Vehicles with gross loads of

0 e, 9,999 1S .+ et $2.50
10,000............ 10,999 1BS.. ..o e $3.75
20,000............ 290999 1DS.. ..ottt $5.00
30,000............ 36,000 1DS.. .o vt $7.50

Provided further, That these fees shall not be subject to quarterly
reduction as provided in RCW 46.16.130. Such vehicles will be sub-
ject to all of the laws, rules and regulations affecting the operation
of like motor vehicles in this state. The permit shall be displayed
at all times in a prominent place on the vehicle, or if vehicle is a
trailer, then the permit shall be at all times in vehicle operator’s
possession. All fees collected under the provisions of this chapter
shall be forwarded by the director with a proper identifying de-
tailed report to the state treasurer who shall deposit such fees to the
credit of the motor vehicle fund: Provided, The imposition of the
capacity fees set forth in this section shall be considered reciprocal
and shall apply only to vehicles licensed in other states, which states
charge their full fees or approximately full fees, or charge upon a
basis similar to the one set up in this section, for vehicles licensed in
this state and operating in such other states, and in the event re-
ciprocity is accorded by other states, the capacity fee charged for
vehicles licensed in such other state or states, shall be on the same
basis as charged by such other respective state.

Note: See also section 1, chapter 306, Laws of 1961.

46.16.170 Gross weight to be marked on vehicle. Every motor
truck, trailer and semitrailer shall have painted or stenciled upon
the outside thereof, in a conspicuous place, in letters not less than
two inches high, the maximum gross weight for which the same is
licensed, as provided in this chapter, and it shall be unlawful for
the owner and operator of any such vehicle to display a maximum
gross weight for which such vehicle is licensed other than that
shown on the certificate of license registration of such vehicle.

46.16.180 Unlawful to carry passengers for hire without license.
It shall be unlawful for the owner or operator of any vehicle not
licensed annually for hire or as an auto stage and for which addi-
tional seating capacity fee as required by this chapter has not been
paid, to carry passengers therein for hire.

46.16.200 Applications to agents—Transmittal to director. Up-
on receipt by agents of the director, including county auditors, of
original applications for vehicle license accompanied by the proper
fees, such agents shall, if the applications are in proper form and
accompanied by such information as may be required by the direc-
tor, immediately forward them, together with the fees to the direc-
tor.
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46.16.210 Original applications—Renewals—Fees. (1) Upon re-
ceipt of the application and proper fee for original vehicle license,
the director shall make a recheck of the application and in the
event that there is any error in the application it may be returned
to the county auditor or other agent to effectively secure the cor-
rection of such error, who shall return the same corrected to the
director.

(2) Application for the renewal of a vehicle license shall be
made to the director or his agents, including county auditors, by the
registered owner on a form prescribed by the director. The applica-
tion must be accompanied by the certificate of registration for the
last registration period in which the vehicle was registered in Wash-
ington unless the applicant submits a preprinted application mailed
from Olympia, and the payment of such license fees and excise tax
as may be required by law. Such application shall be handled in
the same manner and the fees transmitted to the state treasurer in
in the same manner as in the case of an original application. Any
such application which upon validation becomes a renewal certifi-
cate need not have entered upon it the name of the lien holder, if
any, of the vehicle concerned.

46.16.220 Time of issuance of licenses—Duration. Vehicle li-
censes and vehicle license number plates may be issued for the cur-
rent registration licensing period on and after the first day thereof
and must be used and displayed from the date of issue or from the
thirtieth day after the expiration of the preceding licensing period
whichever date is later.

46.16.230 License plates to be furnished. The director shall fur-
nish to all persons making satisfactory application for vehicle li-
cense as provided by law, two identical vehicle license number
plates each containing the vehicle license number to be displayed
on such vehicle as by law required: Provided, That if the vehicle to
be licensed is a trailer, semitrailer or motorcycle only one vehicle
license number plate shall be issued for each thereof. The number
and plate shall be of such size and color and shall contain such
symbols indicative of the registration period for which the same is
issued and of the state of Washington, as shall be determined and
prescribed by the director. Any vehicle license number plate or
plates issued to a dealer shall contain thereon a sufficient and satis-
factory indication that such plates have been issued to a dealer in
vehicles. All vehicle license number plates shall be obtained by
the director from the metal working plant of the state penitentiary
at Walla Walla, if available therefrom.

Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this section, the
director may, in his discretion and under such rules and regulations
as he may prescribe, adopt a type of vehicle license number plates
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whereby the same shall be used as long as legible on the vehicle for
which issued, with provision for tabs or emblems to be attached
thereto or elsewhere on the vehicle to signify renewals, in which
event the term “vehicle license number plate” as used in any en-
actment shall be deemed to include in addition to such plate the tab
or emblem signifying renewal except when such plate contains the
designation of the current year without reference to any tab or
emblem. Renewals shall be effected by the issuance and display of
such tab or emblem.

46.16.240 Attachment of plates to vehicles—Violations enumer-
ated. The vehicle license number plates shall be attached conspicu-
ously at the front and rear of each vehicle for which the same are
issued and in such a manner that they can be plainly seen and read
at all times. Each vehicle license number plate shall be placed or
hung in a horizontal position at a distance of not less than one foot
nor more than four feet from the ground and shall be kept clean so
as to be plainly seen and read at all times: Provided, however, That
in cases where the body construction of the vehicle is such that
compliance with this section is impossible, permission to deviate
therefrom may be granted by the state commission on equipment.
It shall be unlawful to display upon the front or rear of any vehicle,
vehicle license number plate or plates other than those furnished
by the director of licenses for such vehicle or to display upon any
vehicle any vehicle license number plate or plates which have been
in any manner changed, altered, disfigured or have become illegible.
It shall be unlawful for any person to operate any vehicle unless
there shall be displayed upon such vehicle two valid vehicle license
number plates attached as herein provided.

46.16.260 License registration certificate — Endorsement — At-
tachment to vehicle. A certificate of license registration to be valid
must have endorsed thereon the signature of the registered owner
(if a firm or corporation, the signature of one of its officers or other
duly authorized agent), and must be enclosed in a suitable con-
tainer and attached to the vehicle for which it is issued, at all times
in the manner prescribed by the director. When the nature of the
vehicle will not permit display in the place prescribed by the direc-
tor, then such container with certificate therein shall be securely
affixed at some conspicuous position upon the vehicle where it can
be easily found, read, and inspected at all times by a person on the
outside of the vehicle. The container shall have a cover of trans-
parent material through which the certificate may be inspected as
to the information shown thereon, including the signature of the
registered owner, and it shall be unlawful for any person to operate
or have in his possession a vehicle without carrying thereon such
certificate of license registration as herein provided. Any person in
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charge of such vehicle shall, upon demand of any of the local author-
ities or of any peace officer or of any representative of the depart-
ment, permit an inspection of such certificate of license registration.

46.16.270 Loss or defacement of plates—Duplicates. Upon the
loss, defacement, or destruction of both of the vehicle license num-
ber plates issued for any vehicle or where they have become so il-
legible or in such a condition as to be difficult to distinguish, the
owner of the vehicle shall make application for new vehicle license
number plates upon a form furnished by the director, upon which
form it shall be required that the owner, in addition to other re-
quirements, make a complete statement as to the cause of the loss,
defacement, or destruction of the original plates, which statement
shall be subscribed and sworn to before a notary public or other
person authorized to certify to statements upon vehicle license ap-
plications. Such application shall be filed with the director or his
authorized agent, accompanied by the certificate of license registra-
tion of the vehicle and a fee in the amount of four dollars, where-
upon the director, or his authorized agent, shall issue new vehicle
license number plates to the applicant. Upon the loss, defacement,
or destruction of one of the vehicle license number plates issued for
any vehicle, application shall be made on a form provided by the
director and in the manner above prescribed, except that it shall
be accompanied by a fee of two dollars for a vehicle plate and one
dollar for a motorcycle plate. Upon the receipt of such application
and fee by the director, he shall issue to the applicant a duplicate
plate or plates of those lost, defaced, or destroyed. In the event the
director has issued license period tabs or a windshield emblem in-
stead of vehicle license number plates, and upon the loss, deface-
ment or destruction of said tabs or windshield emblem, application
shall be made on a form provided by the director and in the same
manner as above described, and shall be accompanied by a fee of one
dollar for each pair of tabs or for each windshield emblem, where-
upon the director shall issue to the applicant a duplicate pair of
tabs or a windshield emblem to replace those lost, defaced or de-
stroyed.

46.16.280 Sale, loss, or destruction of commercial vehicle—Pro-
cedure on change in license classification. In case of loss or destruc-
tion, sale or transfer of any for hire vehicle, auto stage, motor truck,
trailer, or semitrailer, the registered owner thereof may retain the
right to the load license or seat license to apply in licensing such ve-
hicle as may be procured in replacement thereof and in any case of
sale or transfer where load or seat license has not been assigned on
the certificate of license registration it will be presumed that the
same was intended to be retained by the previous registered owner
thereof. Whenever during the calendar year any vehicle has been
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so altered as to change its license classification, in such a manner
that the vehicle license number plates are rendered improper there-
for, the current vehicle license number plates shall be surrendered
to the director of licenses and new and proper vehicle license num-
ber plates issued on application therefor accompanied by a fee
therefor in the amount of one dollar in addition to any other or
different charge by reason of licensing under a new classification.
Such application shall be on forms prescribed by the director of
licenses and forwarded with proper fee to his office or the office of
his duly authorized agent.

46.16.290 License certificate and plates follow vehicle on trans-
fer—Exception. In any case of valid sale or transfer of the owner-
ship of any vehicle, the right to the certificates properly transferable
therewith and to the vehicle license number plates shall pass to the
purchaser or transferee and it shall be unlawful for the holder of
such certificates or vehicle license number plates to fail, neglect or
refuse to endorse such certificates and deliver such vehicle license
number plates to such purchaser or transferee: Provided, That if
such sale or transfer be of a vehicle licensed by the state or any
county, city, town, school district or other political subdivision en-
titled to exemption as provided by law, the vehicle license number
plates therefor shall be retained and may be displayed upon such
vehicle as may be procured in replacement of the vehicle so sold or
transferred.

46.16.310 Antique vehicles—“Horseless carriage” licenses. Not-
withstanding any other provisions of this chapter, any motor vehicle,
more than thirty years old, and owned and operated primarily as a
collector’s item shall, upon application and acceptance in the man-
ner and at the time prescribed by the department, be issued a spe-
cial commemorative license plate in lieu of the regular license
plates. Any vehicles to be so licensed must be in good running order.
In addition to paying all other initial fees required by law, each
applicant shall pay a fee of twenty-five dollars, which fee shall en-
title him to one permanent license plate valid for the life of the
vehicle.

The registration numbers and special license plates assigned
to such motor vehicles shall run in a separate numerical series, com-
mencing with “Horseless Carriage No. 1.” The plates shall be of a
distinguishing color.

In the event of defacement, loss or destruction of such special
plate, the owner shall apply for a replacement plate in the same
manner as prescribed by law for the replacement of regular plates.

All fees collected under this section shall be deposited in the
state treasury and credited to the motor vehicle fund.
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46.16.320 License plates for amateur radio operators—Fees—
Renewal. Every person having a valid official amateur radio
operator’s license issued for a term of five years by the federal
communications commission, is entitled to apply to the state director
of licenses for, and upon satisfactory showing, to receive, in lieu
of the regular motor vehicle license plates similar plates bearing
the official amateur radio call letters of the applicant assigned by
the federal communications commission instead of numbers. In addi-
tion to the annual license fee collected under chapter 46.16 and
chapter 82.44, there shall be collected from each applicant for such
special license plates an additional license fee of five dollars upon
the issue of a state plate but shall not apply on those years that
a yearly tab is issued. Application for renewal of the amateur radio
operator’s call license plate must be made by January 10th of each
renewal year and all such applications shall be accompanied by a
notarized statement of facts included on the amateur’s valid FCC
license.

46.16.330 ———Disposition of plates upon transfer of interest
in vehicle, Whenever the owner of a registered vehicle transfers or
assigns his title or interest thereto, the license plates issued under
RCW 46.16.320 through 46.16.360 shall be removed from the motor
vehicle and, if another vehicle is acquired, attached thereto and the
director of licenses shall be immediately notified of such transfer of
plates; otherwise the removed plates shall be immediately for-
warded to the director of licenses to be reissued later upon payment
of the regular license fee.

46.16.340 ————Civil defense, state patrol, county sheriffs to
be furnished information. The director of licenses, from time to
time, shall furnish the state department of civil defense, the Wash-
ington state patrol and all county sheriffs a list of the names, ad-
dresses and license plate or radio station call letters of each person
possessing the special amateur radio station license plates so that
the facilities of such radio stations may be utilized to the fullest
extent in the work of these governmental agencies.

46.16.350 ————Duties of holder when radio license expires
or is revoked—Penalty. Any radio amateur operator who holds a
special call letter license plate as issued under the provisions of
RCW 46.16.320 through 46.16.360, and who has allowed his federal
communications commission license to expire, or has had it revoked,
must notify the director of licenses in writing within thirty days
and surrender his call letter license plate. Failure to do so will con-
stitute a gross misdemeanor.

46.16.400 Staggered registration. Vehicles subject to—Registra-
tion periods established. On or after January 1, 1962, all vehicles as
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defined in RCW 46.04.670, except motor trucks, truck tractors, trail-
ers, semitrailers, motor buses and bus trailers, taxicabs, motor bi-
cycles, motorcycles, electric vehicles, armored cars, wreckers, tow
cars, dealer vehicles, and vehicles owned by the state or political
subdivisions thereof, the United States and branches thereof, and
consuls of foreign countries, shall be registered for a period of
twelve consecutive calendar months. There are established twelve
registration periods, each of which shall start on the first day of
each calendar month of the year and shall end on the last day of the
twelfth month from date of beginning. The period beginning Janu-
ary 1st shall be designated the first period, and the subsequent pe-

riods shall be numbered consecutively thereafter.
Note: See also section 1, chapter 163, Laws of 1961.

46.16.410 ————Vehicles operated for first time on and after
January 1, 1962. All motor vehicles, other than those exempted by
RCW 46.16.400, which are operated for the first time on or after
January 1, 1962 upon the public highways of this state, shall be sub-
ject to registration and payment of fee for the twelve-month period

commencing with the first day of the month of operation.
Note: See also section 2, chapter 163, Laws of 1961.

46.16.420 ———Fractional Registration Periods—Fees— Rules.
In order to allow an orderly change over from the system of calen-
dar year registration to the staggered registration system, the
director of licenses may register such motor vehicles as are defined
in RCW 46.16.400 for less than a twelve-month period. This may be
done at any time or times during the ten-year period beginning
January 1, 1962 when the director of licenses determines that such
fractional registration tends to fulfill the purpose of the staggered
registration system. For such fractional registration periods the reg-
istration fee shall be computed and imposed on the basis of the ratio
that such fractional registration periods bear to a full twelve months
registration period. The director of licenses shall prescribe reason-
able rules to govern such fractional registration. The allocation of
motor vehicles to said new monthly intervals by this fractional
registration shall be such as will result, in the judgment of the di-
rector, in a uniform distribution of the clerical work of registration
throughout the year.

Note: See also section 3, chapter 163, Laws of 1961.

46.16.430 ————Vehicles not previously registered and oper-
ated first after January 1, 1962. Motor vehicles, other than those ex-
empted by RCW 46.16.400, not previously registered in this state and
operated upon the public highways of this state for the first time
on or after January 1, 1962, shall be registered for a full twelve-
months period commencing the first day of the month of operation.

Note: See also section 4, chapter 163, Laws of 1961.
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46.16.440 ———Director may execute regulations. On and
after January 1, 1962 the director is empowered and authorized to
make and execute all administrative regulations necessary to
accomplish an enforcement of the provisions of RCW 46.16.220,
46.16.230, 46.16.400 through 46.16.440 and 82.44.020.

Note: See also section 5, chapter 163, Laws of 1961.

Chapter 46.20

OPERATORS’ LICENSES

46.20.010 Awuthority of director. The director of licenses shall
have the general supervision and control of the issuing of vehicle
operators’ licenses and shall have the full power to do all things
necessary and proper to carry out the provisions of this chapter
relating to the licensing of vehicle operators; he shall have the
power to appoint and employ deputies, assistants and representa-
tives, and such clerks as shall be required from time to time, and to
provide for their operation in different parts of the state and shall
have the power to appoint the county auditors or county sheriffs of
the several counties or the officers of the Washington state patrol
as his agents for the taking of applications for vehicle operators’
licenses and to supervise, control and direct their conduct as such
agents. Any county auditor or county sheriff so appointed shall act
as directed by the director of licenses in the receiving of applications
and fees for vehicle operators’ licenses or otherwise.

46.20.020 Operator’s license required—Exceptions. It shall be un-
lawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle upon any of the
public highways of this state unless such person shall have in his
possession a current and valid vehicle operator’s license issued on
his own application as provided in this chapter: Provided, That no
person shall be required to obtain an operator’s license for the
purpose of driving or operating road machinery, or any farm tractor
or implement of husbandry temporarily drawn, moved or propelled
on a public highway: Provided further, That no person in the
service of the army, navy, or marine corps or coast guard of the
United States or in the service of the national guard of this state or
any other state when furnished with their operator’s permit and
when operating an official motor vehicle in such service shall be

required to obtain a vehicle operator’s license.
Note: See also section 1, chapter 134, Laws of 1961.

46.20.030 Persons ineligible, generally — Procedure as to dis-
abled—Restricted licenses. (1) The director of licenses shall not
issue a vehicle operator’s license to any person under the age of
sixteen years: Provided, That any person over the age of fifteen
years, who is enrolled in a course of driver’s training accredited by
the state department of public instruction, may drive a motor

[279]



Ca.12.] SESSION LAWS, 1961.

vehicle upon the public highways of this state while accompanied
by a qualified instructor of such course who occupies the seat beside
the driver. Such operation of a motor vehicle as described in this
subsection need not be supported by a temporary instruction permit
otherwise required;

(2) The director of licenses shall not issue a vehicle operator’s
license to any person whose vehicle operator’s license has been
suspended, during the period for which such license was suspended,
nor shall the director issue a vehicle operator’s license to any person
whose vehicle operator’s license has been revoked until the expira-
tion of one year from the revocation of such license, nor shall the
director issue a vehicle operator’s license to any person whose
vehicle operator’s license has been canceled until he shall determine
that it is proper to do so and the applicant is otherwise entitled
thereto;

(3) The director of licenses shall not issue a vehicle operator’s
license to any person whom he has determined is an habitual
drunkard or is addicted to the use of narcotic drugs;

(4) The director of licenses shall not issue a vehicle operator’s
license to any person who has previously been adjudged insane or
an idiot, epileptic, imbecile or feeble-minded, and who has not at
the time of application been restored to competency by judicial
decree or released from a hospital for the insane or feeble-minded
upon a certificate of the superintendent that such person is compe-
tent; nor shall the director then issue a vehicle operator’s license to
such person unless he is satisfied that such person is competent to
operate a motor vehicle with safety to persons and property;

(5) The director of licenses shall not issue a vehicle operator’s
license to any person when in the opinion of the director such person
is afflicted with or suffering from such physical or mental disability
or disease as will serve to prevent such person from exercising a
reasonable and ordinary control of a motor vehicle while operating
the same upon the public highways, nor shall a license be issued to
any person who is unable to understand highway warning or direc-
tion signs in the English language: Provided, however, That the
director of licenses may permit any such person to demonstrate
personally that notwithstanding such disability or disease he is a
proper person to operate a motor vehicle and may further require
a certificate of such person’s condition signed by a proper authority
designated by the director and the director in his discretion may
cause to be issued to such person a restricted vehicle operator’s
license containing such restriction as he may deem advisable under
all the circumstances and such restriction shall be endorsed on such
restricted vehicle operator’s license. A person holding such a re-
stricted vehicle operator’s license shall not operate a motor vehicle
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except as, when and where permitted under such restriction and the
director of licenses may at any time with or without further cause
cancel or revoke such restricted license: Provided further, That this
subsection shall not be construed to prevent the director from refus-
ing a vehicle operator’s license, either restricted or unrestricted, to
any person whom he shall determine incapable of operating a motor
vehicle with safety to himself and to persons and property.

46.20.050 Procedure as to visually defective persons. The director
of licenses shall not issue a vehicle operator’s license to any person
whose vision is not twenty-fifty or better, with either eye or both
eyes according to test for vision as in this chapter provided: Pro-
vided, That any person whose naked vision is less than twenty-fifty
with either or both eyes but whose vision has been corrected to
twenty-fifty or better by the use of glasses may be issued a condi-
tional vehicle operator’s license, conditioned that such person may
operate a motor vehicle only when wearing glasses which will
correct his vision to meet the requirements of this section, which
condition shall be noted on the vehicle operator’s license of such
person and it shall be unlawful for such person to operate a motor
vehicle upon any public highway of this state unless such person is
at the time complying with such condition: Provided further, That
whenever a person whose naked vision is less than twenty-fifty is
unable to accomplish the correction of this condition by artificial
means and shall produce a statement from a registered oculist to
that effect, the director may, in his discretion, conduct an examina-
tion to determine such person’s ability to operate a motor vehicle
upon the public highways of this state with safety in spite of such
infirmity. If the director of licenses be satisfied that such person can
operate a motor vehicle upon the public highways of this state with
safety in spite of such infirmity, then the director may issue to such
person a conditional vehicle operator’s license permitting such
person to operate a motor vehicle upon the public highways under
such conditions, limitations and restrictions as to speed, points of
operation, and time or times of operation, or any other conditions,
limitations or restrictions as he shall deem advisable.

Note: See also section 1, chapter 119, Laws of 1961.

46.20.060 Procedure as to legless or armless persons. The director
of licenses shall not issue a vehicle operator’s license to any person
lacking a hand, arm or leg nor to any such person using an artificial
member unless such person is otherwise entitled to the issuance
thereof and shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the director that
despite such infirmity he is capable of operating a motor vehicle
with safety.

46.20.070 Juvenile agricultural driving permits. Upon receiving
a written application on a form provided by the director of licenses
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for permission for a person under the age of sixteen years to operate
a motor vehicle under twenty thousand pounds gross weight over
and upon the public highways of this state in connection with farm
work, the director is hereby authorized to issue a limited driving
permit to be known as a juvenile agricultural driving permit, such
issuance to be governed by the following procedure:

(1) The application must be signed by the applicant and by the
applicant’s father, mother or legal guardian.

(2) Upon receipt of the application, the director shall cause an
examination of the applicant to be made as by law provided for the
issuance of a motor vehicle operator’s license.

(3) The director shall cause an investigation to be made of the
need for the issuance of such operation by the applicant.

Such permit shall authorize the holder to operate a motor vehicle
over and upon the public highways of this state within a restricted
farming locality which shall be described upon the face thereof.

A permit issued under this section shall expire one year from
date of issue, except that upon reaching the age of sixteen years
such person holding a juvenile agricultural driving permit shall be
required to make application for a motor vehicle operator’s license.

The director of licenses shall charge a fee of one dollar for each
such permit and renewal thereof to be paid as by law provided for the
payment of motor vehicle operator’s licenses and deposited to the
credit of the highway safety fund.

The director shall have authority to transfer this permit from
one farming locality to another but this does not constitute a re-
newal of the permit.

The director shall have authority to deny the issuance of a
juvenile agricultural driving permit to any person whom he shall
determine incapable of operating a motor vehicle with safety to
himself and to persons and property.

The director shall have authority to suspend, revoke or cancel
the juvenile agricultural driving permit of any person when in his
sound discretion he has cause to believe such person has committed
any offense for which mandatory suspension or revocation of a
motor vehicle operator’s license is provided by law.

The director shall have authority to suspend, cancel or revoke
a juvenile agricultural driving permit when in his sound discretion
he is satisfied the restricted character of the permit has been
violated.

46.20.080 Nonresident licensing. (1) A nonresident over the
age of sixteen years who has been duly licensed as an operator under
a law requiring the licensing of operators in his home state or
country and who has in his immediate possession a valid vehicle
operator’s license issued to him in his home state or country shall be
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permitted without examination or vehicle operator’s license of this
state to operate a motor vehicle upon the highways of this state;

(2) It shall be unlawful for any nonresident whose home state
or country does not require the licensing of vehicle operators to
operate any motor vehicle upon any public highway of this state
without first making application for and obtaining a vehicle oper-
ator’s license in this state, except that said unlicensed nonresident
over the age of sixteen years and who is the registered or legal
owner of a motor vehicle and has a valid vehicle license for the
current calendar year in the state or country of which the owner is
a resident, may operate such motor vehicle upon the public high-
ways of this state for a period of not more than thirty days in any
one calendar year without making application for or obtaining a
vehicle operator’s license in this state, upon the condition that the
motor vehicle shall at all times display the vehicle license number
plate or plates issued therefor in the home state or country of such
owner and that the nonresident registered owner has in his immedi-
ate possession a license registration certificate or similar evidence
showing his vehicle ownership or registration in his home state
or country.

46.20.090 Application for license—Contents—Fee. Every appli-
cation for a vehicle operator’s license shall be made upon the form
prescribed and furnished by the director and shall be verified by the
applicant before a person authorized to administer oaths or before
an officer of the Washington state patrol or other person authorized
by the director to certify to the signature on such application and
shall be forwarded to the director. A fee of four dollars shall be paid
by each applicant. Whenever applications are received by the
Washington state patrol, a county auditor or other agent of the
director, the application together with the fee shall be forwarded to
the director, who shall transmit the fees to the state treasurer on the
day following their collection.

Every application shall state the name, date of birth, sex, and
residence address of the applicant, and whether or not the applicant
has heretofore been licensed as a vehicle operator and if so when
and by what state, and whether or not such license has ever been
suspended, revoked, canceled, or refused, and if so the date of and
reason for such suspension, revocation, cancellation, or refusal.

46.20.100 Application of minor—Cosignature required. The di-
rector of licenses shall not consider the application of any minor
under the age of twenty-one years for a vehicle operator’s license
unless the application is also signed by the father of the applicant,
if the father is living and has custody of the applicant, otherwise by
the mother or guardian having the custody of such minor, or in the
event a minor under the age of twenty-one has no father, mother,
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or guardian, then a vehicle operator’s license shall not be issued to
the minor unless his application is also signed by his employer.

46.20.102 Minor’s license to be stamped “minor.” Any motor
vehicle operator’s license issued to a person under the age of twenty-
one years shall bear the word “minor” indelibly stamped thereon in
red letters not less than one-half inch in height, such lettering to be
stamped diagonally across the face of said license.

46.20.104 ——Deletion of word “minor” when majority at-
tained. A minor attaining the age of twenty-one years prior to the
expiration date of his motor vehicle operator’s license may upon
proper application to the licensing agent have issued to him without
fee a substitute license from which the word “minor” shall be deleted.

46.20.106 Evidence of applicant’s age may be required. Any
officer authorized to issue motor vehicle operator’s licenses in this
state is empowered to require satisfactory evidence of the age of the
applicant as a condition precedent to the issuance of any motor
vehicle operator’s license.

46.20.110 Temporary instruction permits—Fee. The director of
licenses upon receiving from any person over the age of sixteen
years an application for a temporary instruction permit may in his
discretion issue such a permit entitling the applicant, while having
such permit in his immediate possession, to operate a motor vehicle
upon the public highways for a period of sixty days when accom-
panied by a licensed vehicle operator who is actually occupying a
seat beside the operator and there is no other person in the vehicle.
Temporary instruction permit shall be issued upon payment of a fee
of fifty cents in the manner provided for the payment of fees for
vehicle operator licenses.

Note: See also section 1, chapter 214, Laws of 1961.

46.20.120 Applicants for new license or renewal to be examined
—Waiver on renewal—Fee—New license defined. No new vehicle
operator’s license shall be issued and no previously issued license
shall be renewed until the applicant therefor has submitted to and
qualified by a vehicle operator’s examination: Provided, That the
director may waive the examination of any person applying for the
renewal of an operator’s license issued under the laws of this state,
except when the director has reason to believe that an applicant for
an operator’s license is not qualified to hold an operator’s license
under this title. For an original examination a fee of two dollars
shall be paid by each applicant, in addition to the fee charged for
issuance of his license. A new license shall be one issued to an
operator who has not been previously licensed in this state or to an
operator whose last previous Washington license expired over four
years prior to date of application.
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46.20.130 Content and conduct of examinations. The director
shall prescribe the content of the vehicle operator’s license examina-
tion and the manner of conducting the examination, which shall
include:

(1) A test of the applicant’s eyesight, his ability to understand
highway signs regulating, warning, and directing traffic, and his
knowledge of the traffic laws of this state;

(2) An actual demonstration of his ability to operate a motor
vehicle in such a manner as not-to jeopardize the safety of persons
or property; and

(3) Such further examination as the director deems necessary
(a) to determine whether any facts exist which would bar the
issuance of a vehicle operator’s license under chapters 46.20, 46.24,
and 46.28, and (b) to determine the applicant’s fitness to operate a
motor vehicle safely on the highways.

46.20.140 Time and place of examinations—Examination as evi-
dence. The vehicle operator’s license examination provided in this
chapter shall be conducted at places and time reasonably available
to the people of this state. The results of each examination shall be
forwarded with the application and shall be filed in the case record
of the applicant as a permanent record in the office of the director
of licenses. Such examination shall be without prejudice to the
individual submitting the same and shall be for the confidential use
of the director of licenses and Washington state patrol. No such
examination or the result thereof shall be used as evidence in an
action in any court except in an action by or against the director of
licenses involving the revocation, suspension, cancellation or refusal
of a vehicle operator’s license and in which such examination shall
be or become a material fact.

46.20.150 Reexamination may be required in certain cases—
Delegation of reexamination authority—Appeal. Whenever the di-
rector has reasonable cause to believe, that the holder of a motor
vehicle operator’s license is or has become a faulty and unsafe
driver of a motor vehicle or may become such bécause of physical,
mental, or other defects, he may require the licensee to submit to a
reexamination as to his qualifications to operate a motor vehicle.
Reexamination authority may be delegated by the director to license
examining officers at various examining stations of anyone deemed
a faulty or unsafe driver as described above.

The director may require persons within certain age groups to
be reexamined periodically if accident and violation reports in the
department or in the state patrol indicate a disproportionate per-
centage of unsafe drivers in such age groups.

Subject to the provisions of RCW 46.20.120 and except as pro-

[285]



CH. 12.] SESSION LAWS, 1961.

vided in this section, the holders of valid motor vehicle operators’
licenses shall not be required to be reexamined.

Should any licensee be dissatisfied with any decision of the
director or other officer specified in this section he shall have the
right to appeal therefrom to the superior court of Thurston county,
or at his option to the superior court of the county of his residence.

46.20.160 Issuance of license. The director upon receipt of appli-
cation for a vehicle operator’s license and fee in the sum of four
dollars, shall issue to every person qualified to be licensed as a
vehicle operator, a vehicle operator’s license, which shall bear the
distinguishing number assigned to the license and a brief descrip-
tion of the licensee for the purpose of identification, and a space for
the signature of the licensee.

46.20.170 Filing of applications. After issuing such license the
director of licenses shall file the application together with any
documentary evidence required in the issuance of such license,
including examination and confidential reports, in the operator’s
case record established for that purpose in the office of the director
of licenses.

46.20.180 Duration of license—Renewal—Fee. (1) Every ve-
hicle operator’s license issued hereunder shall be valid until sus-
pended, canceled or revoked, as provided by law: Provided, That
all vehicle operator’s licenses hereunder shall expire on the anni-
versary of the date of birth of the operator, two years or less after
the date of issue.

(2) Every vehicle operator’s license issued hereunder shall be
valid for a term of two years, except as otherwise provided, and
shall be renewed for a like period on or before the second anniver-
sary of the licensee’s date of birth next succeeding date of issue for
a further period of two years from such anniversary, upon receipt
of the application and fee as in the case of original application as
provided herein.

(3) Every person making application for the first time in the
state for a vehicle operator’s license shall, upon payment of a fee of
four dollars, receive an operator’s license expiring on the appli-
cant’s second birthday after the date of issue.

46.20.190 License signed by licensee—In immediate possession
when operating vehicle. (1) Every person licensed as a vehicle
operator shall write his usual signature with pen and ink in the
space provided for that purpose on the vehicle operator’s license
certificate issued to him immediately upon receipt of such certifi-
cate, and such license shall not be valid until the certificate is so
signed;

(2) The licensee shall have such vehicle operator’s license in
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his immediate possession at all times when operating a motor
vehicle and shall display the same upon demand to any peace officer
or to any other person when and if required by law to do so.

46.20.200 Lost or destroyed licenses—Duplicates—Fee. In the
event that a vehicle operator’s license shall be lost or destroyed, the
person to whom the same was issued may obtain a duplicate
thereof upon furnishing proof of such fact satisfactory to the direc-
tor of licenses and upon reapplication without reexamination and
payment of a fee of fifty cents to the director of licenses.

46.20.210 Prohibited practices. It shall be unlawful for any per-
son to commit any of the following acts:

(1) To display or cause to permit to be displayed or have in
possession any vehicle operator’s license, knowing the same to be
fictitious or to have been canceled, revoked, suspended or altered;

(2) To lend to, or knowingly permit the use of by one not
entitled thereto, any vehicle operator’s license issued to the person
so lending or permitting the use thereof;

(3) To display or to represent as one’s own any vehicle opera-
tor’s license not issued to the person so displaying the same;

(4) To fail or refuse to surrender to any court, peace or traffic
officer, or the director of licenses upon demand, any vehicle opera-
tor’s license on notice that the same has been suspended, canceled
or revoked as provided by law,;

(5) To use a false or fictitious name or give a false or fictitious
address in any application for a vehicle operator’s license, or any
renewal or duplicate thereof, or knowingly to make a false state-
ment or knowingly to conceal a material fact or otherwise commit a
fraud in any such application.

46.20.220 Unlawful renting of vehicle to unlicensed person—
Rental record. (1) It shall be unlawful for any person to rent
a motor vehicle to any other person unless the latter person is then
duly licensed as a vehicle operator in this state or, in case of a non-
resident, then that he is duly licensed as an operator under the laws
of the state or country of his residence except a nonresident whose
home state or country does not require that a motor vehicle operator
be licensed;

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person to rent a motor vehicle
to another person until he has inspected the vehicle operator’s
license of such other person and compared and verified the signature
thereon with the signature of such other person written in his
presence;

(3) Every person renting a motor vehicle to another person
shall keep a record of the vehicle license number of the motor
vehicle so rented, the name and address of the person to whom the
motor vehicle is rented, the number of the vehicle operator’s license
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of the person renting the vehicle and the date and place when and
where such vehicle operator’s license was issued. Such record shall
be open to inspection by any peace officer or anyone acting for the
director of licenses.

46.20.230 Unlawful to allow unlicensed person to operate ve-
hicle. It shall be unlawful for any person to cause or knowingly
permit his or her child or ward under the age of eighteen years to
operate a motor vehicle upon a public highway as a vehicle operator,
unless such child or ward shall have first obtained a vehicle opera-
tor’s license to so operate a motor vehicle. No person shall employ
any person to operate a motor vehicle who is not licensed as an
operator. No person shall authorize or knowingly permit a motor
vehicle owned by him or under his control to be operated by any
person who is not legally licensed as an operator.

46.20.240 Age limit for sc¢hool bus drivers and drivers of for hire
vehicles. It shall be unlawful for any person, whether licensed as an
operator or not, who is under the age of eighteen years to drive a
motor vehicle while in use as a school bus for the transportation of
pupils to or from school or for any person, whether licensed as an
operator or not, who is under the age of twenty-one years to drive
any for hire vehicle, auto stage or other motor vehicle while in use
as a public passenger carrier for hire.

46.20.250 Mandatory revocation of license by court. Every court
in fixing the penalty shall forthwith revoke the vehicle operator’s
license of a person upon his conviction of any of the following
crimes, when such conviction has become final:

(1) Manslaughter or negligent homicide resulting from the
operation of a motor vehicle;

(2) Perjury or the making of a false affidavit to the director
under any licensing law pertaining to motor vehicles or any other
law of this state requiring the registration of motor vehicles or
regulating their operation on public highways;

(3) Any crime punishable as a felony under the motor vehicle
laws of this state or any other felony in the commission of which a
motor vehicle is used;

(4) Conviction or forfeiture of bail upon three charges of reck-
less driving all within the preceding two years;

(5) A conviction of an operator of a motor vehicle, involved in
an accident resulting in the death or injury of another person, upon
a charge of failing to stop and disclose his identity at the scene of
the accident;

(6) Conviction or forfeiture of bail upon three charges of oper-
ating a vehicle while under the influence of or affected by the use
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of intoxicating liquor or of any narcotic drug, all within the preced-
ing five years;

(7) Theft of a motor vehicle by a juvenile.

The foregoing offenses shall be in addition to any other offenses
for which revocation of a vehicle operator’s license is by law
provided.

46.20.260 Suspension for reckless driving. Upon the conviction
of any person for reckless driving, or upon the forfeiture of bail
or collateral for the appearance of any person charged with reckless
driving, the court shall, in addition to any other penalty fixed, forth-
with suspend the vehicle operator’s license of any such person for a
period of not less than thirty days.

46.20.270 Court to take up license and forward to director, when.
Whenever the vehicle operator’s license of any person is suspended,
revoked or canceled for any violations, the judge passing such
sentence shall forthwith secure the immediate forfeiture of the
vehicle operator’s license of such convicted person and immediately
forward such vehicle operator’s license to the director of licenses,
and on failure of such convicted person to deliver up such vehicle
operator’s license the judge shall cause such person to be confined
for the period of such suspension, revocation or cancellation or until
such vehicle operator’s license is delivered up to such judge:
Provided, That in the event such convicted person shall testify that
he does not and at the time of the offense did not have a current and
valid vehicle operator’s license, then the judge shall cause such
person to be charged with the operation of a motor vehicle without
a current and valid vehicle operator’s license and on conviction
punished as by the law provided, and the director of licenses shall
not issue a vehicle operator’s license to such person during the
period of such suspension: Provided, also, That in the event that the
vehicle operator’s license of such convicted person has been lost or
destroyed and such convicted person shall make an affidavit to that
effect, sworn to before the judge, he shall not be so confined to
forfeit the same, but the director of licenses shall not issue or re-
issue a vehicle operator’s license for such convicted person during
the period of such suspension, revocation or cancellation.

46.20.280 Courts to forward record of convictions. Every court
having jurisdiction over any of the offenses committed under this
title or any other act of this state or under the ordinance of any
incorporated city or town of this state regulating the operation of
vehicles on any of the public highways, shall forward to the director
of licenses a record of the conviction of or forfeiture of bail by any
person in said court for the violation of any provisions relating to
the licensing of vehicle operators or of any act of this state regulating
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the operation of vehicles on any of the public highways and a record
of the conviction of or forfeiture of bail by any person in said court
for the violation of any municipal ordinances which violation would
also be an offense under the provisions relating to the licensing of
motor vehicle operators or any act of this state regulating the opera-
tion of vehicles on any of the public highways in which case such
court may in its discretion revoke or suspend the vehicle operator’s
license of such person.

46.20.290 Suspension of license by director—Causes. The director
may in his sound discretion immediately suspend the vehicle opera-
tor’s license of any person whenever he has reason to believe:

(1) That such person has committed an offense for which
mandatory suspension or revocation of licenses is provided by law;

(2) That such person has, by reckless or unlawful operation of
a motor vehicle, caused or contributed to an accident resulting in
death or injury to any other person or serious property damage;

(3) That such person is incompetent to drive a motor vehicle or
is afflicted with mental or physical infirmities or disabilities render-
ing it unsafe for such person to operate a motor vehicle upon the
public highways; or

(4) That such person is a habitually reckless or negligent
operator of a motor vehicle or has committed a serious violation of
the motor vehicle laws of this state.

Whenever the director suspends the vehicle operator’s license of
a person for any reason, he shall immediately notify the licensee in
person or by registered or certified mail, and may thereafter upon
further information either rescind his temporary order of suspen-
sion, or, good cause appearing therefor, may continue in force such
suspension for the full period thereof.

46.20.300 Suspension, etc., for extraterritorial convictions. The
director of licenses may suspend, revoke, or cancel the vehicle
operator’s license of any resident of this state upon receiving notice
of the conviction of such person in another state of an offense
therein which, if committed in this state, would be ground for the
suspension or revocation of the vehicle operator’s license. The
director may further, upon receiving a record of the conviction in
this state of a nonresident operator of a motor vehicle of any offense
under the motor vehicle laws of this state, forward a certified copy
of such record to the motor vehicle administrator in the state of
which the person so convicted is a resident; such record to consist
of a copy of the judgment and sentence in the case.

46.20.310 Limit of suspension—License to be restored. The direc-
tor shall not suspend a vehicle operator’s license for a period of more
than one year and upon suspending, revoking, or canceling any
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license shall require that such license be surrendered to and re-
tained by him except that at the end of a period of suspension the
license so surrendered shall be returned to the licensee, upon proper
application for reinstatement.

46.20.320 Suspension, etc., effective although certificate not de-
livered. Any suspension, revocation, or cancellation of a vehicle
operator’s license shall be in effect notwithstanding the certificate
itself is not delivered over or possession thereof obtained by a court,
officer, or the director.

46.20.330 Revocation bars application for new license for one
year. Any person whose vehicle operator’s license is revoked shall
not be entitled to apply for or receive any new vehicle operator’s
license until the expiration of one year from the date of the revoca-
tion thereof.

46.20.340 Court review of director’s action. The suspension,
revocation, cancellation, or refusal by the director of any license or
certificate provided for in this and chapters 46.12, 46.16 and 46.20,
shall be conclusive unless the person whose license or certificate is
suspended, revoked, canceled, or refused appeals to the superior
court of Thurston county, or at his option to the superior court of
the county of his residence, for the purpose of having the suspension,
revocation, cancellation, or refusal of such license or certificate set
aside. Notice of appeal must be filed within ten days after receipt
of the notice of suspension, revocation, cancellation, or refusal. The
appeal shall not supersede the suspension, revocation, cancellation
or refusal of the license or certificate by the director. Upon the filing
of the notice of appeal the court shall issue an order to the director
to show cause why the license should not be granted or reinstated,
which order shall be returnable not less than ten days after the
date of service thereof upon the director. Service shall be in the
manner prescribed for service of summons and complaint in other
civil actions. Upon the hearing on the order to show cause, the
court shall hear evidence concerning matters with reference to
the suspension, revocation, cancellation, or refusal of the license
or certificate and shall enter judgment either affirming or setting
aside such suspension, revocation, cancellation, or refusal.

46.20.350 Penalty for driving after suspension, etc. Any person
whose vehicle operator’s license has been suspended, revoked or
canceled, and who shall operate any motor vehicle upon the public
highways of this state while such license is suspended, revoked or
canceled, shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor, and upon convic-
tion shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail for not
less than ten days nor more than one year and by a fine of not more
than one thousand dollars.
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46.20.360 Requisites for reinstatement or new license—Perjury.
When any person, whose operator’s license has been suspended,
revoked or canceled, desires to have the same reinstated or new
operator’s license issued, he shall not be entitled to such reinstate-
ment or new license unless and until he shall make affidavit on oath
to the effect that the period of suspension, revocation or cancella-
tion has expired and that he has not at any time during such period
of suspension, revocation or cancellation operated any vehicle upon
the public highways of this state. '

In case any person desiring to have his operator’s license re-
instated or a new operator’s license issued, should fail or refuse to
make the affidavit required by this section, such person shall be
deemed prima facie guilty of violating such suspension, revocation
or cancellation and such license shall not be reinstated nor shall any
new license be issued to such person and the suspension or revoca-
tion of such vehicle operator’s license shall be continued for a sub-
sequent period equal to the original period of suspension or revoca-
tion and from the date of such application for reinstatement or new
vehicle operator’s license.

Any person making affidavit as required in this title and who
shall make a false or fraudulent statement as to any material fact
shall be guilty of perjury.

46.20.380 Occupational operator’s license. Fee. No person shall
file a petition for an occupational operator’s license as provided in
RCW 46.20.390 unless he shall first pay to the director of licenses
or other person authorized to accept applications and fees for
operator’s licenses a fee of ten dollars. The applicant shall receive
upon payment an official receipt for the payment of such fee. All
such fees shall be forwarded to the director who shall transmit
such fees to the state treasurer in the same manner as other opera-
tor’s license fees.

46.20.390 ———Petition — Procedure — Issuance — Restric-
tions—Duration—Revocation. Any person who has had or may
have his operator’s license suspended or revoked because he has
been convicted of or has forfeited bail for any first offense relating
to motor vehicles, other than negligent homicide or manslaughter,
and, if such person is engaged in an occupation or trade making it
essential that he operate a motor vehicle, such person may file with
any judge of a court of record, justice court, or municipal court
having criminal jurisdiction in the county of such person’s residence
a verified petition, together with the receipt for the fee paid, setting
forth in detail his need for operating a motor vehicle. Thereupon,
if the petitioner has not been convicted of or has not forfeited bail
for any such offense within one year immediately preceding the
present conviction or bail forfeiture, which offense in the opinion
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of the judge is not of such a nature as to preclude the granting of the
petition, the judge may order the director of licenses to issue an
occupational operator’s license to such person. A certified copy of
the petition together with the order for the license shall be mailed
to the director. When the order is issued by such judge, a certified
copy thereof shall be given to the petitioner which copy shall serve
as a temporary occupational operator’s license until the petitioner
receives the license issued by the director.

An occupational operator’s license shall permit the operation of
a motor vehicle not to exceed twelve hours per day and then only
when such operation is an essential part of the licensee’s occupation
or trade. Such license shall be issued for a period of not more than
one year,

The order for issuance of an occupational operator’s license
shall contain definite restrictions as to hours of the day, type of
occupation, areas or routes of travel to be permitted under such li-
cense and such other conditions as the judge granting the same
deems appropriate and that satisfactory proof of financial respon-
sibility has been filed as provided in chapters 46.24 and 46.28.

If such licensee is convicted for operating a motor vehicle in
violation of his restrictions, or of a traffic violation which in the
opinion of the director is such as would warrant suspension or revo-
cation of such license, or if the judge does not, upon the facts, see
fit to permit such person to retain his license, the director shall,
upon receipt of notice thereof, revoke such license. Such revocation
shall be effective as of the date of such violation, conviction or
withdrawal order, and it shall continue with the same force and
effect as other revocations under this title.

46.20400 ———When new operator’s license may be ob-
tained—Surrender of order and occupational operator’s license. If
an occupational operator’s license is issued and is not revoked dur-
ing the period for which issued the licensee may obtain a new opera-
tor’s license at the end of such period, but no new operator’s permit
shall be issued to such person until he surrenders his occupational
operator’s license and his copy of the order and the director is sat-
isfied that he complies with all other provisions of law relative to
the issuance of an operator’s license.

46.20.410 ——Penalty. Any person convicted for violation
of any restriction of an occupational operator’s license shall
in addition to the immediate revocation of such license and any other
penalties provided by law be fined not less than fifty nor more than
two hundred dollars or imprisoned for not more than six months or
both such fine and imprisonment.
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Chapter 46.24

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY—PROOF AFTER CERTAIN
CONVICTIONS AND JUDGMENTS

46.24.010 Definitions. For the purposes of this chapter:

“Motor vehicle” includes every vehicle which is self-propelled
and every vehicle which is propelled by electric power obtained from
overhead trolley wires, but not operated upon rails;

“Nonresident” means any person whose residence is outside this
state and who is temporarily sojourning within this state for a
period of not to exceed ninety days in any one year;

“State” includes any state of the United States, the District
of Columbia, or any province of the Dominion of Canada;

“Street or highway” means the entire width between boundary
lines of every way or place, publicly maintained, when any part
thereof is open to the use of the public for purposes of vehicular
travel.

46.24.020 Director to administer chapter. The director shall
administer and enforce the provisions of this chapter. He may
adopt and enforce such rules and regulations as may be necessary
for that purpose.

46.24.030 Operator’s license to be suspended on conviction,
plea of guilty, forfeiture of bail. The motor vehicle operator’s
license of a person shall be suspended forthwith without notice
or hearing by the director whenever such person by final order
or judgment has been convicted of, or has pleaded guilty to, or has
forfeited bail or collateral deposited to secure his appearance for
trial of (where such forfeiture has not been vacated), any offense
committed which requires suspension or revocation of the licenses of
such person in this state, or any offense in any other state which,
if committed in this state, would require suspension or revocation
of the licenses of such person in this state.

46.24.040 Period of suspension—Proof of ability to respond in
damages. The operator’s license shall remain suspended and shall
not at any time thereafter be renewed, nor shall any such license
be thereafter issued to such person, including a person not pre-
viously licensed, who by final order or judgment has been con-
victed of, pleaded guilty to, or forfeited bail or collateral de-
posited to secure his appearance for trial of (where such forfeiture
has not been vacated), any such offense or for operating a motor
vehicle upon the public highways without being licensed to do so,
until he gives proof of his ability to respond in damages for any
liability thereafter incurred, resulting from the ownership, main-
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tenance, use, or operation thereafter of a motor vehicle, for personal
injury to or death of any one person in the amount of at least ten
thousand dollars, and, subject to the aforesaid limit for any one
person injured or killed, of at least twenty thousand dollars for
personal injury to or death of two or more persons in any one
accident, and for damage to property in the amount of at least five
thousand dollars resulting from any one accident.

46.24.050 Proof of ability to respond may be given voluntarily
before accident. Proof of financial responsibility may be made
voluntarily by or on behalf of any person. The privilege of operating
a motor vehicle within this state shall not be suspended or with-
drawn to such person under the provisions hereof if such proof of
financial responsibility has been voluntarily filed or deposited prior
to the offense or accident out of which any conviction, judgment,
or order arises and if such proof, at the date of the conviction,
judgment, or order is valid and sufficient for the requirements of
this chapter.

If the director receives a record of any conviction, forfeiture of
bail or collateral, or judgment against such person which, in the
absence of proof of financial responsibility would have caused the
suspension of his operator’s license, the director shall forthwith
notify the insurer or surety of such person thereof.

46.24.060 Owner may give proof for chauffeur or member of
family. If it is established to the satisfaction to the director, (1)
that any person, whether a resident or nonresident of this state,
who has been convicted; pleaded guilty, or forfeited bail or collat-
eral, as aforesaid, was, upon the occasion of the offense upon which
such conviction, plea, or forfeiture was based, a chauffeur or motor
vehicle operator, however designated, in the employ of the owner of
the motor vehicle involved in such offense or a member of the imme-
diate family or household of the owner of such motor vehicle, and
(2) that there was not, at the time of the offense or subsequent
thereto, up to the date of such finding, any motor vehicle registered
in this state (or if a nonresident, in the state of his residence) in the
name of the person who has been convicted, pleaded guilty, or for-
feited bail or collateral, as aforesaid, in that event, if the person in
whose name the motor vehicle is registered gives proof of ability to
respond in damages according to the provisions hereof, which proof
the director shall accept, such chauffeur or other person shall be
relieved of the necessity of giving proof in his own behalf, so long
as he is operating a motor vehicle for which the owner has given
proof of his ability to respond in damages.

46.24.070 Proof of ability to respond, how established. Proof
of ability to respond in damages, when required under this chapter,
may be evidenced by any of the following:

[ 295 ]



CH. 12.] SESSION LAWS, 1961.

(1) A written certificate of any insurance carrier duly author-
ized to do business within this state, that it has issued to or for the
benefit of the person named therein a motor vehicle liability policy
or policies in the form hereinafter prescribed, which, at the date
of the certificate, are in full force and effect, and designating therein
by explicit description or by other adequate reference, all motor
vehicles to which the policy or policies apply. The director shall
not accept any certificate unless it specifies the name, address,
and the business, if any, of the insured, the kind of insurance
afforded by the policy, the premium charged therefor, the policy
period, and the limits of liability, nor unless it covers all motor
vehicles then registered in this state in the name of the person fur-
nishing proof. The certificates shall certify that the motor vehicle
liability policies therein referred to shall not be canceled or ex-
pire except as hereinafter provided, and that every such policy
complies with the requirements of this chapter. The issuance of a
certificate to serve as proof of ability to respond in damages shall
be conclusive evidence that every motor vehicle liability policy
therein referred to fully conforms to all requirements of this chapter.

If the person giving proof is a nonresident, a certificate as afore-
said, of any insurance carrier authorized to transact business in the
state in which the motor vehicle described in the certificate is
registered, or if none is described, then in the state in which the
insured resides, shall be accepted if such carrier (a) executes a
power of attorney authorizing the director to accept service of notice
or process in any action arising out of a motor vehicle accident
in this state, and (b) duly adopts a resolution providing that its
policies shall be deemed to be varied to comply with the law of this
state relating to the terms of motor vehicle liability policies issued
therein, and (c) agrees to accept as final and binding any final
judgment duly rendered in any action arising out of a motor vehicle
accident in a court of competent jurisdiction in this state. If a
foreign insurance carrier which has qualified to furnish proof of
ability to respond in damages as herein required defaults in any of
its undertakings or agreements, the director shall not thereafter
accept any certificate of such carrier, whether theretofore filed or
thereafter tendered, as proof of ability to respond in damages so
long as the default continues.

When an insurance carrier has certified a motor vehicle liability
policy under this chapter, it shall give ten days written notice
to the director before cancellation of such policy and the policy
shall continue in full force and effect until the date of cancellation
specified in the notice, unless it expires before that date.

(2) A bond executed by the person giving proof and by a surety
company duly authorized to do business in this state, or by the
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person giving proof and by two individual sureties, each having
clear title to real estate within this state in the amount of such bond,
which real estate shall be scheduled therein, and the director shall
not accept any such real estate bond unless it is first approved by
a judge of the superior court.

The director shall not accept any such bond unless it is con-
ditioned for payments in the same amounts and under the same
circumstances as required in a motor vehicle liability policy under
this chapter.

A bond may be canceled by giving ten days written notice
thereof to the director but cancellation of a bond shall not prevent
recovery thereon with respect to any right or cause of action arising
prior to the date of cancellation.

Before a bond is accepted by the director it shall be recorded
as other instruments affecting real property in the county or counties
wherein any real estate described therein is located. Any liability
covered by the conditions of the bond shall constitute a lien upon
such real estate effective as of the date the bond is recorded.

If a judgment rendered against the principal of such a bond
upon a liability covered by the conditions thereof is not satisfied
within thirty days after it becomes final, the judgment creditor
may, for his own use and benefit and at his expense, bring an action
in the name of the state against the persons who executed the bond,
including an action or proceeding to foreclose any lien that may
exist upon real estate of any such person. Such action or proceeding
shall be prosecuted in the same manner as, and subject to the pro-
visions of law applicable to, an action to foreclose a mortgage upon
real estate.

(3) A certificate of the state treasurer that the person therein
named has deposited with him money or collateral approved by him
in the amounts specified in RCW 46.24.040. The state treasurer shall
accept any such deposit and issue a certificate therefor, which the
director shall accept if accompanied by evidence that there are no
unsatisfied judgments against the depositor registered in the office
of the county clerk of the county wherein the depositor resides.

46.24.080 Other proof if original fails. Whenever any evidence
or proof of ability to respond in damages filed under the provisions
of this chapter no longer fulfills the purposes for which required,
the director shall require other evidence of ability to respond in
damages and shall suspend the operator’s license pending such proof.

46.24.090 Custody of bond or collateral. A bond, money, or
collateral filed or deposited by or on behalf of any person under the
provisions hereof, shall be held by the director or the treasurer to
satisfy, in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, any
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execution issued against such person on a judgment for damages as
aforesaid arising out of the ownership, maintenance, use, or opera-
tion of a motor vehicle. Money or collateral so deposited shall not
be subject to attachment or execution unless such attachment or
execution arises out of a suit for damages as aforesaid. Accruals
of interest thereon, if any, shall be the property of the depositor
and shall be paid over by the state treasurer to him, or his order
as received.

46.24.100 Motor vehicle liability or operator’s policy—Require-
ments. A motor vehicle liability policy as that term is used in this
chapter means a policy of liability insurance issued by an insurance
carrier authorized to transact business in this state to or for the
benefit of the person named therein as insured which policy shall
meet the following requirements:

(1) It shall designate by explicit description or by appropriate
reference all motor vehicles with respect to which coverage is there-
by intended to be granted.

(2) It shall insure the person named therein and any other per-
son using or responsible for the use of the motor vehicle or motor
vehicles with the express or implied permission of the insured.

(3) It shall insure every such person on account of the mainte-
nance, use, or operation of such motor vehicle or motor vehicles
within the continental limits of the United States or the Dominion
of Canada against loss from the liability imposed by law arising
from such maintenance, use, or operation to the extent and aggre-
gate amount, exclusive of interest and costs, with respect to each
such motor vehicle, of ten thousand dollars for bodily injury to or
death of one person as a result of any one accident and, subject to
said limit as to one person, the amount of twenty thousand dollars
for bodily injury to or death of all persons as a result of any one
accident and the amount of five thousand dollars for damage to
property of others as a result of any one accident.

When an operator’s policy is required it shall insure the person
named therein as insured against the liability imposed by law upon
the insured for bodily injury to or death of any person or damage
to property to the amounts and limits above set forth and growing
out of the use or operation by the insured within the continental
limits of the United States or the Dominion of Canada of any motor
vehicle not owned by him.

Any liability policy or policies issued hereunder need not cover
any liability of the insured assumed by or imposed upon him under
any workmen’s compensation law nor any liability for damage to
property in charge of the insured or the insured’s employees.

Any such policy may, however, grant any lawful coverage in
excess of or in addition to the coverage herein specified or contain
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any agreements, provisions, or stipulations not in conflict with the
provisions of this chapter and not otherwise contrary to law.

Any motor vehicle liability policy which by endorsement con-
tains the provisions required hereunder shall be sufficient proof of
ability to respond in damages.

The director may accept several policies of one or more such car-
riers which together meet the requirements of this section.

Any binder pending the issuance of a policy, which binder con-
tains or by reference includes the provisions hereof, shall be suf-
ficient proof of ability to respond in damages.

46.24.110 Operator’s policy, what constitutes. When a certifi-
cate is filed showing that a policy or policies have been issued cov-
ering all motor vehicles owned by the insured but not insuring
such person when operating a motor vehicle not owned by him it
shall be unlawful for such person to operate any motor vehicle not
owned by him or not covered by such certificate. In such event the
director shall designate the above restriction upon the motor ve-
hicle operator’s license of such person.

In the event the owner of a motor vehicle or motor vehicles de-
sires to be relieved of the foregoing restriction and to be permitted
to drive any other motor vehicle he may have such restriction re-
moved upon filing a certificate showing that there has been issued
to him a policy of insurance insuring him against liability imposed
by law for bodily injury to or death of any person or damage to
property, to the amounts and limits provided under RCW 46.24.100
with respect to any other vehicle operated by him, and which other-
wise complies with the requirements of this chapter with respect
to such type of policy. Such policy is herein referred to as an op-
erator’s policy.

When the person required to give proof of ability to respond in
damages is not the owner of a motor vehicle then an operator’s
policy of the type and coverage described in the preceding para-
graph shall be sufficient under this chapter.

46.24.120 Additional requirements of insurance policies. No mo-
tor vehicle liability policy or operator’s policy shall be accepted as
proof of ability to respond in damages hereunder unless all of the
following requirements are complied with:

(1) Any such policy shall specify the name, address, and busi-
ness, if any, of the insured, the coverage afforded by the policy, the
premium charged therefor, the policy period and the limits of lia-
bility and shall contain an agreement that the insurance thereunder
is provided in accordance with the coverage defined in this chapter
as respects bodily injury and death or property damage or both and
is subject to all the provisions hereof.

(2) Every motor vehicle liability policy and every operator’s
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policy accepted as proof under this chapter shall be subject to the
following provisions whether or not contained therein:

(a) The liability of the insurance carrier under any such policy
shall become absolute whenever loss or damage covered by the
policy occurs and the satisfaction by the insured of a final judgment
for such loss or damage shall not be a condition precedent to the
right or obligation of the carrier to make payment on account of
such loss or damage.

(b) The insurance carrier shall, however, have the right to set-
tle any claim covered by the policy, and if such settlement is made
in good faith the amount thereof shall be deductible from the limits
of liability specified in the policy.

(c) No such policy shall be canceled or annulled as respects any
loss or damage by any agreement between the carrier and the in-
sured after the insured has become responsible for such loss or
damage and any such cancellation or annulment shall be void.

(d) The policy may provide that the insured, or any other per-
son covered by the policy, shall reimburse the insurance carrier for
payment made on account of any loss or damage claim or suit in-
volving a breach of the terms, provisions, or conditions of the policy;
and further, if the policy provides for limits in excess of the limits
specified in this chapter, the insurance carrier may plead against
any plaintiff, with respect to the amount of such excess limits of
liability, any defenses which it may be entitled to plead against the
insured, and any such policy may further provide for the prorating
of the insurance thereunder with other applicable valid and col-
lectible insurance.

(e) The policy, the written application therefor, if any, and any
rider or endorsement which does not conflict with the provisions of
this chapter shall constitute the entire contract between the parties.

46.24.130 Certificate of insurance coverage. An insurance car-
rier who has issued a motor vehicle liability policy or policies or
any operator’s policy meeting the requirements of this chapter
shall upon request of the insured therein deliver to the insured for
filing, or at the request of the insured shall file direct with the
director, an appropriate certificate showing that such policy or
policies have been issued, which certificate shall meet the require-
ments hereof.

46.24.140 Other policies not affected. Nothing in this chapter
shall be held to apply to or affect policies of automobile insurance
against liability required by any other law of this state, and such
policies, if endorsed to conform to the requirements of this chapter
shall be accepted as proof of ability to respond in damages when
required under this chapter.
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46.24.150 Proof may be surrendered, when. The director shall,
upon request, cancel any bond or return any certificate of insurance,
or the director shall direct and the state treasurer shall return to
the person entitled thereto any money or collateral deposited pur-
suant to this chapter as proof of ability to respond in damages, or
waive the requirement of filing proof of ability to respond in dam-
ages in any of the following events:

(1) At any time after three years from the date such proof was
required: Provided, That the person on whose behalf the proof was
given has not, during the three years period immediately preceding
the request, been convicted of any offense referred to in RCW 46.24-
.030;

(2) In the event of the death of the person on whose behalf such
proof was filed, or the permanent incapacity of such person to
operate a motor vehicle;

(3) Upon the filing with the director by the person on whose
behalf proof of financial responsibilty was furnished of an affidavit
that he does not own and will not operate any motor vehicle in this
state for a period of one year or longer;

(4) In the event the person who has given proof of ability to
respond in damages surrenders his operator’s license;

(5) Upon the bona fide removal to another state or country of
the person on whose behalf such proof was filed.

No proof shall, however, be surrendered if an action for dam-
ages is pending against the person on whose behalf such proof of
financial responsibility was furnished or a judgment against such
person is outstanding and unsatisfied in respect to personal injury,
or in respect to damage to property resulting from the ownership,
maintenance, use, or operation of a motor vehicle; nor if a notice has
been filed with the director of an accident involving such person
occurring within the three month period immediately preceding
such request resulting from the use or operation of a motor vehicle.
An affidavit of the applicant under this section shall be sufficient
evidence of the facts in the absence of evidence to the contrary in
the records of the director.

Whenever a person to whom proof has been surrendered, applies
for an operator’s license within a period of three years from the
date proof of financial responsibility was originally required the
application shall be refused unless the applicant reestablishes proof
for the remainder of such period.

46.24.160 Substitution of proof. The director shall cancel any
bond or return any certificate of insurance, or the director shall
direct and the state treasurer shall return any money or collateral
to the person entitled thereto, upon the acceptance and substitution
of other adequate proof of financial responsibility pursuant to this
chapter.
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46.24.170 Director to furnish operating record. The director
shall upon request furnish any insurance carrier, person, or surety
a certified abstract of the operating record of any person subject to
the provisions of this chapter, which abstract shall fully designate
the motor vehicles, if any, registered in the name of such person,
and if there is no record of any conviction of such person of a viola-
tion of any provision of any statute relating to the operating of a
motor vehicle or of any judgment rendered against such person as
herein provided, the director shall so certify. The director shall
collect for each such certificate the sum of one dollar.

Such record shall not be admissible as evidence in any action
for damages or criminal proceeding arising out of a motor vehicle
accident.

46.24.180 Director to furnish information as to ability to re-
spond in damages. The director shall furnish any person who may
have been injured in person or property by any motor vehicle, upon
written request, with all information of record in his office pertain-
ing to the evidence of the ability of any operator of any motor vehicle
to respond in damages. The director shall collect for each such report
the sum of one dollar.

46.24.190 Operator’s license to be suspended on failure to satisfy
judgment. A person’s motor vehicle operator’s license shall (except
as provided in RCW 46.24.220) be forthwith suspended by the
director upon receiving from the court in which rendered a cer-
tificate, in form prescribed by the director, showing that the licensee
failed to satisfy within thirty days a judgment which has become
final by expiration without appeal of the time in which appeal
might have been perfected, or by affirmance on appeal, rendered
against him by a court of competent jurisdiction in this state or in
any other state, or in any district court of the United States, for
damages in any amount on account of personal injury, including
death, or damage to property in excess of one hundred dollars, re-
sulting from the maintenance, use, or operation of a motor vehicle:
Provided, That a motor vehicle operator’s license shall not be sus-
pended or withheld from any person for the reason that he has
failed to satisfy in accordance with the foregoing a judgment
rendered against him on account of personal injury, including death,
or damage to property, where the judgment debtor was not per-
sonally operating the vehicle at the time of the injury or damage.

46.24.200 Period of suspension —Proof of satisfaction. Such
operator’s license shall remain suspended and shall not (except as
provided in RCW 46.24.220) be renewed, nor shall any such license
be issued to such person, including a person not previously licensed,
while any such judgment remains unstayed, unsatisfied, and subsist-
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ing nor until every such judgment is satisfied or discharged, except
that a discharge in bankruptcy shall not be deemed a satisfaction of
such judgment, and until such person gives proof of his ability to
respond in damages as required in this chapter for future accidents.
If, after such proof has been given any other such judgment is recov-
ered against such person resulting from an event occurring before
the proof was given, the license shall again be and remain sus-
pended, and no other such license shall be issued to such person
while any such judgment remains unsatisfied and subsisting.

46.24.210 Judgment deemed satisfied, when. Every judgment
herein referred to shall, for the purposes of this chapter, be deemed
satisfied:

(1) When ten thousand dollars has been credited upon any
judgment or judgments rendered in excess of that amount for bodily
injury to or the death of one person as the result of any one acci-
dent; or

(2) When, subject to such limit of ten thousand dollars as to
one person, the sum of twenty thousand dollars has been credited
upon any judgment or judgments rendered in excess of that amount
for bodily injury to or the death of more than one person as a result
of any one accident; or

(3) When five thousand dollars has been credited upon any
judgment or judgments rendered in excess of that amount for
damage to property of others in excess of one hundred dollars as
a result of any one accident.

Credit for such amounts shall be deemed a satisfaction of any
such judgment or judgments in excess thereof only for the purpose
of this chapter.

46.24.220 Payment of judgment installments. A judgment
debtor to whom this chapter applies, for the sole purpose of permit-
ting the director to authorize him to operate a motor vehicle there-
after, on due notice to the judgment creditor, may apply to the
court in which the judgment was obtained for the privilege of
paying the judgment in installments, and the court, in its discretion
and without prejudice to any other legal remedies which the judg-
ment creditor may have, may so order, fixing the amounts and
times of payment of the installments. While the judgment debtor
is not in default in payments of such installments, the director,
upon his giving proof of ability to respond in damages for future
accidents, as herein provided, shall restore his license; but the
license shall be suspended, as herein provided, if the judgment
debtor fails to comply with the terms of the court order.

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed as authority for
reinstatement or reissue of an operator’s license by the director
to an operator whose operator’s license has been suspended or
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revoked by order of any court as a result of the violation of any
other law of this state, until the expiration of the period for which
the license was suspended or revoked.

The suspension or revocation of an operator’s license provided
for in this chapter shall be in addition to and independent of the
suspension or revocation of such operator’s license by any court
as a penalty for the violation of any other law of this state.

46.24.230 Courts to report convictions and damage judgments.
The clerk of a court or the judge of a court which has no clerk in
which any person is convicted of an offense under the laws of this
state which requires the director to suspend or revoke the opera-
tor’s license of such person shall, when the conviction has become
final, or in such other event as stated in RCW 46.24.030, forthwith
forward to the director a certified record of the proceedings. The
clerk or judge shall also forward a certified record of any judgment
for damages, the rendering and nonpayment of which requires
the director to suspend the operator’s license of the judgment
debtor. Such a record shall be forwarded to the director immedi-
ately upon the expiration of thirty days after such judgment has
become final when the judgment has not been stayed or satisfied
within the amounts specified in this chapter as shown by the
records of the court.

46.24.240 Suspension on second judgment. Whenever, after one
judgment is satisfied and proof of ability to respond in damages
is given as herein required, another such judgment is rendered
against the judgment debtor for an accident occurring prior to the
date of giving of such proof and such person fails to satisfy the
latter judgment within the amounts specified herein within thirty
days after it becomes final the director shall again suspend the
operator’s license of such judgment debtor and shall not renew it
or issue him an operator’s license while the latter judgment remains
in effect and unsatisfied within the amounts specified herein.

46.24.250 Licensee must surrender license—Penalty. Any opera-
tor whose operator’s license has been suspended as herein provided,
or whose policy of insurance, or bond, when required under this
chapter, has been canceled or terminated, or who neglects to fur-
nish other evidence of ability to respond in damages upon request
of the director shall immediately return to the director his operator’s
license. If any person wilfully fails to return to the director the
operator’s license the director shall forthwith direct any peace
officer to secure possession thereof and to return it to the office of
the director. Any person wilfully failing to return such operator’s
license shall upon conviction be fined not less than one hundred
dollars, nor more than one thousand dollars, or be imprisoned in
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the county jail for not to exceed ninety days, and such penalty shall
be in addition to any penalty imposed for any violation of the motor
vehicle laws of this state.

46.24.260 Chapter applies to nonresident. All of the provisions
of this chapter shall apply to a person who is not a resident of this
state, and if such nonresident is convicted of any offense which
would require the suspension or revocation of the license of a resi-
dent, or if such nonresident has failed to satisfy a judgment within
thirty days after it became final, which would require suspension or
revocation hereunder in respect to a resident, then in either such
event such nonresident shall not operate a motor vehicle in this
state nor shall a motor vehicle owned by him be operated within
this state by any person, and the director shall not issue to such
nonresident any operator’s license until he gives proof of his ability
to respond in damages for future accidents and satisfies any such
judgment, all as required with respect to a resident of this state.

The director shall transmit a certified copy of the record of any
such conviction of a nonresident to the motor vehicle director or
state officer performing the functions of director in the state in
which the nonresident resides and shall likewise forward to such
officer a certified record of any unsatisfied judgment rendered
against the nonresident which requires suspension or revocation of
his driving privileges in this state.

46.24.270 Penalty for operating without giving proof. Any per-
son whose operator’s license or other privilege to operate a motor
vehicle has been suspended or revoked and restoration thereof or
issuance of new license is contingent upon the furnishing of proof of
ability to respond in damages and who during such suspension or
revocation or, in the absence of full authorization from the director,
drives a motor vehicle upon any highway shall be punished by im-
prisonment for not less than ten days nor more than six months and
there may be imposed in addition thereto a fine of not more than
five hundred dollars.

46.24.280 Penalty for forgery or alteration of proof or affidavit.
Any person who forges, or materially alters, or without authority
signs or alters, any proof or evidence of ability to respond in dam-
ages, or any affidavit required or referred to in this chapter, shall
upon conviction thereof be guilty of perjury.

46.24.290 General penalty for violations. Any violation of this
chapter for which no specific penalty is imposed shall be a misde-
meanor, but this shall not bar a prosecution under any other statute
penalizing the same act or omission.

46.24.300 Disposition of fines and forfeitures. All fines and for-
feitures collected for violation of this chapter shall be paid into the
highway safety fund.
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46.24.310 Other remedial processes preserved. Nothing in this
chapter shall be construed as preventing the plaintiff in any action
at law from relying for security upon any other processes provided
by law.

46.24.320 Interpretation. This chapter shall be so interpreted
and construed as to effectuate its general purpose to make uniform
the law of those states which enact it.

46.24.900 Savings—Chapter supplemental. This chapter shall
in no respect be considered as a repeal of the provisions of the
state motor vehicle laws but shall be construed as supplemental
thereto.

46.24.910 Short title. This chapter may be cited as the uniform
motor vehicle safety responsibility act.

Chapter 46.28

FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY—PROOF AFTER ACCIDENT

46.28.010 Report of accident required-—Suspension of license.
(1) The operator of any motor vehicle involved in an accident with-
in this state, in which any person is injured seriously enough to
require medical attention by a doctor or in which any one person’s
property, including himself, sustains damage in excess of two hun-
dred dollars, shall within ten days after such accident report the
matter in writing to the director. The form of such report shall be
prescribed by the director, shall require facts to enable the director
to determine whether the requirements for deposit of security un-
der RCW 46.28.020 are inapplicable by reason of the existence of
insurance or other exceptions specified in this chapter, and shall call
for such additional information as may reasonably be required by
the director for the administration of this chapter. If the operator
is physically incapable of making the report, then the report shall
be made by the owner of the motor vehicle, if other than the op-
erator, within ten days after such owner learns of such accident;
or, if the operator is also the owner of such motor vehicle, the report
shall be made by the operator within ten days after the operator
becomes physically capable of making the report or of directing
others to make the report on his behalf. The operator and the
owner shall each furnish such additional relevant information as
the director may require.

(2) In addition to any other penalty provided by this chapter,
the director shall suspend the operator’s license or any nonresident’s
operating privilege of any person who fails to make the report of
accident as herein required, such suspension to continue until the
report has been made and all other provisions of this chapter and
of chapter 46.24 have been fully complied with.
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46.28.020 Security required following accident—Suspension for
failure to deposit security. Within thirty days after receipt of a
report of such an accident the director shall determine, with respect
to both the operator and the owner of each motor vehicle involved
in the accident and reported upon, except as to persons exempt from
the requirement of security under this chapter, the amount of se-
curity sufficient, in his judgment, but within the limits prescribed
in this chapter, to satisfy all judgments for damages resulting from
such accident as may be recovered against such operator or owner
or both. Upon making such determination the director shall in
writing forthwith notify each such operator and owner of the se-
curity so required. If within thirty days after the date of mailing
of notice by the director of the requirement of security such oper-
ator or owner has not deposited with the director the kind and
amount of security so required, and except as provided in RCW
46.28.030 and 46.28.040, the director shall forthwith suspend the
operator’s license or nonresident’s operating permit of such operator
or owner. Not less than ten days prior to the effective date thereof
the director shall mail notice of such suspension to such operator
or owner at his last address of record with the director.

46.28.030 Exceptions as to requirement of security and suspen-
sion—Circumstances of accident. The requirements as to security
and suspension in RCW 46.28.020 shall not apply:

(1) To the operator or owner of a motor vehicle involved in such
an accident wherein no injury or damage was caused to the person
or property of any one other than such operator or owner.

(2) To the operator or owner of a motor vehicle if at the time
of the accident the vehicle was parked, unless the director deter-
mines that any such parking was illegal or that the vehicle was not
equipped with lighted lamps or illuminating devices when and as
required by law and that such violation contributed to the accident.

(3) To the owner of a motor vehicle if at the time of the accident
the vehicle was being operated without his permission, express or
implied, or was parked by a person who had been operating such
vehicle without such permission.

46.28.040 ———Existing security or settlement. (1) The re-
quirements as to security and suspension in RCW 46.28.020 shall
further not apply to:

(a) Any operator or owner if such owner had in effect at the
time of the accident an automobile liability policy with respect to
the motor vehicle involved in such accident.

(b) Any operator, if not the owner of the motor vehicle, if there
was in effect at the time of the accident an automobile liability
policy or bond with respect to his operation of motor vehicles not
owned by him.
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(¢) Any operator or owner if the liability of such operator or
owner for damages resulting from the accident is, in the judgment
of the director, covered by any other form of liability insurance
policy or bond.

(d) Any person qualifying as a self-insurer under this chapter,
nor to any person operating a motor vehicle for such self-insurer.

(e) Any operator or owner if such operator or owner was at the
time of the accident in good faith entitled to but unable, solely
because of his race or color, to procure an automobile liability policy
through ordinary methods without rate modification.

(2) The requirements as to security and suspension in RCW 46-
.28.020 shall further not apply if, prior to the date that the director
would otherwise suspend such license or operating privilege under
this chapter, there is filed with the director evidence satisfactory
to him that the person who otherwise would have to file security
has been released from liability or been adjudicated not to be liable
or has executed a confession of judgment payable when and in such
installments as the parties have agreed to, or has executed and
acknowledged a written agreement providing for the payment of
an agreed amount in installments, all with respect to all claims for
injuries or damages resulting from the accident.

46.28.050 Qualifications of insurance policy or bond. No insur-
ance policy or bond shall be deemed effective under RCW 46.28.040
unless such policy or bond:

(1) Is subject, if the accident has resulted in bodily injury or
death, to a limit, exclusive of interest and cost, of not less than ten
thousand dollars because of bodily injury to or death of one person
in any one accident and, subject to said limit for one person, to a
limit of not less than twenty thousand dollars because of bodily
injury to or death of two or more persons in any one accident, and,
if the accident has resulted in damage to or destruction of property,
to a limit of not less than five thousand dollars because of damage
to or destruction of property of others in any one accident.

(2) Isissued by an insurer authorized to transact such insurance
in this state; or

(3) If such motor vehicle was not registered in this state, or
was registered elsewhere than in this state at the effective date of
the policy or bond, or the most recent renewal thereof, was issued
by an insurer which, if not authorized to transact insurance in this
state, has executed and filed with the director its power of attorney
authorizing the director to accept service on its behalf of notice of
process in any action upon such policy or bond arising out of such
accident.

46.28.060 Duration of suspension. The operator’s license or non-
resident’s operating privilege suspended as provided in RCW 46.28-
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.020 shall remain suspended and shall not be renewed nor shall any
such license or privilege be issued to such person until:

(1) The security required has been deposited by or on behalf of
such person; or

(2) One year has elapsed following the date of such accident
and evidence satisfactory to the director has been filed with him
that during such period no action for damages arising out of such
accident has been instituted against such person; or

(3) Evidence satisfactory to the director has been filed with him
of a release from liability, or a final adjudication of nonliability, or
a confession of judgment, or a duly acknowledged written agree-
ment, in accordance with RCW 46.28.040.

46.28.070 Suspension upon default. If there is any default in the
payment of any installment under any such confessed judgment
or under any such acknowledged written agreement, then upon
notice of such default the director shall forthwith suspend the op-
erator’s license or nonresident’s operating privilege of such person
defaulting, and shall not restore such license or privilege until such
person deposits and thereafter maintains security as required under
RCW 46.28.020 in such amount as the director may then determine
or, in the case of such acknowledged agreement, until one year has
elapsed following the date when such security was required and
during such period no action upon such agreement has been insti-
tuted against such person in a court in this state.

46.28.075 Occupational operator’s license—Fee. Any person who
has had or may have his operator’s license suspended or revoked as
herein provided and if such person is engaged in an occupation or
trade making it essential that he operate a motor vehicle, such per-
son may file with the director a verified petition together with a fee
for ten dollars setting forth in detail his need for operating a motor
vehicle. Thereupon if petitioner gives proof of his ability to respond
in damages for any liability thereafter incurred as provided for in
RCW 46.24.040 the director may issue an occupational operator’s
license to such person. Such occupational operator’s license shall be
subject to the same restrictions and conditions as those set forth
under the provisions of RCW 46.20.390.

46.28.080 Application to nonresidents and unlicensed operators
and to resident operators out-of-state. If the operator of a motor
vehicle involved in an accident within this state had no operator’s
license or nonresident’s operating privilege, the director shall not
allow him such a license or privilege until the operator has com-
plied with the requirements of this chapter in the same manner as
would be necessary if, at the time of the accident, he had held such a
license or privilege.
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Any accident or offense committed in another state by a resi-
dent of this state which, if committed in this state, would subject
the person to the provisions of this chapter, shall subject such per-
son to the provisions of this chapter in all respects as if such acci-
dent or offense had been committed in this state.

46.28.090 Form and amount of security. (1) The security re-
quired under RCW 46.28.020 shall be in such form and in such
amount as the director may require, but in no case shall such secur-
ity exceed ten thousand dollars for injury or death of any one per-
son, nor, subject to such limit as to any one person, be in excess of
twenty thousand dollars for injury or death of all persons caused
by any one accident, nor be in excess of five thousand dollars for all
damages to property caused by one accident.

(2) The person depositing security shall specify in writing the
person or persons on whose behalf the deposit is made. At any time
while such deposit is in the custody of the director the person so
depositing may, in writing, amend such specification to include an
additional person or persons.

(3) A single deposit of security shall relate only to one accident
and may be on behalf only of a person or persons who may be liable
by reason of the acts or negligence of the operator and owner of
any motor vehicle involved in such accident.

46.28.100 Reduction of security. The director may reduce the
amount of security ordered in any case within six months after
the date of the accident if, in his judgment, the amount ordered is
excessive. The director shall forthwith return to the depositor or
his personal representative the excess amount as so determined, of
any deposit of security then held by him.

46.28.110 Custody, and applicability of security. (1) Security
deposited in compliance with this chapter shall be in the custody
of the director.

(2) Such security shall be applicable only to the payment of a
judgment or judgments rendered against the person or persons on
whose behalf the deposit of security was made, in an action at law
arising out of the accident with relation to which the security was
deposited, or toward payment of such confessed judgment or ac-
knowledged settlement agreement. In the case of security deposited
pursuant to RCW 46.28.020 such action must have been for damages
arising out of the accident and instituted within one year after the
date of the accident. In the case of security deposited pursuant to
RCW 46.28.070 such action must have been for damages arising out
of the accident or an action upon such acknowledged agreement or
in the alternative, and must have been instituted not later than one
year after that default in the agreement pursuant to which the ac-
tion was instituted.
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46.28.120 Return of security. The director shall return the se-
curity, or any portion thereof remaining after application to any
such judgment or judgments or agreement, to the depositor or his
personal representative upon evidence, filed with and satisfactory
to the director, of the happening of any of the following as regards
such accident and the person or persons on whose behalf the se-
curity was deposited:

(1) Final adjudication of nonliability.

(2) Release from liability.

(3) Judgment or judgments have been paid.

(4) If the security was deposited pursuant to RCW 46.28.020,
lapse of one year from the date of the accident without an action
being instituted in a court in this state against such person or
persons.

46.28.130 Self-insurers. (1) Any person in whose name twenty-
five or more motor vehicles are registered in this state may apply
to the director for a certificate of self-insurance.

(2) The director may, upon such application, issue a certificate
of self-insurance if he is reasonably satisfied that such person is
able and will continue to be able to pay judgments rendered against
him for damages arising out of motor vehicle accidents within
this state.

(3) Upon not less than five days’ written notice mailed to such
person at his address last of record with the director, and a hearing
pursuant to such notice, the director may, upon reasonable grounds,
cancel a certificate of self-insurance. Failure to pay any such judg-
ment within thirty days after it has become final shall be deemed
to constitute one of such grounds for cancellation.

46.28.140 Misrepresentations. If any person to whom this chap-
ter is applicable, misrepresents to the director in writing any fact
or circumstance material to any determination by or action of the
director hereunder, or material to exemption from the requirement
of a deposit of security, the director shall upon discovery suspend
or cancel the operator’s license, or nonresident operating privilege,
or certificate of self-insurance of such person, and shall not restore
any such license, privilege or certificate except upon conditions
deemed by the director adequate to remedy the effect of such mis-
representation.

46.28.150 Matters not to be evidence. No report, statement,
action or determination made to or taken by the director, or any
thing done by any person pursuant to this chapter shall be referred
to in any way or be admissible as evidence for any purpose in anjy
action to recover damages on account of any motor vehicle accident.
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46.28.160 Files not public. Information in the files of the di-
rector pursuant to this chapter, pertaining to any motor vehicle
accident or action taken or security required or insurance policy
or bond involved therewith shall not be open to public inspection
nor shall the director or any other person furnish information
therefrom, or access thereto to any person other than to public
officials or employees acting in the course and for the purposes of
their official duties.

46.28.170 Director shall administer — Rules and regulations.
(1) The director shall administer and enforce the provisions of this
chapter.

(2) The director is authorized to promulgate and enforce such
rules and regulations as may be necessary for the administration of
this chapter.

(3) Any person aggrieved by an action, determination, or re-
quirement of or by the director under this chapter shall have the
right to appeal therefrom to the superior court of the county in
which the appealing party resides. Such an appeal shall be filed
within the same time and shall follow the same procedures and
have like effect as is provided in the case of appeals relative to
the suspension, revocation, cancellation or refusal of licenses or
certificates by RCW 46.20.340.

46.28.180 Violations and penalties. It shall be a misdemeanor
for any person wilfully and in writing to misrepresent to the di-
rector any fact or circumstance material to any determination or
action of the director pursuant to this chapter or to violate any of
the provisions of this chapter, unless violation is by this chapter
or other law of this state declared to be a felony or a gross mis-
demeanor, and every person convicted thereof shall be punished
accordingly.

46.28.190 Supplements other laws. This chapter shall in no
respect be deemed or held to be a repeal of any other provisions
of the state motor vehicle laws but shall be construed as supple-
mental thereto.

46.28.200 Other sections applicable. RCW 46.24.010, and 46.24-
270 to 46.24.320, inclusive, shall likewise apply as to this chapter.

Chapter 46.32

VEHICLE INSPECTION

46.32.010 Inspection authorized—Stations—Duties of state pa-
trol—Penalties. The chief of the Washington state patrol is hereby
empowered to constitute, erect, operate and maintain, throughout
the state of Washington, stations for the inspection of vehicle
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equipment, and to set a date, at a reasonable time subsequent to
the installation of such stations, when inspection of vehicles shall
commence, and it shall be unlawful for any vehicle to be operated
over the public highways of this state unless and until it has been
approved periodically as to equipment. The chief of the Wash-
ington state patrol shall establish periods of vehicle equipment
inspection. In the event of any such inspection, the same shall be
in charge of a responsible employee of the chief of the Washington
state patrol, who shall be duly authorized as a peace officer and
who shall have authority to secure and withhold, with written
notice to the director of licenses, the certificate of license registra-
tion and license plates of any vehicle found to be defective in
equipment so as to be unsafe or unfit to be operated upon the high-
ways of this state, and it shall be unlawful for any person to operate
such vehicle unless and until the same has been placed in a condi-
tion satisfactory to subsequent equipment inspection; the peace
officer in charge of such vehicle equipment inspection station shall
grant to the operator of such defective vehicle the privilege to move
such vehicle to a place for repair under such restrictions as may be
reasonably necessary.

In the event any insignia, sticker or other marker should be
adopted to be displayed upon vehicles in connection with the in-
spection of vehicle equipment, the same shall be displayed as re-
quired by the rules and regulations of the chief of the Washington
state patrol and it shall be a gross misdemeanor for any person
to mutilate, destroy, remove or otherwise interfere with the dis-
play thereof.

Any person who refuses to have his motor vehicle examined, or,
after having had it examined, refuses to place a certificate of
approval, or a certificate of condemnation, if issued, upon his wind-
shield, or who fraudulently obtains a certificate of approval, or who
refuses to place his motor vehicle in proper condition after having
had the same examined, or who, in any manner, fails to conform to
the provisions of this chapter, shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor.

Any person who performs false or improvised repairs, or repairs
in any manner not in accordance with acceptable and customary
repair practices, upon a motor vehicle, shall be guilty of a gross
misdemeanor.

46.32.020 Rules and Regulations—Local stations to conform—
Supplies—Assistants. The chief of the Washington state patrol is
empowered to provide reasonable rules and regulations regarding
times for the inspection of vehicle equipment, and all other matters
with respect to the conduct of vehicle equipment inspection stations.

In the event that any municipality or other political subdivision
of this state has installed and placed in operation any station for
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the inspection of vehicle equipment, the operation of such inspection
station shall be in strict conformity with rules, regulations, pro-
cedure and standards of inspection prescribed by the chief of the
Washington state patrol. The operation of such municipally owned
vehicle inspection station shall be under the direction and super-
vision of the chief of the Washington state patrol and there shall
be maintained and submitted as and when prescribed such records
and reports as shall be required by the chief of the Washington
state patrol.

The chief of the Washington state patrol shall prepare and
furnish such stickers, tags, record and report forms, stationery and
other supplies as shall be deemed necessary. The chief of the Wash-
ington state patrol is empowered to appoint and employ such as-
sistants as he may consider necessary and to fix hours of employ-
ment and compensation.

46.32.030 Acquisition of property. The chief of the Washington
state patrol is empowered to acquire land for such vehicle equip-
ment inspection stations by purchase, gift, or condemnation, with
or without structures thereon. In the event land is acquired by
condemnation the same shall be acquired in the manner provided
by law for the acquisition of private property for public use. The
chief of the Washington state patrol is empowered to erect struc-
tures and to acquire and install such equipment and mechanical
devices as shall from time to time be necessary or convenient for
the inspection of vehicle equipment.

In the event that the chief of the Washington state patrol should
deem it advisable to acquire any vehicle equipment inspection
station which is owned and operated by any municipality or other
political subdivision of this state, and funds being available there-
for, the chief of the Washington state patrol is empowered to ac-
quire such vehicle equipment inspection station in the name of the
state of Washington upon an agreed cost with such municipality
or other political subdivision not in excess of the reasonable value
thereof.

46.32.040 Frequency of inspection—Inspection free. Vehicle
equipment inspection shall be at such periodic intervals as shall be
required by the chief of the Washington state patrol and shall be
without charge for such periodic inspection.

46.32.050 Prohibited practices—Penalty. It shall be unlawful
for any person employed by the chief of the Washington state pa-
trol or by any municipality or other political subdivision, in any
vehicle equipment inspection station, to directly or indirectly, or
in any manner whatsoever, order, direct, recommend or influence
the correction of vehicle equipment defects by any person or per-
sons whomsoever.
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It shall be unlawful for any person employed by the chief of
the Washington state patrol or by any municipality or other politi-
cal subdivision, while in or about any vehicle equipment inspection
station, to perform any repair or adjustment upon any vehicle or
any equipment or appliance of any vehicle whatsoever.

It shall be unlawful for any person to solicit in any manner the
repair to any vehicle or the adjustment of any equipment or appli-
ance of any vehicle, upon the property of any vehicle equipment
inspection station or upon any public highway adjacent thereto.

Any person violating any of the provisions of this section shall
be guilty of a gross misdemeanor.

46.32.060 Moving defective vehicle unlawful—Impounding au-
thorized. It shall be unlawful for any person to operate or move,
or for any owner to cause or permit to be operated or moved upon
any public highway, any vehicle or combination of vehicles, which
is not at all times equipped in the manner required by this title, or
the equipment of which is not in a proper condition and adjustment
as required by this title.

Any vehicle operating upon the public highways of this state
and at any time found to be defective in equipment in such a man-
ner that it may be considered unsafe shall be an unlawful vehicle
and may be prevented from further operation until such equipment
defect is corrected and any peace officer is empowered to impound
such vehicle until the same has been placed in a condition satisfac-
tory to vehicle inspection. The necessary cost of impounding any
such unlawful vehicle and any cost for the storage and keeping
thereof shall be paid by the owner thereof. The impounding of any
such vehicle shall be in addition to any penalties for such unlawful
operation.

The provisions of this section shall not be construed to prevent
the operation of any such defective vehicle to a place for correction
of equipment defect in the manner directed by any peace officer
or representative of the state commission on equipment.

46.32.070 Inspection of damaged vehicle. In the event that any
vehicle shall become damaged in such a manner that such vehicle
shall have become unsafe for operation upon the public highways
of this state, it shall be unlawful for the owner or operator thereof
to cause such vehicle to be operated upon a public highway upon its
return to service unless such owner or operator shall have presented
such vehicle for inspection of equipment within twenty-four hours
after its return to service.
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Chapter 46.37

VEHICLE LIGHTING AND OTHER EQUIPMENT

46.37.005 Commission on equipment—Powers and duties. There
is hereby constituted a state commission on equipment which shall
consist of the director of licenses, the chief of the Washington state
patrol, and such person as may be designated by the state highway
commission,

In addition to those powers and duties elsewhere granted by
the provisions of this title the state commission on equipment shall
have the power and the duty to adopt, apply and enforce such
reasonable rules and regulations (1) relating to proper types of
vehicles or combinations thereof for hauling passengers, commodi-
ties, freight and supplies, (2) relating to vehicle equipment, and
(3) relating to the enforcement of the provisions of this title with
regard to vehicle equipment, as may be deemed necessary for the
public welfare and safety in addition to but not inconsistent with
the provisions of this title.

46.37.010 Scope and effect of regulations. (1) It is a misde-
meanor for any person to drive or move or for the owner to cause
or knowingly permit to be driven or moved on any highway any
vehicle or combination of vehicles which is in such unsafe condi-
tion as to endanger any person, or which does not contain those
parts or is not at all times equipped with such lamps and other
equipment in proper condition and adjustment as required in this
chapter, or which is equipped in any manner in violation of this
chapter, or for any person to do any act forbidden or fail to perform
any act required under this chapter.

(2) Nothing contained in this chapter shall be construed to pro-
hibit the use of additional parts and accessories on any vehicle not
inconsistent with the provisions of this chapter.

(3) The provisions of this section with respect to equipment on
vehicles shall not apply to implements of husbandry, road machin-
ery, road rollers or farm tractors except as herein made applicable.

46.37.020 When lighted lamps are required. Every vehicle upon
a highway within this state at any time from a half hour after
sunset to a half hour before sunrise and at any other time when,
due to insufficient light or unfavorable atmospheric conditions,
persons and vehicles on the highway are not clearly discernible at
a distance of five hundred feet ahead shall display lighted lamps
and illuminating devices as hereinafter respectively required for
different classes of vehicles, subject to exceptions with respect to
parked vehicles.
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46.37.030 Visibility distance and mounted height of lamps. (1)
Whenever requirement is hereinafter declared as to distance from
which certain lamps and devices shall render objects visible or
within which such lamps or devices shall be visible, said provi-
sions shall apply during the times stated in RCW 46.37.020 in respect
to a vehicle without load when upon a straight, level, unlighted
highway under normal atmospheric conditions unless a different
time or condition is expressly stated.

(2) Whenever requirement is hereinafter declared as to the
mounted height of lamps or devices it shall mean from the center
of such lamp or device to the level ground upon which the vehicle
stands when such vehicle is without a load.

46.37.040 Head lamps on motor vehicles. (1) Every motor ve-
hicle other than a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle shall be
equipped with at least two head lamps with at least one on each
side of the front of the motor vehicle, which headlamps shall comply
with the requirements and limitations set forth in this chapter.

(2) Every motorcycle and every motor-driven cycle shall be
equipped with at least one and not more than two head lamps which
shall comply with the requirements and limitations of this chapter.

(3) Every head lamp upon every motor vehicle, including every
motorcycle and motor-driven cycle, shall be located at a height
measured from the center of the head lamp of not more than fifty-
four inches nor less than twenty-four inches to be measured as set
forth in RCW 46.37.030(2).

46.37.050 Tail lamps. (1) Every motor vehicle, trailer, semi-
trailer and pole trailer, and any other vehicle which is being drawn
at the end of a train of vehicles, shall be equipped with at least
one tail lamp mounted on the rear, which, when lighted as here-
inbefore required, shall emit a red light plainly visible from a dis-
tance of five hundred feet to the rear, provided that in the case of
a train of vehicles only the tail lamp on the rearmost vehicle need
actually be seen from the distance specified. And further, every such
above-mentioned vehicle, other than a truck tractor, registered in
this state and manufactured or assembled after January 1, 1939, shall
be equipped with at least two tail lamps mounted on the rear, which
when lighted as herein required, shall comply with the provisions of
this section.

(2) Every tail lamp upon every vehicle shall be located at a
height of not more than seventy-two inches nor less than twenty
inches.

(3) Either a tail lamp or a separate lamp shall be so constructed
and placed as to illuminate with a white light the rear registration
plate and render it clearly legible from a distance of fifty feet to
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the rear. Any tail lamp or tail lamps, together with any separate
lamp for illuminating the rear registration plate, shall be so wired
as to be lighted whenever the head lamps or auxiliary driving lamps
are lighted.

46.37.060 New motor vehicles to be equipped with reflectors.
(1) Every new motor vehicle hereafter sold and operated upon a
highway other than a truck tractor shall carry on the rear, either as
a part of the tail lamps or separately, two red reflectors, except
that every motorcycle and every motor-driven cycle shall carry at
least one reflector, meeting the requirements of this section, and
except that vehicles of the type mentioned in RCW 46.37.090 shall be
equipped with reflectors as required in those sections applicable
thereto.

(2) Every such reflector shall be mounted on the vehicle at a
height not less than twenty inches nor more than sixty inches meas-
ured as set forth in RCW 46.37.030(2), and shall be of such size and
characteristics and so mounted as to be visible at night from all
distances within three hundred fifty feet to one hundred feet from
such vehicle when directly in front of lawful upper beams of head
lamps, except that visibility from a greater distance is hereinafter
required of reflectors on certain types of vehicles.

46.37.070 Stop lamps and turn signals required on new motor
vehicles. (1) From and after June 30, 1947, it shall be unlawful for
any person to sell any new motor vehicle, including any motor-
cycle or motor-driven cycle, in this state or for any person to drive
such vehicle on the highways unless it is equipped with at least
one stop lamp meeting the requirements of RCW 46.37.200.

(2) No person shall sell or offer for sale or operate on the
highways any motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer registered in this
state and manufactured or assembled after January 1, 1954, unless it
is equipped with mechanical or electrical turn signals meeting the
requirements of RCW 46.37.200. No person shall sell or offer for sale
or operate on the highways any motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer
registered in this state and manufactured or assembled after January
1, 1960, unless it is equipped with electrical turn signals meeting
the requirements of RCW 46.37.200. This paragraph shall not apply to
any motorcycle or motor-driven cycle.

46.37.080 Application of succeeding sections. Those sections
of this chapter which follow immediately, including RCW 46.37-
.090, 46.37.100, 46.37.110, 46.37.120 and 46.37.130, relating to clearance
and marker lamps, reflectors and stop lamps, shall apply as stated in
said sections to vehicles of the type therein enumerated, namely
passenger buses, trucks, truck tractors, and certain trailers, semi-
trailers and pole trailers, respectively, when operated upon any
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highway, and said vehicles shall be equipped as required and all
lamp equipment required shall be lighted at the times mentioned
in RCW 46.37.020, except that clearance and side marker lamps need
not be lighted on any said vehicle when operated within any munici-
pality where there is sufficient light to render clearly discernible
persons and vehicles on the highway at a distance of five hundred
feet.

46.37.090 Additional equipment required on certain vehicles.
In addition to other equipment required in this chapter, the follow-
ing vehicles shall be equipped as herein stated under the conditions
stated in RCW 46.37.080.

(1) On every bus or truck, whatever its size, there shall be
the following:

On the rear, two reflectors, one at each side, and one stop lamp.

(2) On every bus or truck eighty inches or more in over-all
width, in addition to the requirements in paragraph (1):

On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side.

On the rear, two clearance lamps, one at each side.

On each side, two side marker lamps, one at or near the front
and one at or near the rear.

On each side, two reflectors, one at or near the front and one at
or near the rear.

(3) On every truck tractor:

On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side.

On the rear, one stop lamp.

(4) On every trailer or semitrailer having a gross weight in
excess of three thousand pounds:

On the front, two clearance lamps, one at each side.

On each side, two side marker lamps, one at or near the front
and one at or near the rear.

On each side, two reflectors, one at or near the front and one at
or read the rear.

On the rear, two clearance lamps, one at each side, also two
reflectors, one at each side, and one stop lamp.

(5) On every pole trailer in excess of three thousand pounds
gross weight:

On each side, one side marker lamp and one clearance lamp
which may be in combination, to show to the front, side and rear.

On the rear of the pole trailer or load, two reflectors, one at
each side.

(6) On every trailer, semitrailer or pole trailer weighing three
thousand pounds gross or less:

On the rear, two reflectors, one on each side. If any trailer or
semitrailer is so loaded or is of such dimensions as to obscure
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the stop lamp on the towing vehicle, then such vehicle shall also be
equipped with one stop lamp.

46.37.100 Color of clearance lamps, side marker lamps, back-up
lamps and reflectors. (1) Front clearance lamps and those marker
lamps and reflectors mounted on the front or on the side near the
front of a vehicle shall display or reflect an amber color.

(2) Rear clearance lamps and those marker lamps and reflectors
mounted on the rear or on the sides near the rear of a vehicle shall
display or reflect a red color.

(3) All lighting devices and reflectors mounted on the rear of
any vehicle shall display or reflect a red color, except the stop
lamp or other signal device, which may be red, amber or yellow, and
except that the light illuminating the license plate shall be white
and the light emitted by a back-up lamp shall be white or amber.

46.37.110 Mounting of reflectors, clearance lamps and side
marker lamps. (1) Reflectors when required by RCW 46.37.090 shall
be mounted at a height not less than twenty-four inches and not
higher than sixty inches above the ground on which the vehicle
stands, except that if the highest part of the permanent structure
of the vehicle is less than twenty-four inches the reflector at such
point shall be mounted as high as that part of the permanent struc-
ture will permit.

The rear reflectors on a pole trailer may be mounted on each
side of the bolster or load.

Any required red reflector on the rear of a vehicle may be
incorporated with the tail lamp, but such reflector shall meet all the
other reflector requirements of this chapter.

(2) Clearance lamps shall be mounted on the permanent struc-
ture of the vehicle in such a manner as to indicate its extreme width
and as near the top thereof as practicable. Clearance lamps and side
marker lamps may be mounted in combination provided illumination
is given as required herein with reference to both.

46.37.120 Visibility of reflectors, clearance lamps and side
marker lamps. (1) Every reflector upon any vehicle referred to in
RCW 46.37.090 shall be of such size and characteristics and so main-
tained as to be readily visible at nighttime from all distances within
six hundred feet to one hundred feet from the vehicle when directly
in front of lawful upper beams of head lamps. Reflectors required
to be mounted on the sides of the vehicle shall reflect the required
color of light to the sides, and those mounted on the rear shall re-
flect a red color to the rear.

(2) Front and rear clearance lamps shall be capable of being
seen and distinguished under normal atmospheric conditions at the
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times lights are required at a distance of five hundred feet from the
front and rear, respectively, of the vehicle.

(3) Side marker lamps shall be capable of being seen and dis-
tinguished under normal atmospheric conditions at the times lights
are required at a distance of five hundred feet from the side of the
vehicle on which mounted.

46.37.130 Obstructed lights not required. Whenever motor and
other vehicles are operated in combination during the time that
lights are required, any lamp (except tail lamps) need not be lighted
which, by reason of its location on a vehicle of the combination,
would be obscured by another vehicle of the combination, but this
shall not affect the requirement that lighted clearance lamps be
displayed on the front of the foremost vehicle required to have
clearance lamps, nor that all lights required on the rear of the
rearmost vehicle of any combination shall be lighted.

46.37.140 Lamp or flag on projecting load. Whenever the load
upon any vehicle extends to the rear four feet or more beyond
the bed or body of such vehicle there shall be displayed at the ex-
treme rear end of the load, at the time specified in RCW 46.37.020,
a red light or lantern plainly visible from a distance of at least
five hundred feet to the sides and rear. The red light or lantern
required under this section shall be in addition to the red rear
light required upon every vehicle. At any other time there shall be
displayed at the extreme rear end of such load a red flag or cloth
not less than twelve inches square and so hung that the entire area
is visible to the driver of a vehicle approaching from the rear.

46.37.150 Lamps on parked vehicle. (1) Whenever a vehicle is
lawfully parked upon a street or highway during the hours between
a half hour after sunset and a half hour before sunrise and in the
event there is sufficient light to reveal any person or object within
a distance of five hundred feet upon such street or highway no
lights need be displayed upon such parked vehicle.

(2) Whenever a vehicle is parked or stopped upon a roadway or
shoulder adjacent thereto, whether attended or unattended, during
the hours between a half hour after sunset and a half hour before
sunrise and there is not sufficient light to reveal any person or object
within a distance of five hundred feet upon such highway, such ve-
hicle so parked or stopped shall be equipped with one or more lamps
meeting the following requirements: At least one lamp shall display
a white or amber light visible from a distance of five hundred feet
to the front of the vehicle, and the same lamp or at least one other
lamp shall display a red light visible from a distance of five hundred
feet to the rear of the vehicle, and the location of said lamp or
lamps shall always be such that at least one lamp or combination of
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lamps meeting the requirements of this section is installed as near
as practicable to the side of the vehicle which is closest to passing
traffic. The foregoing provisions shall not apply to a motor-driven
cycle.

(3) Any lighted head lamps upon a parked vehicle shall be
depressed or dimmed.

46.37.160 Lamps on farm tractors, farm equipment and imple-
ments of husbandry. (1) Every farm tractor and every self-
propelled farm equipment unit or implement of husbandry not
equipped with an electric lighting system shall at all times men-
tioned in RCW 46.37.020 be equipped with at least one lamp display-
ing a white light visible from a distance of not less than five hundred
feet to the front of such vehicle and shall also be equipped with at
least one lamp displaying a red light visible from a distance of not
less than five hundred feet to the rear of such vehicle and two red
reflectors visible from a distance of one hundred to six hundred feet
to the rear when illuminated by the upper beams of head lamps.
The lights required herein shall be positioned so that one lamp
showing to the front and one lamp or reflector showing to the rear
will indicate the furthest projection of said tractor, unit or imple-
ment on the side of the road used in passing such vehicle.

(2) Every combination of farm tractor and towed unit of farm
equipment or implement of husbandry not equipped with an electric
lighting system shall at all times mentioned in RCW 46.37.020 be
equipped with the following lamps:

(a) At least one lamp mounted to indicate as nearly as prac-
ticable the extreme left projection of said combination and display-
ing a white light visible from a distance of five hundred feet to
the front of said combination, and

(b) Two lamps each displaying a red light visible from a dis-
tance of five hundred feet to the rear of said combination, or one
lamp displaying a red light visible from a distance of five hundred
feet to the rear and two red reflectors visible from a distance of
one hundred to six hundred feet to the rear when illuminated by
the upper beams of head lamps, which said lamps or reflectors shall
be so mounted as to indicate as nearly as practicable the extreme
left and right rear projections of said towed unit or implement on
the highway.

(3) Every farm tractor and every self-propelled unit of farm
equipment or implement of husbandry equipped with an electric
lighting system shall at all times mentioned in RCW 46.37.020 be
equipped with two single-beam or multiple-beam head lamps meet-
ing the requirements of RCW 46.37.220 or 46.37.250, and two red
lamps visible from a distance of five hundred feet to the rear, or one
red lamp visible from a distance of five hundred feet to the rear and
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two red reflectors visible from a distance of one hundred to six
hundred feet to the rear when illuminated by the upper beams of
head lamps; and such red lamps or reflectors shall be mounted in the
rear of said farm tractor or self-propelled implement of husbandry
so as to indicate as nearly as practicable the extreme left and right
projections of said vehicle on the highway.

(4) Every combination of farm tractor and towed farm equip-
ment or implement of husbandry equipped with an electric lighting
system shall at all times mentioned in RCW 46.37.020 be equipped
with the following lamps:

(a) The farm tractor element of every such combination shall
be equipped with two single-beam or multiple-beam head lamps
meeting the requirements of RCW 46.37.220, 46.37.240, or 46.37.260,
and

(b) The towed unit of farm equipment or implement of hus-
bandry element of such combination shall be equipped with two red
lamps visible from a distance of not less than five hundred feet to
the rear, or as an alternative, one red lamp visible from a distance
of not less than five hundred feet to the rear and two red reflectors
visible from a distance of one hundred to six hundred feet to the
rear when illuminated by the upper beams of head lamps; and such
red lamps or reflectors shall be located so as to indicate as nearly as
practicable the extreme left and right rear projections of said towed
unit or implement on the highway, and

(¢) Said combinations shall also be equipped with a lamp dis-
playing a white or amber light, or any shade of color between white
and amber, visible from a distance of not less than five hundred feet
to the front and a lamp displaying a red light visible from a distance
of not less than five hundred feet to the rear, which said lamp or
lamps shall be installed or capable of being positioned so as to
indicate to the front and rear the furthest projection of said combi-
nation on the side of the road used by other vehicles in passing such
combination.

46.37.170 Lamps on other vehicles and equipment. Every vehicle,
including animal-drawn vehicles and vehicles referred to in RCW
46.37.010(3), not specifically required by the provisions of RCW
46.37.020 through 46.37.330 to be equipped with lamps, or other light-
ing devices, shall at all times specified in RCW 46.37.020 be equipped
with at least one lamp displaying a white light visible from a dis-
tance of not less than five hundred feet to the front of said vehicle,
and shall also be equipped with two lamps displaying red light
visible from a distance of not less than five hundred feet to the
rear of said vehicle, or as an alternative, one lamp displaying a red
light visible from a distance of not less than five hundred feet to the
rear and two red reflectors visible for distances of one hundred to
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six hundred feet to.the rear when illuminated by the upper beams
of head lamps.

46.37.180 Spot lamps and auxiliary lamps. (1) Any motor
vehicle may be equipped with not to exceed two spot lamps and
every lighted spot lamp shall be so aimed and used upon approaching
another vehicle that no part of the high intensity portion of the beam
will be directed to the left of the prolongation of the extreme left
side of the vehicle nor more than one hundred feet ahead of
the vehicle.

(2) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not to exceed two
fog lamps mounted on the front at a height of not less than twelve
inches nor more than thirty inches above the level surface upon
which the vehicle stands and so aimed that when the vehicle is not
loaded none of the high-intensity portion of the light to the left of
the center of the vehicle shall at a distance of twenty-five feet ahead
project higher than a level of four inches below the level of the
center of the lamp from which it comes. Lighted fog lamps meeting
the above requirements may be used with lower head lamp beams
as specified in RCW 46.37.220.

(3) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not to exceed one
auxiliary passing lamp mounted on the front at a height not less
than twenty-four inches nor more than forty-two inches above the
level surface upon which the vehicle stands. The provisions of RCW
46.37.220 shall apply to any combination of head lamps and auxiliary
passing lamp.

(4) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not to exceed one
auxiliary driving lamp mounted on the front at a height not less
than sixteen inches nor more than forty-two inches above the level
surface upon which the vehicle stands. The provisions of RCW
46.37.220 shall apply to any combination of head lamps and auxiliary
driving lamp.

46.37.184 Red flashing lights on fire department vehicles. All
fire department vehicles in service shall be identified by red lights
of an intermittent flashing type, visible from both front and rear
for a distance of five hundred feet under normal atmospheric con-
ditions. Such red flashing lights shall be well separated from the
headlights so that they will not black out when headlights are on.
Such red flashing lights shall be in operation at all times when such
vehicle is on emergency status.

46.37.185 Blue light on firemen’s private cars. Firemen, when
approved by the chief of their respective service, shall be authorized
to use a blue light on the front of their private cars when on
emergency duty only. Such blue light shall be visible for a distance
of two hundred feet under normal atmospheric conditions and shall
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be of a type and mounting approved by the commission on equip-
ment.

46.37.186 Fire department sign or plate on private car. (1) No
private vehicle, bearing a sign or plate indicating a fire department
connection, shall be driven or operated on any public highway,
except when the owner thereof is a bona fide member of a fire
department.

(2) Any sign or plate indicating fire department connection on
a private car of any member of a fire department shall include the
name of the municipality or fire department organization to which
the owner belongs.

46.37.187 Blue light, sign or plate—Identification card required
—Funeral coach may display blue light. (1) Any individual dis-
playing a blue light as authorized in RCW 46.37.185, or a sign or
plate as authorized in RCW 46.37.186, shall also carry attached to a
convenient location on the private vehicle to which the blue light or
sign or plate is attached, an identification card showing the name of
the owner of said vehicle, the organization to which he or she belongs
and bearing the signature of the chief of the service involved.

(2) The operator of any funeral coach shall be authorized to
display a blue light of the type specified in RCW 46.37.185 on the
front of such coach when engaged in answering a call of an acci-
dental or emergency nature.

46.37.188 Penalty for violation of RCW 46.37.184 through
46.37.188. Every violation of RCW 46.37.184, 46.37.185, 46.37.186 or
46.37.187 is a misdemeanor.

46.37.190 Red lights — School buses — Police vehicles. (1)
Every bus used for transportation of school children shall, in addi-
tion to any other equipment and distinctive markings required by
this chapter, be equipped with signal lamps mounted as high and
as widely spaced laterally as practicable, which shall be capable of
displaying to the front two alternately flashing red lights located
at the same level and to the rear two alternately flashing red lights
located at the same level and these lights shall have sufficient
intensity to be visible at five hundred feet in normal sunlight.

(2) A police vehicle when used as an authorized emergency ve-
hicle may but need not be equipped with red lights specified herein.

(3) The use of the signal equipment described herein shall
impose upon drivers of other vehicles the obligation to yield right
of way and stop as provided in RCW 46.60.210.

46.37.192 ———Sirens—Authorized emergency vehicles. Every
authorized emergency vehicle shall be equipped with at least one
lamp capable of displaying a red light visible from at least five
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hundred feet in normal sunlight and a siren capable of giving an
audible signal.

46.37.194 ———Authorized emergency vehicles—Rules, tests,
approval by commission on equipment. The state commission on
equipment may make rules and regulations relating to authorized
emergency vehicles and shall test and approve sirens and emergency
vehicle lamps to be used on such vehicles.

46.37.200 Signal lamps and signal devices—Stop lamps. (1)
Any motor vehicle may be equipped and when required under this
chapter shall be equipped with a stop lamp or lamps on the rear of
the vehicle which shall display a red or amber light, or any shade
of color between red and amber, visible from a distance of not less
than one hundred feet to the rear in normal sunlight, and which shall
be actuated upon application of a service or foot brake, and which
may but need not be incorporated with one or more other rear lamps.

(2) Any motor vehicle may be equipped and when required
under this chapter shall be equipped with lamps or mechanical
signal devices showing to the front and rear for the purpose of
indicating an intention to turn either to the right or left. When
lamps are used for such purpose, the lamps showing to the front
shall be located on the same level and as widely spaced laterally as
practicable and when in use shall display a white or amber light, or
any shade of color between white and amber, visible from a dis-
tance of not less than one hundred feet to the front in normal sun-
light, and the lamps showing to the rear shall be located at the same
level and as widely spaced laterally as practicable and when in use
shall display a red or amber light, or any shade of color between
red and amber, visible from a distance of not less than one hundred
feet to the rear in normal sunlight. When actuated such lamps shall
indicate the intended direction of turning by flashing the lights
showing to the front and rear on the side toward which the turn is
made. Where mechanical signal devices are used for such purpose,
said devices shall be self-illuminated when in use at the times
mentioned in RCW 46.37.020.

(3) No stop lamp or signal lamp or device shall project a
glaring light.

46.37.210 Additional lighting equipment. (1) Any motor ve-
hicle may be equipped with not more than two side cowl or fender
lamps which shall emit an amber or white light without glare.

(2) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not more than
one running-board courtesy lamp on each side thereof which shall
emit a white or amber light without glare.

(3) Any motor vehicle may be equipped with not more than
two back-up lamps either separately or in combination with other
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lamps, but any such back-up lamp shall not be lighted when the
motor vehicle is in forward motion.

(4) Any vehicle may be equipped with lamps which may be
used for the purpose of warning the operators of other vehicles of
the presence of a vehicular traffic hazard requiring the exercise of
unusual care in approaching, overtaking or passing, and when so
equipped may display such warning in addition to any other warn-
ing signals required by this chapter. The lamps used to display such
warning to the front shall be mounted at the same level and as
widely spaced laterally as practicable, and shall display simul-
taneously flashing white or amber lights, or any shade of color
between white and amber. The lamps used to display such warning
to the rear shall be mounted at the same level and as widely spaced
laterally as practicable, and shall show simultaneously flashing
amber or red lights, or any shade of color between amber and red.
These warning lights shall be visible from a distance of not less than
five hundred feet under normal atmospheric conditions at night.

46.37.220 Multiple - beam road - lighting equipment. Except as
hereinafter provided, the head lamps or the auxiliary driving lamp
or the auxiliary passing lamp or combination thereof on motor
vehicles other than motorcycles or motor-driven cycles shall be so
arranged that the driver may select at will between distributions of
light projected to different elevations and such lamps may be so
arranged that such selection can be made automatically subject to
the following limitations:

(1) There shall be an uppermost distribution of light, or com-
posite beam, so aimed and of such intensity as to reveal persons
and vehicles at a distance of three hundred fifty feet ahead for all
conditions of loading.

(2) There shall be a lowermost distribution of light, or com-
posite beam, so aimed and of sufficient intensity to reveal persons
and vehicles at a distance of one hundred feet ahead; and on a
straight level road under any conditions of loading none of the high
intensity portion of the beam shall be directed to strike the eyes of
an approaching driver.

(3) Every new motor vehicle, other than a motorcycle or motor-
driven cycle, registered in this state after January 1, 1948, which
has multiple-beam road-lighting equipment shall be equipped with
a beam indicator, which shall be lighted whenever the uppermost
distribution of light from the head lamps is in use, and shall not
otherwise be lighted. Said indicator shall be so designed and located
that when lighted it will be readily visible without glare to the
driver of the vehicle so equipped.

46.37.230 Use of multiple-beam road-lighting equipment. (1)
Whenever a motor vehicle is being operated on a roadway or adja-
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cent thereto during the times specified in RCW 46.37.020, the driver
shall use a distribution of light, or composite beam, directed high
enough and of sufficient intensity to reveal persons and vehicles at
a safe distance in advance of the vehicle, subject to the following
requirements and limitations:

(2) Whenever a driver of a vehicle approaches an oncoming
vehicle within five hundred feet, such driver shall use a distribution
of light, or composite beam, so aimed that the glaring rays are not
projected into the eyes of the oncoming driver. The lowermost dis-
tribution of light, or composite beam, specified in RCW 46.37.220(2)
shall be deemed to avoid glare at all times, regardless of road
contour and loading.

(3) Whenever the driver of a vehicle follows another vehicle
within three hundred feet to the rear, such driver shall use a distri-
bution of light permissible under this chapter other than the upper-
most distribution of light specified in RCW 46.37.220(1).

46.37.240 Single-beam road-lighting equipment. Head lamps ar-
ranged to provide a single distribution of light shall be permitted
on motor vehicles manufactured and sold prior to one year after
March 18, 1955 in lieu of multiple-beam road-lighting equipment
herein specified if the single distribution of light complies with the
following requirements and limitations:

(1) The head lamps shall be so aimed that when the vehicle is
not loaded none of the high-intensity portion of the light shall at a
distance of twenty-five feet ahead project higher than a level of five
inches below the level of the center of the lamp from which it comes,
and in no case higher than forty-two inches above the level on
which the vehicle stands at a distance of seventy-five feet ahead.

(2) The intensity shall be sufficient to reveal persons and
vehicles at a distance of two hundred feet.

46.37.250 Lighting equipment on motor-driven cycles. The head
lamp or head lamps upon every motor-driven cycle may be of the
single-beam or multiple-beam type but in either event shall comply
with the requirements and limitations as follows:

(1) Every said head lamp or head lamps on a motor-driven cycle
shall be of a sufficient intensity to reveal a person or a vehicle at a
distance of not less than one hundred feet when the motor-driven
cycle is operated at any speed less than twenty-five miles per hour
and at a distance of not less than two hundred feet when the motor-
driven cycle is operated at a speed of twenty-five or more miles per
hour, and at a distance of not less than three hundred feet when
the motor-driven cycle is operated at a speed of thirty-five or more
miles per hour.

(2) In the event the motor-driven cycle is equipped with a
multiple-beam head lamp or head lamps the upper beam shall meet
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the minimum requirements set forth above and shall not exceed
the limitations set forth in RCW 46.37.220(1) and the lowermost
beam shall meet the requirements applicable to a lowermost distri-
bution of light as set forth in RCW 46.37.220(2).

(3) In the event the motor-driven cycle is equipped with a single-
beam lamp or lamps, said lamp or lamps shall be so aimed that when
the vehicle is loaded none of the high-intensity portion of light, at
a distance of twenty-five feet ahead, shall project higher than the
level of the center of the lamp from which it comes.

46.37.260 Alternate road lighting equipment. Any motor vehicle
may be operated under the conditions specified in RCW 46.37.020
when equipped with two lighted lamps upon the front thereof
capable of revealing persons and objects seventy-five feet ahead in
lieu of lamps required in RCW 46.37.220 or 46.37.240: Provided,
howewver, That at no time shall it be operated at a speed in excess of
twenty miles per hour.

46.37.270 Number of driving lamps required or permitted. (1)
At all times specified in RCW 46.37.020, at least two lighted lamps
shall be displayed, one on each side at the front of every motor
vehicle other than a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle, except when
such vehicle is parked subject to the regulations governing lights
on parked vehicles.

(2) Whenever a motor vehicle equipped with head lamps as
herein required is also equipped with any auxiliary lamps or a spot
lamp or any other lamp on the front thereof projecting a beam of
intensity greater than three hundred candlepower, not more than a
total of four of any such lamps on the front of a vehicle shall be
lighted at any one time when upon a highway.

46.37.280 Special restrictions on lamps. (1) Any lighted lamp
or illuminating device upon a motor vehicle, other than head lamps,
spot lamps, auxiliary lamps, flashing turn signals, emergency ve-
hicle warning lamps and school bus warning lamps, which projects
a beam of light of an intensity greater than three hundred candle-
power shall be so directed that no part of the high intensity portion
of the beam will strike the level of the roadway on which the
vehicle stands at a distance of more than seventy-five feet from
the vehicle.

(2) No person shall drive or move any vehicle or equipment
upon any highway with any lamp or device thereon displaying a
red light visible from directly in front of the center thereof. This
section shall not apply to any vehicle upon which a red light visible
from the front is expressly authorized or required by this chapter.

(3) Flashing lights are prohibited except on an authorized
emergency vehicle, school bus, snow-removal and highway mainte-
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nance equipment or on any vehicle as a means of indicating a right
or left turn, or the presence of a vehicular traffic hazard requiring
unusual care in approaching, overtaking or passing.

46.37.290 Special lighting equipment on school buses. (1) The
state commission on equipment is authorized to adopt standards and
specifications applicable to lighting equipment on and special warn-
ing devices to be carried by school buses consistent with the pro-
visions of this chapter, but supplemental thereto. Such standards
and specifications shall correlate with and, so far as possible, con-
form to the specifications then current as approved by the society
of automotive engineers.

(2) It shall be unlawful to operate any flashing warning signal
light on any school bus except when any said school bus is stopped
on a highway for the purpose of permitting school children to board
or alight from said school bus. The term flashing signal as used
herein shall not include an electric turn signal.

46.37.300 Standards for lights on snow - removal or highway
maintenance equipment. (1) The state commission on equipment
shall adopt standards and specifications applicable to head lamps,
clearance lamps, identification and other lamps on snow-removal
and highway maintenance equipment when operated on the high-
ways of this state in lieu of the lamps otherwise required on motor
vehicles by this chapter. Such standards and specifications may
permit the use of flashing lights for purposes of identification on
snow-removal or highway maintenance equipment when in service
upon the highways. The standards and specifications for lamps re-
ferred to in this section shall correlate with and, so far as possible,
conform with those approved by the American association of state
highway officials.

(2) It shall be unlawful to operate any snow-removal or high-
way maintenance equipment on any highway unless the lamps
thereon comply with and are lighted when and as required by the
standards and specifications adopted as provided in this section.

46.37.310 Selling or using lamps or equipment. (1) On and
after January 1, 1938, no person shall have for sale, sell or offer for
sale for use upon or as a part of the equipment of a motor vehicle,
trailer or semitrailer, or use upon any such vehicle any head lamp,
auxiliary, or fog lamp, rear lamp, signal lamp or reflector, which
reflector is required hereunder, or parts of any of the foregoing
which tend to change the original design or performance, unless of
a type which has been submitted to the state commission on equip-
ment and approved by it.

(2) No person shall have for sale, sell or offer for sale for use
upon or as a part of the equipment of a motor vehicle, trailer or
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semitrailer any lamp or device mentioned in this section which has
been approved by the state commission on equipment unless such
lamp or device bears thereon the trademark or name under which
it is approved so as to be legible when installed.

(3) No person shall use upon any motor vehicle, trailer or
semitrailer any lamps mentioned in this section unless said lamps are
mounted, adjusted and aimed in accordance with instructions of the
state commission on equipment.

46.37.320 Authority of state commission on equipment with
reference to lighting devices. (1) The state commission on equip-
ment is hereby authorized to approve or disapprove lighting devices
and to issue and enforce regulations establishing standards and
specifications for the approval of such lighting devices, their instal-
lation, adjustment and aiming, and adjustment when in use on
motor vehicles. Such regulations shall correlate with and, so far
as practicable, conform to the then current standards and specifica-
tions of the society of automotive engineers applicable to such
equipment.

(2) The state commission on equipment is hereby required to
approve or disapprove any lighting device, of a type on which ap-
proval is specifically required in this chapter, within a reasonable
time after such device has been submitted.

(3) The state commission on equipment is further authorized to
set up the procedure which shall be followed when any device is
submitted for approval.

(4) The state commission on equipment upon approving any
such lamp or device shall issue to the applicant a certificate of ap-
proval together with any instructions determined by it.

(5) The state commission on equipment shall publish lists of
all lamps and devices by name and type which have been approved
by it.

46.37.330 Revocation of certificate of approval on lighting de-
vices. When the state commission on equipment has reason to be-
lieve that an approved device as being sold commercially does not
comply with the requirements of this chapter, it may, after giving
thirty days’ previous notice to the person holding the certificate of
approval for such device in this state, conduct a hearing upon the
question of compliance of said approved device. After said hearing
the state commission on equipment shall determine whether said ap-
proved device meets the requirements of this chapter. If said device
does not meet the requirements of this chapter it shall give notice
to the person holding the certificate of approval for such device in
this state.

If at the expiration of ninety days after such notice the per-
son holding the certificate of approval for such device has failed to
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satisfy the state commission on equipment that said approved device
as thereafter to be sold meets the requirements of this chapter, the
state commission on equipment shall suspend or revoke the approval
issued therefor until or unless such device is resubmitted to and re-
tested by an authorized testing agency and is found to meet the re-
quirements of this chapter, and may require that all said devices
sold since the notification following the hearing be replaced with
devices that do comply with the requirements of this chapter. The
state commission on equipment may at the time of the retest pur-
chase in the open market and submit to the testing agency one or
more sets of such approved devices, and if such device upon such re-
test fails to meet the requirements of this chapter, the state com-
mission on equipment may refuse to renew the certificate of approval
of such device.

46.37.340 Brake equipment required. (1) Every motor vehicle,
other than a motorcycle or motor-driven cycle, when operated upon
a highway shall be equipped with brakes adequate to control the
movement of and to stop and hold such vehicle, including two sepa-
rate means of applying the brakes, each of which means shall be
effective to apply the brakes to at least two wheels. If these two
separate means of applying the brakes are connected in any way,
they shall be so constructed that failure of any one part of the
operating mechanism shall not leave the motor vehicle without
brakes on at least two wheels.

(2) Every motorcycle and every motor-driven cycle, when oper-
ated upon a highway, shall be equipped with at least one brake,
which may be operated by hand or foot.

(3) Every trailer or semitrailer registered in this state and
manufactured or assembled after January 1, 1956, of a gross weight
of four thousand pounds or more when operated upon a highway
shall be equipped with brakes adequate to control the movement of
and to stop and to hold such vehicle and so designed as to be ap-
plied by the driver of the towing motor vehicle from its cab, and
said brakes shall be so designed and connected that in case of an
accidental break-away of the towed vehicle the brakes shall be
automatically applied.

(4) Every new motor vehicle, trailer or semitrailer sold in this
state after January 1, 1938, and operated upon the highways shall
be equipped with service brakes upon all wheels of every such ve-
hicle, except that any vehicle having three or more axles shall have
brakes on the wheels of at least two axles, and except any motor-
cycle or motor-driven cycle, and except that any semitrailer of
less than two thousand pounds gross weight, need not be equipped
with brakes.

(5) One of the means of brake operation shall consist of a
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mechanical connection from the operating lever to the brake shoes or
bands and this brake shall be capable of holding the vehicle, or com-
bination of vehicles, stationary under any condition of loading on
any up grade or down grade upon which it is operated.

(6) The brake shoes operating within or upon the drums on the
vehicle wheels of any motor vehicle may be used for both service
and hand operation.

46.37.350 Performance ability of brakes. Every motor vehicle
or combination of vehicles, at all times and under all conditions of
loading, shall, upon application of the service or foot brake, be
capable of decelerating and developing a breaking force equivalent
to such deceleration according to the minimum requirements set
forth herein, and also of stopping within the distances set forth
herein.

Equivalent
breaking
Deceleration force in
Stopping in feet per percentage
distance second of vehicle
in feet per second or combina-

. s . tion weight
Passenger vehicles, not including

buses .........ciiiiiiiiaa.. 25 17 53.0%
Single-unit vehicles with a man-

ufacturer’s gross vehicle weight

rating of less than 10,000

pounds ............. ..., 30 14 43.5%
Single-unit, 2-axle vehicles with a

manufacturer’s gr oss vehicle

weight rating of 10,000 or more

pounds ............o.eeinl... 40 14 43.5%
All other vehicles and combina-

tions with a manufacturer’s

gross vehicle weight rating of

10,000 or more pounds ........ 50 14 43.5%

Compliance with standards set forth herein shall be determined
either (1) by actual road tests conducted on a substantially level
(not to exceed a plus or minus one percent grade), dry, smooth,
hard-surfaced road that is free from loose material, and with
stopping distance measured from the actual instant breaking con-
trols are moved and from an initial speed of twenty miles per hour,
or else (2) by suitable mechanical tests in a testing lane which re-
creates such same conditions, or (3) a combination of both methods.

46.37.360 Maintenance of brakes. All brakes shall be main-
tained in good working order and shall be so adjusted as to operate
as equally as practicable with respect to the wheels on opposite
sides of the vehicle.
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46.37.370 Brakes on motor-driven cycles. (1) The state commis-
sion on equipment is authorized to require an inspection of the
brake on any motor-driven cycle having a motor not in excess of five
horsepower and to disapprove any such brake which it finds will not
comply with the performance ability standard set forth in RCW
46.37.350, or which in its opinion is not so designed or constructed as
to insure reasonable and reliable performance in actual use.

(2) The director of licenses may refuse to register or may sus-
pend or revoke the registration of any vehicle referred to in this
section when he determines that the brake thereon does not comply
with the provisions of this section.

(3) No person shall operate on any highway any vehicle referred
to in this section in the event the state commission on equipment has
disapproved the brake equipment upon such vehicle or type of
vehicle.

46.37.380 Horns and warning devices. (1) Every motor vehicle
when operated upon a highway shall be equipped with a horn in
good working order and capable of emitting sound audible under
normal conditions from a distance of not less than two hundred
feet, but no horn or other warning device shall emit an unreasonably
loud or harsh sound or a whistle. The driver of a motor vehicle shall
when reasonably necessary to insure safe operation give audible
warning with his horn but shall not otherwise use such horn when
upon a highway.

(2) No vehicle shall be equipped with nor shall any person use
upon a vehicle any siren, whistle or bell, except as otherwise per-
mitted in this section.

(3) It is permissible but not required that any commercial ve-
hicle be equipped with a theft alarm signal device which is so
arranged that it cannot be used by the driver as an ordinary warning
signal.

(4) Any authorized emergency vehicle may be equipped with a
siren, whistle or bell, capable of emitting sound audible under
normal conditions from a distance of not less than five hundred feet
and of a type approved by the state commission on equipment, but
such siren shall not be used except when such vehicle is operated in
response to an emergency call or in the immediate pursuit of an
actual or suspected violator of the law, in which said latter events
the driver of such vehicle shall sound said siren when reasonably
necessary to warn pedestrians and other drivers of the approach
thereof.

46.37.390 Mufflers, prevention of noise and smoke. (1) Every
motor vehicle shall at all times be equipped with a muffler in
good working order and in constant operation to prevent excessive
or unusual noise and annoying smoke, and no person shall use a
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muffler cut-out, bypass or similar device upon a motor vehicle on a
highway.

(2) The engine and power mechanism of every motor vehicle
shall be so equipped and adjusted as to prevent the escape of exces-
sive fumes or smoke.

46.37.400 Mirrors. Every motor vehicle which is so constructed
or loaded as to obstruct the driver’s view to the rear thereof from
the driver’s position shall be equipped with a mirror so located
as to reflect to the driver a view of the highway for a distance
of at least two hundred feet to the rear of such vehicle.

46.37.410 Windshields must be unobstructed and equipped with
wipers. (1) No person shall drive any motor vehicle with any sign,
poster or other nontransparent material upon the front windshield,
side wings or side or rear windows of such vehicle which obstructs
the driver’s clear view of the highway or any intersecting highway.

(2) The windshield on every motor vehicle shall be equipped
with a device for cleaning rain, snow or other moisture from the
windshield, which device shall be so constructed as to be controlled
or operated by the driver of the vehicle. After January 1, 1938, it
shall be unlawful for any person to operate a new motor vehicle
first sold or delivered after that date which is not equipped with
such device or devices in good working order capable of cleaning
the windshield thereof over two separate arcs, one each on the left
and right side of the windshield, each capable of cleaning a surface
of not less than one hundred twenty square inches, or other device
or devices capable of accomplishing substantially the same result.

(3) Every windshield wiper upon a motor vehicle shall be main-
tained in good working order.

46.37.420 Restrictions as to tire equipment. (1) After January 1,
1938, it shall be unlawful to operate a vehicle upon the public
highways of this state unless it is completely equipped with pneu-
matic rubber tires.

(2) No tire on a vehicle moved on a highway shall have on its
periphery any block, stud, flange, cleat or spike or any other pro-
tuberance of any material other than rubber which projects beyond
the tread of the traction surface of the tire, except that it shall be
permissible to use farm machinery with tires having protuberances
which will not injure the highway, and except also that it shall be
permissible to use tire chains of reasonable proportions and of a
type approved by the state commission on equipment, upon any
vehicle when required for safety because of snow, ice or othex
conditions tending to cause a vehicle to skid.

(3) The state highway commission and local authorities in their
respective jurisdictions may in their discretion issue special per-
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mits authorizing the operation upon a highway of traction engines
or tractors having movable tracks with transverse corrugations
upon the periphery of such movable tracks or farm tractors or other
farm machinery, the operation of which upon a highway would
otherwise be prohibited under this section.

46.37.430 Safety glazing materials in motor vehicles. (1) On and
after January 1, 1938, no person shall sell any new motor vehicle
as specified herein, nor shall any new motor vehicle as specified
herein be registered thereafter unless such vehicle is equipped
with safety glazing material of a type approved by the state com-
mission on equipment wherever glazing material is used in doors,
windows and windshields. The foregoing provisions shall apply to
all passenger-type motor vehicles, including passenger buses and
school buses, but in respect to trucks, including truck tractors, the
requirements as to safety glazing material shall apply to all glazing
material used in doors, windows and windshields in the drivers’
compartments of such vehicles.

(2) The term “safety glazing materials” means glazing materials
so constructed, treated or combined with other materials as to
reduce substantially, in comparison with ordinary sheet glass or
plate glass, the likelihood of injury to persons by objects from ex-
terior sources or by these safety glazing materials when they may
be cracked or broken.

(3) The state commission on equipment shall compile and pub-
lish a list of types of glazing material by name approved by it as
meeting the requirements of this section and the director of licenses
shall not register after January 1, 1938 any motor vehicle which is
subject to the provisions of this section unless it is equipped with
an approved type of safety glazing material, and he shall thereafter
suspend the registration of any motor vehicle so subject to this
section which he finds is not so equipped until it is made to conform
to the requirements of this section.

46.37.440 Certain vehicles to carry flares or other warning de-
vices. (1) No person shall operate any motor truck, passenger bus
or truck tractor over eighty inches in overall width upon any
highway outside the corporate limits of municipalities at any time
unless there shall be carried in such vehicle the following equip-
ment except as provided in subsection (2):

(a) At least three flares or three red electric lanterns or three
portable red emergency reflectors, each-of which shall be capable
of being seen and distinguished at a distance of not less than six
hundred feet under normal atmospheric conditions at nighttime.

No flare, fusee, electric lantern or cloth warning flag shall be
used for the purpose of compliance with the requirements of this
section unless such equipment is of a type which has been submitted
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to the state commission on equipment and approved by it. No port-
able reflector unit shall be used for the purpose of compliance with
the requirements of this section unless it is so designed and con-
structed as to include two reflecting elements one above the other,
each of which shall be capable of reflecting red light clearly visible
from all distances within six hundred feet to one hundred feet under
normal atmospheric conditions at night when directly in front of
lawful upper beams of head lamps, and unless it is of a type which
has been submitted to the state commission on equipment and
approved by it.

(b) At least three red-burning fusees unless red electric lanterns
or red portable emergency reflectors are carried.

(c) At least two red-cloth flags, not less than twelve inches
square, with standards to support such flags.

(2) No person shall operate at the time and under conditions
stated in subsection (1) any motor vehicle used for the transporta-
tion of explosives, any cargo tank truck used for the transportation
of lammable liquids or compressed gases, or any motor vehicle using
compressed gas as a fuel unless there shall be carried in such vehicle
three red electric lanterns or three portable red emergency reflectors
meeting the requirements of subsection (1) of this section, and
there shall not be carried in any said vehicle any flares, fusees or
signal produced by flame.

46.37.450 Display of warning devices when vehicle disabled. (1)
Whenever any motor truck, passenger bus, truck tractor over
eighty inches in overall width, trailer, semitrailer or pole trailer
is disabled upon the traveled portion of any highway or the
shoulder thereof outside of any municipality at any time when
lighted lamps are required on vehicles the driver of such vehicle
shall display the following warning devices upon the highway
during the time the vehicle is so disabled on the highway except
as provided in subsection (2):

(a) A lighted fusee, a lighted red electric lantern or a portable
red emergency reflector shall be immediately placed at the traffic
side of the vehicle in the direction of the nearest approaching
traffic.

(b) As soon thereafter as possible but in any event within the
burning period of the fusee (fifteen minutes), the driver shall place
three liquid-burning flares (pot torches), or three lighted red electric
lanterns or three portable red emergency reflectors on the traveled
portion of the highway in the following order:

(i) One, approximately one hundred feet from the disabled
vehicle in the center of the lane occupied by such vehicle and
toward traffic approaching in that lane.

(ii) One, approximately one hundred feet in the opposite di-
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rection from the disabled vehicle and in the center of the traffic
lane occupied by such vehicle.

(iii) One at the traffic side of the disabled vehicle not less than
ten feet rearward or forward thereof in the direction of the nearest
approaching traffic. If a lighted red electric lantern or a red portable
emergency reflector has been placed at the traffic side of the vehicle
in accordance with subdivision (a) of this subsection, it may be
used for this purpose.

(2) Whenever any vehicle referred to in this section is disabled
within five hundred feet of a curve, hillcrest or other obstruction
to view, the warning signal in that direction shall be so placed as
to afford ample warning to other users of the highway, but in no
case less than five hundred feet from the disabled vehicle.

(3) Whenever any vehicle of a type referred to in this section
is disabled upon any roadway of a divided highway during the time
that lights are required, the appropriate warning devices prescribed
in subsections (1) and (5) of this section shall be placed as follows:

One at a distance of approximately two hundred feet from the
vehicle in the center of the lane occupied by the stopped vehicle
and in the direction of traffic approaching in that lane; one at a
distance of approximately one hundred feet from the vehicle, in the
center of the lane occupied by the vehicle and in the direction of
traffic approaching in that lane; one at the traffic side of the vehicle
and approximately ten feet from the vehicle in the direction of
the nearest approaching traffic.

(4) Whenever any vehicle of a type referred to in this section
is disabled upon the traveled portion of a highway or the shoulder
thereof outside of any municipality at any time when the display of
fusees, flares, red electric lanterns or portable red emergency re-
flectors is not required, the driver of the vehicle shall display two
red flags upon the roadway in the lane of traffic occupied by the dis-
abled vehicle, one at a distance of approximately one hundred feet
in advance of the vehicle, and one at a distance of approximately one
hundred feet to the rear of the vehicle.

(5) Whenever any motor vehicle used in the transportation of
explosives or any cargo tank truck used for the transportation of
any flammable liquid or compressed flammable gas, or any motor
vehicle using compressed gas as a fuel, is disabled upon a highway
of this state at any time or place mentioned in subsection (1) of this
section, the driver of such vehicle shall immediately display the
following warning devices: One red electric lantern or portable red
emergency reflector placed on the roadway at the traffic side of the
vehicle, and two red electric lanterns or portable red reflectors, one
placed approximately one hundred feet to the front and one placed
approximately one hundred feet to the rear of this disabled vehicle
in the center of the traffic lane occupied by such vehicle. Flares,
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fusees or signals produced by flame shall not be used as warning
devices for disabled vehicles of the type mentioned in this para-
graph.

(6) The flares, fusees, red electric lanterns, portable red emerg-
ency reflectors and flags to be displayed as required in this section
shall conform with the requirements of RCW 46.37.440 applicable
thereto.

46.37.460 Vehicles transporting explosives. Any person operat-
ing any vehicle transporting any explosive as a cargo or part of
a cargo upon a highway shall at all times comply with the provisions
of this section.

(1) Said vehicle shall be marked or placarded on each side and
the rear with the word “Explosives” in letters not less than eight
inches high, or there shall be displayed on the rear of such vehicle
a red flag not less than twenty-four inches square marked with the
word “danger” in white letters six inches high.

(2) Every said vehicle shall be equipped with not less than two
fire extinguishers, filled and ready for immediate use, and placed
at a convenient point on the vehicle so used.

46.37.470 Air-conditioning equipment. (1) The term “air-condi-
tioning equipment” as used or referred to in this section shall mean
mechanical vapor compression refrigeration equipment which is
used to cool the driver’s or passenger compartment of any motor
vehicle.

(2) Such equipment shall be manufactured, installed and main-
tained with due regard for the safety of the occupants of the vehicle
and the public and shall not contain any refrigerant which is toxic
to persons or which is flammable.

(3) The state commission on equipment may adopt and enforce
safety requirements, regulations and specifications consistent with
the requirements of this section applicable to such equipment which
shall correlate with and, so far as possible, conform to the current
recommended practice or standard applicable to such equipment
approved by the society of automotive engineers.

(4) No person shall have for sale, offer for sale, sell or equip
any motor vehicle with any such equipment unless it complies
with the requirements of this section.

(5) No person shall operate on any highway any motor vehicle
equipped with any air-conditioning equipment unless said equip-
ment complies with the requirements of this section.

46.37.480 Television viewers. No person shall drive any motor
vehicle equipped with any television viewer, screen or other means
of visually receiving a television broadcast which is located
in the motor vehicle at any point forward of the back of the driver’s

[3391]



Cu. 12.] SESSION LAWS, 1961.

seat, or which is visible to the driver while operating the motor
vehicle.

46.37.490 Safety load chains and devices required. It shall be
unlawful to operate any vehicle upon the public highways of this
state without having the load thereon securely fastened and pro-
tected by safety chains or other device. The state commission on
equipment is hereby authorized to adopt and enforce reasonable
rules and regulations as to what shall constitute adequate and safe
chains or other devices for the fastening and protection of loads
upon vehicles.

46.37.500 Splash guards. Every vehicle shall be equipped with
a device adequate to effectively reduce the wheel spray or splash of
water from the roadway to the rear thereof.

Chapter 46.44

SIZE, WEIGHT, LOAD

46.44.010 Outside width limit. The total outside width of any
vehicle or load thereon shall not exceed eight feet: Provided, That
in any instance where it is necessary to extend a rear vision mirror
beyond the extreme left or right of the body the same may be done
despite the fact that this results in a width in excess of eight feet,
but no rear vision mirror shall extend more than five inches beyond
the extreme limits of the body: Provided further, That in those
instances where it is necessary to install fenders on the rear wheels
of vehicles to reduce wheel spray the same may be done despite
the fact that this results in a width in excess of eight feet providing
such fenders are made of rubber and do not extend more than two
inches beyond either side of the body: And provided further, That a
tolerance of two inches in width will be allowed on the tires of all
vehicles where such overwidth is due entirely to the expansion of
the tires: Provided further, however, That safety appliances such as
clearance lights, rub rails, binder chains and appurtenances such
as door handles, door hinges and turning signal brackets, may extend
beyond the extreme left or right of the body despite the fact that
this results in a width in excess of eight feet but no appliances or
appurtenances can extend more than two inches beyond the ex-
treme limits of the body.

46.44.020 Maximum height—Impaired clearance signs. It shall
be unlawful for any vehicle unladen or with load to exceed a height
of thirteen feet and six inches above the level surface upon which
the vehicle stands. This section shall not apply to authorized emer-
gency vehicles or repair equipment of a public utility engaged in
reasonably necessary operation. The provisions of this section shall
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not relieve the owner or operator of a vehicle or combination of
vehicles from the exercise of due care in determining that sufficient
vertical clearance is provided upon the public highways where such
vehicle or combination of vehicles is being operated; and no liability
shall attach to the state or to any county, city, town or other
political subdivision by reason of any damage or injury to persons or
property by reason of the existence of any structure over or across
any public highway where the vertical clearance above the roadway
is thirteen feet six inches or more; or, where such vertical clearance
is less than thirteen feet six inches, if impaired clearance signs of
a design approved by the Washington state highway commission are
erected and maintained on the right side of any such public high-
way: In cities and towns at a distance of not less than two hundred
feet and not more than three hundred feet; and in rural areas at a
distance of not less than three hundred fifty feet and not more than
five hundred feet, from each side of such structure. If any structure
over or across any public highway is not owned by the state or by a
county, city, town or other political subdivision, it shall be the duty
of the owner thereof when billed therefor to reimburse the Wash-
ington state highway commission or the county, city, town or other
political subdivision having jurisdiction over such highway for the
actual cost of erecting and maintaining such impaired clearance
signs, but no liability shall attach to such owner by reason of any
damage or injury to persons or property caused by impaired vertical
clearance above the roadway.

46.44.030 Maximum lengths. It is unlawful for any person to
operate upon the public highways of this state any vehicle having
an overall length, with or without load, in excess of thirty-five feet,
except that an auto stage shall not exceed an overall length, inclu-
sive of front and rear bumpers, of forty feet, but the operation of
any such auto stage upon the public highways shall be limited as
determined by the state highway commission. It is unlawful for any
person to operate upon the public highways any combination of
vehicles which, with or without load, has an overall length in excess
of sixty feet, or any combination of vehicles containing any vehicle
of which the permanent structure has an overall length in excess of
forty feet. Said length limitations shall not apply to vehicles trans-
porting poles, pipe, machinery or other objects of a structural nature
which cannot be dismembered and operated by a public utility
when required for emergency repair of public service facilities or
properties but in respect to night transportation every such vehicle
and load thereon shall be equipped with a sufficient number of
clearance lamps on both sides and marker lamps upon the extreme
ends of any projecting load to clearly mark the dimensions of such
load: Provided, That when it is desirable to facilitate the movement
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of combination of vehicles between this state and other states, the
state highway commission may authorize combinations consisting
of a tractor, a semitrailer, and a trailer to operate at a total overall
length, with or without load, not to exceed sixty-five feet on such
highway and subject to such terms and conditions as the state high-
way commission may direct: Provided, however, That until such
time as six of the eleven western states shall have made provision to
authorize this combination length, this section shall not apply.

Note: See also section 36, chapter 21, Laws of 1961 extraordinary session.

46.44.034 ——Front and rear protrusions. The load, or any
portion of any vehicle, operated alone upon the public highway of
this state, or the load, or any portion of the front vehicle of a
combination of vehicles, shall not extend more than three feet
beyond the front wheels of such vehicle, or the front bumper, if
equipped with front bumper.

No vehicle shall be operated upon the public highways with any
part of the permanent structure or load extending in excess of
fifteen feet beyond the center of the last axle of such vehicle.

46.44.036 Combination of units. Limitation. Except as provided
in RCW 46.44.037, it is unlawful for any person to operate upon the
public highways of this state any combination of vehicles consisting
of more than two vehicles. For the purposes of this section a truck
tractor-semitrailer and/or pole trailer combination will be con-
sidered as two vehicles but the addition of another axle to the
tractor of a truck tractor-semitrailer and/or pole trailer combination
in such a way that it supports a proportional share of the load of the
semitrailer and/or pole trailer shall not be deemed a separate ve-
hicle but for all purposes shall be considered a part of the truck
tractor. For the purposes of this section a converter gear used in
converting a semitrailer to a full trailer shall not be deemed a
separate vehicle but for all purposes shall be considered a part of
the trailer.

46.44.037 ————Lawful operations—Special permits. It shall
be lawful to operate a truck tractor, semitrailer and a trailer in
combination subject to such rules and regulations as the state
highway commission may adopt governing the operation of such a
combination, and for the purpose of this section a converter gear
used to convert a semitrailer into a trailer shall not be deemed a
separate vehicle but shall be considered to be a part of the trailer.

Such a combination when licensed for a total gross weight of
seventy-two thousand pounds may be entitled to a special permit
authorizing the combination to carry not more than four thousand
pounds of gross weight in excess of the maximum allowed in RCW
46.44.044 upon the payment of the fees set forth in RCW 46.44.095
and on such highways and subject to such terms and conditions as
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the state highway commission shall prescribe pursuant to the pro-
visions of RCW 46.44.095: Provided, That any state highway patrol
officer who shall find any person operating a vehicle in violation of
the conditions of a special permit issued under this section may
confiscate such permit and forward it to the state highway commis-
sion which may return it to the permittee or revoke, cancel, or
suspend it.

46.44.040 Maximum gross weights, Axle factor. (1) It is un-
lawful to operate any vehicle upon the public highways with a
gross weight including load upon any one axle thereof in excess of
eighteen thousand pounds.

It is unlawful to operate any one axle semitrailer upon the public
highways with a gross weight including load upon such one axle in
excess of eighteen thousand pounds.

It is unlawful to operate any truck or truck tractor upon the
public highways of this state supported upon two axles with a gross
weight including load in excess of twenty-eight thousand pounds.

It is unlawful to operate any semitrailer or pole trailer upon the
public highway supported upon two axles with a gross weight in-
cluding load in excess of thirty-two thousand pounds. It is unlawful
to operate any two axle trailer upon the public highways with a
gross weight, including load, in excess of thirty-six thousand pounds.

Except as provided in RCW 46.44.095 it is unlawful to operate
any vehicle upon the public highways supported upon three axles
or more with a gross weight including load in excess of thirty-six
thousand pounds.

(2) The maximum axle and gross weight specified in subsection
(1) above are subject to the braking requirements set up for the
service brakes upon any motor vehicle or combination of vehicles
as provided by law.

(3) It is unlawful to operate any vehicle upon the public high-
ways equipped with two axles spaced less than seven feet apart,
unless the two axles are so constructed and mounted in such a
manner to provide oscillation between the two axles and that either
one of the two axles will not at any one time carry more than the
maximum gross weight allowed for one axle or two axles specified
in subsection (1) above.

46.44.042 —— Tire factor. Subject to the maximum gross
weights specified in subsection (1) of RCW 46.44.040, it is unlawful
to operate any vehicle upon the public highways with a gross
weight, including load, upon any tire concentrated upon the surface
of the highway in excess of five hundred fifty pounds per inch width
of such tire, up to a maximum width of twelve inches, and for a
tire having a width of twelve inches or more there shall be allowed
a twenty percent tolerance above five hundred fifty pounds per inch
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width of such tire. For the purpose of this section, the width of tire
in case of solid rubber or hollow center cushion tires, so long as the
use thereof may be permitted by the law, shall be measured between
the flanges of the rim. For the purpose of this section, the width of
tires in case of pneumatic tires shall be the maximum overall normal
inflated width as stipulated by the manufacturer when inflated to
the pressure specified and without load thereon.

46.44.044 ————Wheelbase factor. Subject to the maximum
axle and gross weights specified in subsection (1) of RCW 46.44.040,
it is unlawful to operate any motor vehicle or combination of
vehicles unless the same comply with both subdivisions (1) and (2)
of this section.

(1) The total gross weight, including load, on any group of
axles of a vehicle or combination of vehicles, where the distance
between the first and last axles of any group of axles is eighteen
feet or under, shall not exceed that set forth in the following table:
Wheelbase of any group of axles

of a vehicle or combination Allowed load in pounds
of vehicles (feet) on group of axles
3feet6inches .......... ... . . i, 32,000
Ao 32,000
5 P 32,000
B e 32,000
2P 32,000
B e 32,610
AP 33,580
10 L e 34,550
) 35,550
12 e 36,830
18 38,350
14 39,870
1D 41,400
16 o e 42,930
1 e 44,459
18 e 46,000

(2) Where the wheelbase of any vehicle or combination of
vehicles is eighteen feet or more, the gross weight including load of
the vehicle or combination of vehicles must not exceed that given
for the respective distances in the following table:

Wheelbase of vehicle or

combination of Allowed load
vehicles in feet in pounds
18 o e e 46,000
19 e e e 47,000
20 L e 48,000



SESSION LAWS, 1961. [CH.12.
Wheelbase of vehicle or

combination of Allowed load
vehicles in feet in pounds
2 P 49,000
2 e e e 50,000
. Z P 51,340
P 52,670
2D e e 54,000
] 55,100
A AN 56,200
2 P 57,400
20 e e 58,500
B0 i e 59,500
5 3 P 60,300
B e e 61,140
£ P 61,710
B4 e 62,280
D i e 62,860
A 63,430
L A 64,000
5 - 2P 64,500
B0 e 65,000
A0 L e e e e 65,500
AP 66,000
B2 e 66,500
5 O 67,000
A4 e 67,500
D e e 68,000
BB .. e 68,500
A e 69,000
A8 e 69,500
40 e 70,000
1 70,500
5 O 71,000
B e e 71,500
B3 OF OVeT ... i i 72,000

When inches are involved: Under six inches take lower; six
inches or over take higher.

46.44.045 ———Penalties for violations. (1) Any person
violating any of the provisions of RCW 46.44.040 through 46.44.044
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon first conviction thereof
shall be fined a basic fine of not less than twenty-five dollars nor
more than fifty dollars; upon second conviction thereof shall be
fined a basic fine of not less than fifty dollars nor more than one
hundred dollars; and upon a third or subsequent conviction shall be
fined a basic fine of not less than one hundred dollars.
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(2) In addition to, but not in lieu of, the above basic fines,
such person shall be fined two cents per pound for each pound of ex-
cess weight up to five thousand pounds; if such excess weight is five
thousand pounds and not in excess of ten thousand pounds, the addi-
tional fine shall be three cents per pound for each pound of excess
weight; and if the excess weight is ten thousand pounds or over, the
additional fine shall be four cents per pound for each pound of ex-
cess weight: Provided, That where the excess weight is less than five
thousand pounds, the court, in its discretion, may suspend the addi-
tional fine for excess poundage upon first conviction but in no case
shall the basic fine be suspended.

(3) The court may suspend the certificate of license registra-
tion of the vehicle or combination of vehicles upon the second con-
viction for a period of not to exceed thirty days and the court shall
suspend the certificate of license registration of the vehicle or com-
bination of vehicles upon a third or subsequent conviction for a
period of not less than thirty days. For the purpose of this section
bail forfeiture shall be given the same effect as a conviction. For
the purpose of suspension of license registration conviction or bail
forfeiture shall be on the same vehicle or combination of vehicles
during any twelve month period regardless of ownership.

(4) Any person convicted of violating any posted limitations
of a highway or section of highway shall be fined not less than one
hundred dollars and the court shall in addition thereto suspend the
operator’s driver’s license for not less than thirty days. Whenever
the operator’s driver’s license and/or the certificate of license reg-
istration are suspended under the provisions of this section the judge
shall secure such certificates and immediately forward the same to
the director of licenses with information concerning the suspension
thereof.

(5) Any other provision of law to the contrary notwithstanding,
justice courts having venue shall have concurrent jurisdiction with
the superior courts for the imposition of any penalties authorized
under this section.

(6) For the purpose of determining additional fines as provided
by subsection (2), “excess weight” shall mean the poundage in excess
of the maximum gross weight prescribed by RCW 46.44.040 through
46.44.044 plus the weights allowed by RCW 46.44.046, 46.44.047, and
46.44.095.

(7) The basic fine provided in subsection (1) shall be distributed
as prescribed in RCW 46.68.050.

(8) The additional fine for excess poundage provided in sub-
section (2) shall be transmitted by the court to the county treasurer
and by him transmitted to the state treasurer for deposit in the motor
vehicle fund. It shall then be allocated as provided in RCW 46.68.100.

Note: See also section 34, chapter 21, Laws of 1961 extraordinary session.
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46.44.046 Excess Weight. Discretion of arresting officer. In addi-
tion to the limitations of RCW 46.44.040 through 46.44.044, if the
gross axle weight is not more than five hundred pounds in excess
of the maximum gross axle weight for one axle, and if the gross
weight of two axles spaced less than seven feet apart is not more
than one thousand pounds in excess of the maximum gross weight
for two axles spaced less than seven feet apart, and if the gross
weight of any group of axles is not more than fifteen hundred pounds
in excess of the maximum gross weight for any group of axles ac-
cording to the wheelbase spacing of the group of axles as shown
in the maximum gross load table of RCW 46.44.044 and if the gross
weight of a two-axle vehicle is not more than one thousand pounds
in excess of the legal gross weight for such two-axle vehicle, and
if the gross weight of a three-axle vehicle is not more than fifteen
hundred pounds in excess of the maximum legal gross weight for
such three-axle vehicle, and if the maximum gross weight of the
combination of vehicles is not more than two thousand pounds in
excess of the maximum legal gross weight of the combination of
vehicles, the arresting officer may, within his discretion, permit the
operator to proceed with his vehicle or vehicles in combination
without penalty. For the purposes of determining gross weights
the actual scale weight taken by the arresting officer shall be prima
facie evidence of such total gross weight.

It being the intention of the legislature to recognize that oc-
casional weight discrepancies in cargo will occur, and to provide
the arresting officer with authority and discretion to determine the
same; but to prevent the habitual and consistent loading of vehicles
above the maximum legal gross weight provided for in RCW 46-
.44.040 through 46.44.044.

The chief of the state patrol, with the advice of the state high-
way commission, may make reasonable rules and regulations to aid
in the enforcement of the provisions of this section.

46.44.047 ———Logging trucks—Special permits—Discretion
of arresting officer. In addition to the limitations of RCW 46.44.040,
46.44.042 and 46.44.044, a three-axle truck tractor and a two-axle
pole trailer combination engaged in the operation of hauling logs,
shall have an allowable variation in wheelbase length of six feet
for the distance between the first and last axle of the vehicle in
combination which has a wheelbase overall length of thirty-seven
feet or more and upon special permit the gross weight of two axles
spaced less than seven feet apart may exceed by not more than six-
teen hundred pounds the maximum gross axle weight specified for
two axles spaced less than seven feet apart, being thirty-two thou-
sand pounds as provided in RCW 46.44.040, and the maximum gross
weight of the combination of vehicles may exceed by not more than
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six thousand eight hundred pounds the maximum legal gross weight
of the combination of vehicles, when fully licensed as permitted by
law, being sixty-eight thousand pounds.

Such additional allowances shall be permitted by a special per-
mit to be issued by the state highway commission under such rules,
regulations, terms and conditions prescribed by the state highway
commission. The fee for such special permit shall be fifty dollars for
a twelve-month period beginning and ending on April 1st of each
calendar year. Permits may be issued at any time but if issued after
July 1st of any year the fee shall be thirty-seven dollars and fifty
cents. If issued on or after September 1st the fee shall be twenty-
five dollars and if issued on or after December 1st the fee shall be
twelve dollars and fifty cents. A copy of such special permit cover-
ing the vehicle involved shall be carried in the cab of the vehicle
at all times. Upon the third conviction for violation of the terms
and conditions of the special permit, the special permit shall be
canceled. The vehicle covered by such canceled special permit shall
not be eligible for a new special permit until thirty days after the
cancellation of the special permit issued to said vehicle. The fee for
such renewal shall be at the same rate as set forth in this section
which covers the original issuance of such special permit. Each
special permit shall be assigned to a specific vehicle and shall not
be transferable. For the purpose of determining gross weight the
actual scale weight taken by the officer shall be prima facie evidence
of such total gross weight. In the event the gross weight is in ex-
cess of the weight permitted by law the officer may, within his
discretion, permit the operator to proceed with his vehicles in com-
bination.

The chief of the state patrol, with the advice of the state high-
way commission, may make reasonable rules and regulations to aid
in the enforcement of the provisions of this section.

All fees collected under this section shall be deposited with

the state treasurer and credited to the motor vehicle fund.
Note: See also section 35, chapter 21, Laws of 1961 extraordinary session.

46.44.049 Effect of weight on highways—Study authorized. The
highway commission is authorized to make and enter into agree-
ments with the federal government or any state or group of states
or agencies thereof, or any nonprofit association, on a joint or co-
operative basis, to study, analyze or test the effects of weight on high-
way construction. Such studies or tests may be made either by
designating existing highways or the construction of test strips
including natural resource roads to the end that a proper solution
of the many problems connected with the imposition on highways
of motor vehicle weights may be determined.

Such studies may include the determination of values to be as-
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signed various highway-user groups according to their gross weight
or use.

46.44.050 Minimum length of wheelbase. It shall be unlawful
to operate any vehicle with a wheelbase between any two axles
thereof of less than three feet, six inches.

For the purposes of this section, wheelbase shall be measured
upon a straight line from center to center of the vehicle axles
designated.

46.44.060 Outside load limits for passenger vehicles. No pas-
senger type vehicle shall be operated on any public highway with
any load carried thereon extending beyond the line of the fenders on
the left side of such vehicle nor extending more than six inches
beyond the line of the fenders on the right side thereof.

46.44.070 Drawbar requirements—Trailer whipping or weaving
—Towing flag. The drawbar or other connection between vehicles
in combination shall be of sufficient strength to hold the weight of
the towed vehicle on any grade where operated. No trailer shall
whip, weave or oscillate or fail to follow substantially in the course
of the towing vehicle. When a disabled vehicle is being towed by
means of bar, chain, rope, cable or similar means and the distance
between the towed vehicle and the towing vehicle exceeds fifteen
feet there shall be fastened on such connection in approximately
the center thereof a white flag or cloth not less than twelve inches
square,

46.44.080 Local regulations—State highway regulations. Local
authorities with respect to public highways under their jurisdiction
may prohibit the operation thereon of motor trucks or other ve-
hicles or may impose limits as to the weight thereof, or any other
restrictions as may be deemed necessary, whenever any such public
highway by reason of rain, snow, climatic or other conditions, will
be seriously damaged or destroyed unless the operation of vehicles
thereon be prohibited or restricted or the permissible weights thereof
reduced: Provided, That the governing authorities of incorporated
cities and towns shall not prohibit the use of any city street des-
ignated by the state highway commission as forming a part of the
route of any primary state highway through any such incorporated
city or town by vehicles or any class of vehicles or impose any re-
strictions or reductions in permissible weights unless such restric-
tion, limitation, or prohibition, or reduction in permissible weights
be first approved in writing by the highway commission.

The local authorities imposing any such restrictions or limita-
tions, or prohibiting any use or reducing the permissible weights
shall do so by proper ordinance or resolution and shall erect or cause
to be erected and maintained signs designating the provisions of the
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ordinance or resolution in each end of the portion of any public
highway affected thereby, and no such ordinance or resolution shall
be effective unless and until such signs are erected and maintained.

The highway commission shall likewise have authority as herein-
above granted to local authorities to determine by resolution and to
impose restrictions upon any basis as to the weight of vehicles or
class of vehicles operated upon any primary state highway and such
restrictions and limitations shall be effective when signs giving
notice thereof are erected upon the primary state highway or at the
limits of the portion thereof affected by such resolution.

46.44.090 Special permits for oversize or overweight movements.
The state highway commission with respect to primary and second-
ary state highways and local authorities with respect to public
highways under their jurisdiction may, upon application in writing
and good cause being shown therefor, issue a special permit in
writing authorizing the applicant to operate or move a vehicle or
combination of vehicles of a size, weight of vehicle or load exceeding
the maximum specified in this chapter or otherwise not in con-
formity with the provisions of this chapter upon any public highway
under the jurisdiction of the authority granting such permit and
for the maintenance of which such authority is responsible.

No overweight permit shall be issued to any vehicle or combina-
tion of vehicles unless such vehicle or combination of vehicles is
licensed for the maximum gross weight allowed by law.

46.44.091 ———Gross weight limit. No special permit shall
be issued for movement on any primary or secondary state high-
way or route of state primary or secondary highway within the
limits of any city or town where the gross weight, including load,
exceeds twenty-two thousand pounds on a single axle or forty-three
thousand pounds on any group of axles having a wheelbase between
the first and last axle thereof less than ten feet: Provided, That a
special permit shall not be issued to any vehicle or a combination
of vehicles having more than six axles: Provided further, That any
vehicle or combination of vehicles having more than six axles shall
not be issued an overweight permit in excess of the maximum
allowed for a vehicle or combination of vehicles having six axles:
Provided further, That the weight limitations pertaining to single
axles may be exceeded to permit the movement of equipment
operating upon single pneumatic tires having a rim width of
twenty inches or more and a rim diameter of twenty-four inches
or more or dual pneumatic tires having a rim width of sixteen
inches or more and a rim diameter of twenty-four inches or more:
Provided further, That permits may be issued for weights in excess
of the preceding limitations on highways or sections of highways
which have been designed and constructed for weights in excess
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of such limitations; or these limitations may be rescinded when
certification is made by military officials or by officials of public
or private power facilities, when in the opinion of the highway
commission such movement or action is a necessary movement
or action: Provided further, That the structures and highway sur-
faces on the routes involved are determined to be capable of sus-
taining weights in excess of such limitations. Application shall be
made in writing on special forms provided by the highway com-
mission and shall be submitted at least thirty-six hours in advance
of the proposed movement.

46.44.092 ——— Overall width limit—Exceptions to limits—
Application for permit. No special permit shall be issued for move-
ment on any two lane state highway outside the limits of any
city or town where the overall width of load exceeds fourteen
feet, or on any multiple lane state highway where the overall
width of load exceeds thirty-two feet; except that on multiple
lane state highways where a physical barrier serving as a median
divider separates the oncoming and opposing traffic lanes, no
special permit shall be issued for widths in excess of twenty feet:
Provided, That (1) these width limitations may be exceeded on
state highways where the latest available traffic figures show
that the highway or section of highway carries less than one hun-
dred vehicles per day; (2) permits may be issued for widths of
vehicles in excess of the preceding limitations on highways or
sections of highways which have been designed and constructed
for widths in excess of such limitations; (3) these limitations may
be rescinded when certification is made by military officials or
by officials of public or private power facilities, when in the opinion
of the highway commission, the movement or action is a necessary
emergency movement or action: Provided further, That the struc-
tures and highway surfaces on the routes involved are determined
to be capable of sustaining widths in excess of such limitations;
(4) these limitations shall not apply to farmers moving farm ma-
chinery between farms during daylight hours if the movement does
not pass along and upon any primary or secondary state highway
for a distance greater than thirty-five miles, if properly patrolled
and flagged.

The applicant for any special permit shall specifically describe
the vehicle or vehicles and load to be operated or moved and the
particular state highways for which permit to operate is requested
and whether such permit is requested for a single trip or for con-
tinuous operation.

46.44.093 ——— Discretion of issuer—Conditions. The high-
way commission or local authority is authorized to issue or with-
hold such special permit at his or its discretion; or, if such permit
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is issued, to limit the number of trips, or to establish seasonal or
other time limitations within which the vehicle described may be
operated on the public highways indicated, or otherwise to limit
or prescribe conditions of operation of such vehicle or vehicles
when necessary to assure against undue damage to the road founda-
tion, surfaces or structures or safety of traffic and may require
such undertaking or other security as may be deemed necessary
to compensate for injury to any roadway or road structure.

46.44.094 ———Fees. The following fees, in addition to the
regular license and tonnage fees, shall be paid for all movements
under special permit made upon state primary or secondary high-
ways. All funds collected shall be forwarded to the state treasury
and shall be deposited in the motor vehicle fund:

All overlegal loads, except overweight, single trip.......... $3.00
Continuous operation of overlegal loads having either over-

width or over-height features only for a period not to

exceed thirty days ............... o il $20.00
Continuous operation of overlegal loads having over-length

only for a period not to exceed thirty days.............. $10.00
Operation of combination of vehicles composed of more than

two vehicles single trip....... ... ... . ool $3.00

Overweight Fee Schedule
Fee per mile on

Weight over that allowed by statute state highways
1- 5999 pounds ................ i $0.10
6,000-11,999 pounds ........... I $0.20
12,000-17,999 pounds ....... ..t $0.30
18,000-23,999 POUNAS -+« - v veeeeeeee e, $0.50
24,000-29,999 pounds ......... ... $0.70
30,000-35,999 pounds ........... . ... $0.90
36,000 pounds OF MOTe - ..........ovvvrnenrrnnnnnnnnn $1.10

Provided: (1) the minimum fee for any overweight permit shall
be $5.00, (2) when computing overweight fees which result in
an amount less than even dollars the fee shall be carried to the
next full dollar if fifty cents or over and shall be reduced to the
next full dollar if forty-nine cents or under.

This section shall become effective July 1, 1959.

46.44.095 ———Additional gross load —Fee. When {fully
licensed to the maximum gross weight permitted under RCW 46.44-
.040, a three-axle truck operated as a solo unit and not in com-
bination shall be eligible to carry gross weight in excess of that
permitted for such a vehicle in RCW 46.44.040 upon the payment
to the state highway commission of a fee of fifty dollars for each
two thousand pounds of excess weight: Provided, That the axle
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loads of such vehicles shall not exceed the limits specified in RCW
46.44.040 and the tire limits specified in RCW 46.44.042 or the
wheelbase requirements specified in RCW 46.44.044.

When fully licensed to the maximum gross weight permitted
under RCW 46.44.040 and when operated in combination with
another vehicle, a three or more axle truck-tractor, a three or
more axle truck and a three or more axle dromedary truck-tractor
may be eligible under a special permit to be issued by the high-
way commission to carry aditional gross loads beyond the limit
specified for such vehicles in RCW 46.44.040 upon the payment of
a fee of fifty dollars per two thousand pounds in excess weight
but not to exceed one hundred dollars for the total excess weight:
Provided, That the axle loads of such vehicles shall not exceed
the limits specified in RCW 46.44.040 and the tire limits specified
in RCW 46.44.042: And provided further, That the gross weight of
a three or more axle truck operated in combination with a two
or three-axle trailer shall not exceed seventy-six thousand pounds,
and the gross weight for a three or more axle truck-tractor op-
erated in combination with a semitrailer shall not exceed seventy-
three thousand two hundred eighty pounds.

The special permits provided for in this section shall be issued
under such rules and regulations and upon such terms and con-
ditions as may be prescribed by the state highway commission.
Such special permits shall entitle the permittee to carry such
additional load in such an amount and upon such highways or sec-
tions of highways as may be determined by the state highway
commission to be capable of withstanding such increased gross
load without undue injury to the highway.

The fee for such additional gross weight shall be payable for
a twelve month period beginning and ending on April 1st of each
calendar year. The additional gross weight provided for herein
can be purchased at any time and if purchased on or after July
1st of any year, the fee shall be seventy-five percent of the full
annual fee and if purchased on or after October 1st the fee shall
be fifty percent of the full annual fee and if purchased on or after
December 1st the fee shall be twenty-five percent of the full
annual fee.

The fees levied in RCW 46.44.094 and this section shall not
apply to any vehicles owned and operated by the state of Wash-
ington any county within the state or any city or town within the
state, or by the federal government.

In the case of fleets prorating license fees under the provisions
of chapter 46.84 the fees provided for in RCW 46.44.037 and 46.44-
.095 shall be computed by the state highway commission by apply-
ing the proportion of the Washington mileage of the fleet in ques-
tion to the total mileage of the fleet as reported pursuant to chapter
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46.48 to the fees that would be required to purchase the additional
weight allowance for all eligible vehicles or combinations of
vehicles for which the extra weight allowance is requested.

The state highway commission shall prorate the fees provided
in RCW 46.44.037 and 46.44.095 only if the name of the operator
or owner is submitted on official listings of authorized fleet op-
erators furnished by the department of licenses. Listings furnished
shall also include the percentage of mileage operated in Washing-
ton, which shall be the same percentage as determined by the
department of licenses for purposes of prorating license fees.

Note: See also section 15, chapter 7, Laws of 1961 extraordinary session.

46.44.096 ——Determining fee—To whom paid. In deter-
mining fees according to RCW 46.44.094, mileage on state primary
and secondary highways shall be determined from the planning
survey records of the department of highways and the gross weight
of the vehicle or vehicles, including load, shall be declared by the
applicant. Overweight on which fees shall be paid will be gross
loadings in excess of loadings authorized by law or axle loadings
in excess of loadings authorized by law, whichever is the greater.
Loads which are overweight and oversize shall be charged the fee
for the overweight permit without additional fees being assessed
for the oversize features.

Fees established in RCW 46.44.094 and 46.44.095 shall be paid
to the poltitical body issuing the permit if the entire movement
is to be confined to roads, streets or highways for which that po-
litical body is responsible; when a movement involves a combina-
tion of state highways, county roads and/or city streets the fee
shall be paid to the state highway commission. When a movement
is confined within the city limits of a city or town upon city streets,
including routes of state highways on city streets, all fees shall be
paid to the city or town involved. A permit will not be required
from city or town authorities for a move involving a combination
of city or town streets and state highways when the move through
a city or town is being confined to the route of the state highway.
When a move involves a combination of county roads and city
streets the fee shall be paid to the county authorities, but the fee
shall not be collected nor the county permit issued until valid
permits are presented showing the city or town authorities approve
of the move in question. When the movement involves only county
roads the fees collected shall be paid to the county involved.

46.44.097 ———Misrepresentations and violations—Penalty—
Display of permit—Hearing. Any person who misrepresents the
size or weight of any load in obtaining a special permit or does
not follow the requirements and conditions of the special permit
is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof shall be
fined not less than fifty dollars or more than one hundred dollars.
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Any person who operates any vehicle, the gross weight of which
is in excess of the maximum for which such vehicle may be eligible
for license, or in excess of legal size limitations, without first obtain-
ing a special permit is guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction
thereof shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars.

Every special permit issued hereunder shall be carried in the
vehicle or combination of vehicles to which it refers and shall be
open to inspection by any peace officer or authorized agent of any
authority granting such permit.

Any state highway patrol officer who shall find any person oper-
ating a vehicle in violation of the conditions of a special permit
issued under RCW 46.44.095 may confiscate such permit and forward
the same to the state highway commission which may return it to
the permittee or revoke, cancel or suspend it without refund. The
state highway commission shall keep a record of all action taken
upon permits so confiscated and if a permit shall be returned to the
permittee the action taken by the commission shall be endorsed
thereon. Any permittee whose permit is suspended or revoked may
upon request receive a hearing before the commission or person
designated by the commission. The commission after such hearing
may reinstate any permit or revise is previous action.

46.44.100 Enforcement—Weighing and lightening. Any peace
officer is authorized to require the operator of any vehicle or com-
bination of vehicles to stop and submit to a weighing of the same
either by means of a portable or stationary scale and may require
that such vehicle be driven to the nearest public scale.

Whenever a peace officer, upon weighing a vehicle and load, as
above provided, determines that the weight is unlawful, such officer
may, in addition to any other penalty provided, require the driver
to stop the vehicle in a suitable place and remain standing until
such portion of the load is removed as may be necessary to reduce the
gross weight of such vehicle to such limit as permitted. under this
chapter. All materials unloaded shall be cared for by the owner or
operator of such vehicle at the risk of such owner or operator.

It shall be unlawful for any operator of a vehicle to fail or
refuse to stop and submit the vehicle and load to a weighing, or to
fail or refuse, when directed by an officer upon a weighing of the
vehicle to stop the vehicle and otherwise comply with the provisions
of this section.

46.44.110 Liability for damage to highways, bridges, etc. Any
person operating any vehicle or moving any object or conveyance
upon any public highway in this state or upon any bridge or elevated
structure which is a part of any such public highway shall be liable
for all damages which said public highway, bridge or elevated struc-
ture may sustain as a result of any illegal operation of such vehicle
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or the moving of any such object or conveyance or as a result of the
operation or moving of any vehicle, object or conveyance weighing
in excess of the legal weight limits allowed by law. This section shall
apply to any person operating any vehicle or moving any object or
contrivance in any illegal or negligent manner or without a special
permit as by law provided for vehicles, objects or contrivances of
overweight, overwidth, overheight or overlength. Any person oper-
ating any vehicle shall be liable for any damage to any public high-
way, bridge or elevated structure sustained as the result of any
negligent operation thereof. When such operator is not the owner
of such vehicle, object or contrivance but is so operating or moving
the same with the express or implied permission of the owner
thereof, then said owner and the operator shall be jointly and
severally liable for any such damage. Such damage to any state
highway or structure may be recovered in a civil action instituted
in the name of the state of Washington by the state highway com-
mission. Any measure of damage to any public highway determined
by the state highway commission by reason of this section shall be
prima facie the amount of damage caused thereby and shall be pre-
sumed to be the amount recoverable in any civil action therefor.

Chapter 46.47

BICYCLES—OPERATION AND EQUIPMENT

46.47.010 Scope of chapter —“Bicycle” defined. Wherever
used in this chapter, the term ‘“bicycle” shall mean every device
propelled by human power, upon which any person may ride, hav-
ing two tandem wheels either of which is over twenty inches in
diameter. These regulations applicable to bicycles shall apply
whenever a bicycle is operated upon any highway or upon any
path set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles, subject to those
exceptions stated herein.

46.47.020 Road rights and duties—In General. Every person rid-
ing a bicycle upon a roadway shall be granted all of the rights
and shall be subject to all of the duties applicable to a driver of
a motor vehicle, except as to the special regulations of this chapter.

46.47.030 Must ride on seat. A person propelling a bicycle shall
not ride other than upon or astride a permanent and regular seat
attached thereto.

46.47.040 Number of passengers. No bicycle shall be used to
carry more persons at any one time than the number for which it
is designed and equipped.

46.47.050 “Hitching on” prohibited—Bikes and other recre-
ational equipment. No person riding upon any bicycle, coaster,
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roller skates, sled or toy vehicle shall attach the same or himself
to any vehicle upon the public highways of this state.

46.47.060 Bicycle rules of the road. Every person operating a
bicycle upon a public highway of this state shall ride as near to
the right side of the roadway as practicable, exercise due care
when passing standing vehicles or one proceeding in the same di-
rection. Persons riding bicycles upon a public highway in this
state shall not ride more than two abreast except on paths or
parts of roadways set aside for the exclusive use of bicycles. When-
ever a usable path for bicycles has been provided adjacent to a
public highway, bicycle riders shall use such path and shall not
use the roadway.

46.47.070 Keep one hand on handle bars. No person operating
a bicycle shall carry any package, bundle or article which pre-
vents the driver from keeping at least one hand upon the handle
bars.

46.47.080 Lights, reflector, bells, brakes. Every bicycle when
used during the hours of darkness shall be equipped with one lamp
on the front exhibiting a white light visible from a distance of at
least five hundred feet to the front, and with a lamp on the rear
exhibiting a red light visible from a distance of five hundred feet
to the rear, excepting that a red reflector meeting the requirements
of chapter 46.37 may be used in lieu of a rear light. No person shall
operate a bicycle unless it is equipped with a bell or other device
capable of giving a signal audible for a distance of one hundred
feet, except that a bicycle shall not be equipped with, nor shall
any person use upon a bicycle, any siren or whistle. Every bicycle
shall be equipped with a brake which will enable the operator
to make the braked wheels skid on dry, level, clean pavement,

46.47.090 Violations—Penalties—Duties, liabilities of parents,
guardians—Negligence. It shall be a misdemeanor for any person
to do any act forbidden or fail to perform any act required in
this chapter. The parent of any child and the guardian of any
ward shall not authorize or knowingly permit any such child or
ward to violate any of the provisions of this chapter: Provided,
That no violation of this chapter by any child under the age of
sixteen years, or by a parent or guardian of such child shall con-
stitute negligence per se in any civil action brought or defended
by or in behalf of such child.
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Chapter 46.48

SAFETY
SPEED

46.48.010 General criterion stated. Every person operating or
driving a vehicle of any character upon the public highways of
this state shall operate the same in a careful and prudent manner
and at a rate of speed no greater than is reasonable and proper
under the conditions existing at the point of operation, taking into
account the amount and character of the traffic, weight of vehicle,
grade and width of highway, condition of surface and freedom
of obstruction to view ahead and consistent with any and all con-
ditions existing at the point of operation so as not to unduly or un-
reasonably endanger the life, limb, property or other rights of
any person entitled to the use of such public highways.

46.48.020 Speed limits. In cities and towns. Subject to RCW
46.48.010, and except in those instances where a lower maximum
lawful speed is provided by this chapter or otherwise, it shall be
unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to operate the same at
a speed in excess of the following:

(1) Twenty-five miles per hour within the limits of incorporated
cities and towns;

(2) Twenty-five miles per hour in traversing any intersection
of public highways within incorporated cities and towns except
whenever local authorities within their respective jurisdictions
determine upon the basis of an engineering and traffic investigation
that such speed as permitted under this chapter at any intersection
is greater than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to
exist at such intersection, such local authority subject to the ap-
proval of the state highway commission in cases where the alter-
ation of speed limits on state highways or extensions thereof in a
municipality are involved, shall determine and declare a reasonable
and safe speed limit thereat, which shall be effective at all times
or during hours of daylight or darkness or at such other times
as may be determined: Provided, That appropriate signs giving
notice thereof are erected at such intersection or upon the ap-
proaches thereto; and

(3) Twenty-five miles per hour in traveling upon an arterial
highway in any incorporated city or town and traversing an in-
tersection with another public highway not an arterial highway,
and the operator of another vehicle about to enter the intersec-
tion of such arterial highway thereat, shall have brought his vehicle
to a complete stop as required by law before entering such arterial
highway.
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46.48.021 ————Outside cities and towns—Intersections. Sub-
ject to RCW 46.48.010, and except in those instances where a lower
maximum lawful speed is provided by this chapter or otherwise, it
shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to operate the
same at a speed in excess of the following:

(1) Thirty-five miles per hour in traversing any intersection of
public highways outside of incorporated cities and towns where the
operator’s view is obstructed to the extent that at any time during
the last one hundred feet of his approach to an intersection he does
not have a clear and uninterrupted view of such intersection, and
of all public highways entering such intersection for a distance of
one hundred feet along the center line of each thereof: Provided,
That it shall be the duty of local authorities to sign post such inter-
sections: Provided further, That this provision shall not apply to
operators upon arterial highways outside of incorporated cities and
towns;

(2) Thirty-five miles per hour in traveling upon an arterial
highway outside of incorporated cities and towns and traversing an
intersection with another public highway not an arterial highway
and the operator of another vehicle about to enter such arterial
highway thereat shall have brought his vehicle to a complete stop,
as required by law, before entering such arterial highway.

Note: See also section 1, chapter 120, Laws of 1961.

46.48.022 ————Outside cities and towns. The Washington
state highway commission, in case of state highways, and the county
commissioners, in case of county roads, shall establish maximum
speeds outside any incorporated city or town: Provided, That no
maximum speed established shall be less than twenty-five miles per
hour: Provided further, That all such speed zones shall be properly
sign posted at the extremities thereof.

46.48.023 ———School or playground crosswalks. Subject to
RCW 46.48.010, and except in those instances where a lower maxi-
mum lawful speed is provided by this chapter or otherwise, it shall
be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to operate the same at
a speed in excess of the following:

(1) Twenty miles per hour when operating any vehicle upon a
public highway inside incorporated cities and towns when passing
any marked public school or playground crosswalk when such
marked crosswalk is fully posted with standard portable school or
speed control signs. The speed zone at the crosswalk shall extend
three hundred feet in either direction from the marked crosswalk;

(2) Twenty miles per hour when operating any vehicle upon a
public highway outside incorporated cities and towns when passing
any marked public school or playground crosswalk when such
marked crosswalk is fully posted with standard portable school or
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speed control signs. The speed zone at the crosswalk shall extend
three hundred feet in either direction from the marked crosswalk.

46.48.024 ———Sixty miles per hour—Heavy trucks and com-
binations excepted. Sixty miles per hour, subject to RCW 46.48.010,
shall be the maximum motor vehicle speed under all circumstances
where no lesser speed is required by this chapter: Provided, That
the Washington state highway commission may establish a lower
speed on state highways, where in its opinion, the findings of a traf-
fic engineering investigation warrant such speed: Provided, That
the maximum speed limit for (a), combination of vehicles, and (b),
trucks over ten thousand pounds, shall not exceed fifty miles per
hour: Provided further, That in carrying out the provisions of this
section, the commission shall consult the chief of the Washington
state patrol. The zones of such speeds shall be indicated by standard
speed control signs.

46.48.025 ———Due care required. Compliance with speed re-
quirements of this chapter under the circumstances hereinabove set
forth shall not relieve the operator of any vehicle from the further
exercise of due care and caution as further circumstances shall re-
quire.

46.48.026 ———Exceeding speed limit evidence of reckless
driving. The unlawful operation of a vehicle in excess of the maxi-
mum lawful speeds provided in this chapter at the point of opera-
tion and under the circumstances described shall be prima facie
evidence of the operation of a motor vehicle in a reckless manner
by the operator thereof.

46.48.027 ————Violation charges—Speed to be specified. All
charges for the violation of any of the provisions of this chapter,
every notice to appear, and every complaint charging the violation
of this chapter shall specify approximately the speed at which the
defendant is alleged to have operated such vehicle, the maximum
lawful speed at the point of operation, and the reasonable and proper
rate of speed applicable under the conditions existing at the point
of operation.

46.48.030 Maximum speed on state highways may be lowered
by highway commission—Posting speed limit. The state highway
commission may regulate the speed of vehicles on any part of any
state highway where the imposing of a lower maximum speed to be
allowed is determined advisable on account of sharp curvature, ex-
cessive traffic, or other permanent cause. The commission may
regulate the speed of vehicles on any part of any state highway
where the imposing of a lower maximum speed to be allowed is
determined advisable on account of highway or road construction or
repairs, condition of said highway or road, excessive traffic or other
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temporary cause. The commission shall cause to be posted at either
end of any portion of any state highway where the speed is
regulated, signs of sufficient size to be easily read, setting forth
the maximum speed allowed and stating by whose order said
regulation is made and thereafter it shall be unlawful for any
person to violate any such order, rule or regulation.

46.48.040 Local speed regulations. No governing body or au-
thority of any city or town or other political subdivision shall have
the power to pass or enforce any ordinance, rule, or regulation
requiring a different rate of speed than that specified under the
provisions of the law of this state at which vehicles may be operated
along or over the public highways of such city or town or political
subdivision or otherwise to regulate the use of public highways
thereof contrary to or inconsistent with the laws of this state; and
all such ordinances, rules, and regulations now in force are void and
of no effect: Provided, That on any portion of a city or town street
where, on account of sharp curvature, highway construction or
repairs, excessive traffic, any dangerous condition, or other tempo-
rary or permanent cause, it is deemed inadvisable for vehicles to
operate at the maximum speed allowed by the law of this state the
governing body or authority of the city or town or other political
subdivision may fix a lower maximum speed or otherwise regulate
speed by order, rule, or regulation properly adopted: Provided fur-
ther, That the governing body or authority of a city or town or
other political subdivision may increase the maximum speed al-
lowed upon its streets.

In no case where the maximum speed is reduced below that per-
mitted by the laws of this state shall it be reduced to less than ten
miles per hour, and in no case where the speed is increased above
the maximum speed allowed by the laws of this state shall it be
increased above thirty-five miles per hour: Provided, That a maxi-
mum speed above thirty-five miles per hour may be established
when the findings of a traffic engineering investigation warrant such
increase in speed, but such increase shall never exceed sixty miles
per hour.

46.48.041 Speed limits—Limited access facilities—Local regula-
tion. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary or inconsistent here-
with, the Washington state highway commission shall have the
power and the duty to fix and regulate the speed of vehicles within
the maximum speed limit allowed by law for state highways, desig-
nated as limited access facilities, regardless of whether a portion of
said highway is within the corporate limits of a city or town. No
governing body or authority of such city or town or other political
subdivision may have the power to pass or enforce any ordinance,
rule or regulation requiring a different rate of speed and all such
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ordinances, rules and regulations contrary to or inconsistent there-
with now in force are void and of no effect: Provided, That a maxi-
mum speed above thirty-five miles per hour may be established in
cities or towns only when the findings of a traffic engineering inves-
tigation by the state highway department warrants such increase
in speed.

46.48.044 Local speed regulations—Posting speed limit. At the
time of providing for any such decreased or increased maximum
speed, the governing body or authority of any such city or town or
political subdivision shall cause to be posted at either end of such
portion of the public highway and at such other points as is deemed
advisable, signs of such size as to be easily read, setting forth the
maximum speed allowed upon the highway and thereafter it shall
be unlawful for any person to violate any such order, rule, or regu-
lation.

46.48.046 Local speed regulations—“Stop” signs for arterial
highways. The governing body or authority of any such city or
town or political subdivision shall place and maintain upon each
and every public highway intersecting a public highway where an
increased speed is permitted, as provided in this chapter, appro-
priate stop signs, sufficient to be read at any time by any person upon
approaching and entering the highway upon which such increased
speed is permitted and such city street or such portion thereof as is
subject to the increased speed shall be an arterial highway.

46.48.050 Racing of vehicles on highways, reckless driving. No
person or persons shall race any motor vehicle or motor vehicles
upon any public highway of this state. Any person or persons guilty
of comparing or contesting relative speeds by simultaneous opera-
tions shall be guilty of reckless driving whether or not such speed
is in excess of the maximum speed prescribed by law.

46.48.060 Advertising of unlawful speed attained, reckless driv-
ing. It shall be unlawful for any manufacturer, dealer, distributor
or any person, firm or corporation to publish or advertise or offer
for publication or advertisement, or to consent or cause to be pub-
lished or advertised, the time consumed or speed attained by a
vehicle between given points or over given or designated distances
upon any public highways of this state when such published or
advertised time consumed or speed attained shall indicate an aver-
age rate of speed between given points or over a given or designated
distance in excess of the maximum rate of speed allowed between
such points or at a rate of speed which would constitute reckless
driving between such points. Conviction for a violation of any of
the provisions of this section shall be prima facie evidence of reck-
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less driving and shall subject such person, firm, or corporation to
the penalties in such cases provided.

46.48.070 Impeding traffic by slow speed prohibited. It shall be
unlawful for any person to operate a motor vehicle at such a slow
speed as to impede or block the normal and reasonable movement
of traffic at the point of operation thereof, except when a reduced
speed is necessary for safe operation or in compliance with any law,
rule or regulation. Peace officers are hereby authorized to enforce
this section by directions to vehicle operators, and it shall be un-
lawful for any person to operate in wilful disobedience to the pro-
visions of this section or refuse to comply with the directions of any
peace officer relating thereto. Where any slow moving vehicle tends
to congest traffic any peace officer may cause such vehicle to be re-
moved from roadway and permit the congested traffic to be relieved.

46.48.080 Maximum weight, size or speed in traversing bridges,
elevated structures, tunnels, underpasses—Posting limits. It shall
be unlawful for any person to operate a vehicle or any combination
of vehicles over any bridge or other elevated structure or through
any tunnel or underpass constituting a part of any public highway
at a rate of speed or with a gross weight or of a size which is greater
at any time than the maximum speed or maximum weight or size
which can be maintained or carried with safety over any such
bridge or structure or through any such tunnel or underpass when
such bridge, structure, tunnel or underpass is sign posted as herein-
after provided. The state highway commission, if it be a bridge,
structure, tunnel or underpass upon a state highway, or the govern-
ing body or authorities of any county, city or town, if it be upon
roads or streets under their jurisdiction, may restrict the speed
which may be maintained or the gross weight or size which may
be operated upon or over any such bridge or elevated structure or
through any such tunnel or underpass with safety thereto. The
state highway commission or the governing body or authorities of
any county, city or town having jurisdiction shall determine and
declare the maximum speed or maximum gross weight or size which
such bridge, elevated structure, tunnel or underpass can withstand
or accommodate and shall cause suitable signs stating such maxi-
mum speed or maximum gross weight, or size, or either, to be
erected and maintained on the right hand side of such highway,
road or street and at a distance of not less than one hundred feet
from each end of such bridge, structure, tunnel or underpass and
on the approach thereto: Provided, That in the event that any such
bridge, elevated structure, tunnel or underpass is upon a city street
designated by the state highway commission as forming a part of the
route of any state highway through any such incorporated city or
town the determination of any maximum speed or maximum gross
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weight or size which such bridge, elevated structure, tunnel or un-
derpass can withstand or accommodate shall not be enforceable at
any speed, weight or size less than the maximum allowed by law,
unless with the approval in writing of the state highway commis-
sion. Upon the trial of any person charged with a violation of this
section, proof of either violation of maximum speed or maximum
weight, or size, or either, and the distance and location of such signs
as are required, shall constitute conclusive evidence of the maxi-
mum speed or maximum weight, or size, or either, which can be
maintained or carried with safety over such bridge or elevated struc-
ture or through such tunnel or underpass.

46.48.090 Maximum speed. Heavy trucks. It shall be unlawful
to operate motor trucks having a gross weight including load, ex-
ceeding ten thousand pounds, equipped with pneumatic tires over
or along any public highway of this state at a greater rate of speed
than fifty miles per hour. This section shall not be construed to
increase the maximum speed allowed in any instances where a
lower speed has been prescribed by law or competent authority.

46.48.100 ————Combination of vehicles. It shall be unlawful
to operate any combination of vehicles upon the public highways of
this state at a rate of speed in excess of fifty miles per hour. This
section shall not be construed to increase the maximum speed al-
lowed in any instance where a lower speed has been prescribed by
law or competent authority.

46.48.110 ——Vehicles with solid or hollow cushion tires.
It shall be unlawful to operate any vehicle equipped or partly
equipped with solid rubber tires or hollow center cushion tires, or
to operate any combination of vehicles any part of which is equipped
or partly equipped with solid rubber tires or hollow center cushion
tires, so long as solid rubber tires or hollow center cushion tires
may be used under the provisions of this title, upon any public high-
way of this state at a greater rate of speed than ten miles per hour.

46.48.120 Speed traps outlawed—Measured courses. No evidence
as to the speed of any vehicle operated upon a public highway by
any person arrested for violation of any of the laws of this state
regarding speed or of any orders, rules or regulations of any city
or town or other political subdivision relating thereto shall be ad-
mitted in evidence in any court at a subsequent trial of such person
in case such evidence relates to or is based upon the maintenance
or use of a speed trap. A “speed trap,” within the meaning of this
section, is a particular section of or distance on any public highway,
the length of which has been or is measured off or otherwise desig-
nated or determined, and the limits of which are within the vision
of any officer or officers who calculate the speed of a vehicle passing
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through such speed trap by using the lapsed time during which such
vehicle travels between the entrance and exit of such speed trap:
Provided, That evidence shall be admissible against any person
arrested for violation of any of the laws of this state or of any
orders, rules or regulations of any city or town or other political
subdivision regarding speed if the same is determined by a particu-
lar section of or distance on a public highway, the length of which
has been accurately measured off or otherwise designated or de-
termined and the limits of which are controlled by a mechanical,
electrical or other device capable of measuring or recording the
speed of a vehicle passing within such limits within an error of not
to exceed five percent using the lapsed time during which such
vehicle travels between such limits: Provided further, That such
limits shall not be closer than one-fourth mile.

SCHOOL BUSES AND SCHOOL PATROLS

46.48.130 Stop signals and flasher signal lamps required. All
school buses shall be equipped with a “stop” signal upon a back-
ground not less than fourteen by eighteen inches displaying the
word “stop” in letters of distinctly contrasting colors not less than
eight inches high. All school buses which are put into service after
June 6, 1945 shall also be equipped with red lamps of a type ap-
proved by the state commission on equipment, which shall display
a flashing signal. Such sign and lamps shall be displayed as directed
by the chief of the Washington state patrol and shall display both
to the front and rear of such school bus, manually controlled by the
operator of the school bus, and shall be displayed only when such
school bus is receiving or discharging school passengers and shall
be released only when such school passengers are received or dis-
charged and have not further need of protection in crossing the
public highway or otherwise.

Note: See also section 1, chapter 203, Laws of 1961.

46.48.140 Vehicles must stop on approaching stopped school bus.
It shall be unlawful for any person operating a motor vehicle in
either direction upon a two lane public highway to fail to bring
such vehicle to a complete stop at least twenty feet away and on
the approach to any school bus on the roadway or off the roadway
displaying such stop signal and remain standing until the same is
released.

It shall be unlawful for any person operating a motor vehicle
in the same direction as a school bus upon a multiple lane public
highway to fail to bring such vehicle to a complete stop at least
twenty feet away and on the approach to any school bus on the
roadway or off the roadway displaying such stop signal and remain
standing until the same is released: Provided, That compliance with
the above stopping provisions of this section shall not relieve any
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motor vehicle operator of the further duty to exercise reasonable
care in approaching or passing any such school bus.

46.48.150 Regulations as to design, marking and mode of operat-
ing school buses. The state superintendent of public instruction, by
and with the advice of the state highway commission and the chief
of the Washington state patrol, shall adopt and enforce regulations
not inconsistent with the law of this state to govern the design,
marking and mode of operation of all school buses owned and
operated by any school district or privately owned and operated
under contract or otherwise with any school district in this state
for the transportation of school children and such regulation shall
by reference be made a part of any such contract or other agree-
ment with the school district. Every school district, its officers and
employees, and every person employed under contract or otherwise
by a school district shall be subject to such regulations. It shall be
unlawful for any officer or employee of any school district or for
any person operating any school bus under contract with any school
district to violate any of the provisions of such regulations.

46.48.160 School patrol—Appointment—Authority—Finance—
Insurance. The superintendent of public instruction, through the
superintendent of schools of any city or town or school district, or
other officer or board performing like functions with respect to the
schools of any other educational administrative district, may cause
to be appointed from the student body of any public or private
school or institution of learning students who shall be known as
members of the “school patrol” and who shall serve without com-
pensation and at the pleasure of the authority making the appoint-
ment.

The members of such school patrol shall wear a badge or other
appropriate insignia marked “school patrol” when in performance of
their duties, and they may display “stop” or other proper traffic
directional signs or signals at school crossings or other points where
school children are crossing or about to cross a public highway, but
members of the school patrol shall be subordinate to and obey the
orders of any peace officer present and having jurisdiction.

Any school district having a school patrol may purchase uni-
forms and other appropriate insignia, traffic signs and other appro-
priate materials, all to be used by members of such school patrol
while in performance of their duties, and may pay for the same out
of the general fund of the district.

It shall be unlawful for the operator of any vehicle to fail to stop
his vehicle when directed to do so by a school patrol sign or signal
displayed by a member of the school patrol engaged in the perform-
ance of his duty and wearing or displaying appropriate insignia,
and it shall further be unlawful for the operator of a vehicle to
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disregard any other reasonable directions of a member of the school
patrol when acting in performance of his duties as such.

School districts may expend funds from the general fund of the
district to pay premiums for life and accident policies covering the
members of the school patrol in their district while engaged in the
performance of their school patrol duties.

EXPLOSIVES AND FLAMMABLES

46.48.170 State patrol jurisdiction over safety in transport of
dangerous articles—Rules and regulations. The Washington state
patrol acting by and through the chief of the Washington state pa-
trol, together with the committee created by RCW 46.48.190 shall
have jurisdiction over the safety in the transportation of explosives,
flammable materials, corrosives, compressed gases, poisons, oxidiz-
ing materials and other dangerous articles upon the public highways
of this state and shall have power to make rules and regulations
pertaining thereto, sufficient to protect persons and property from
unreasonable risk of harm or damage. No such rules or regulations
shall be inconsistent with the rules and regulations of the interstate
commerce commission issued under authority of the “Transportation
of Explosives act” (62 Stat. 738, 18 U.S.C.A., pp. 831-835). The chief
of the Washington state patrol shall appoint the necessary qualified
personnel to carry out the provisions of RCW 46.48.170 through
46.48.190.

46.48.175 ————Vielation of rules, misdemeanor. Each viola-
tion of any rules and/or regulations made pursuant to RCW 46.48.170
shall be a misdemeanor.

46.48.180 ——Study directed to insure uniformity of regula-
tions. It shall be the duty of the Washington state patrol to make
a study of the interstate commerce commission regulations pertain-
ing to the transportation of the materials described in RCW 46.48-
170, and the laws of this state pertaining to the same subject in
order that the chief of the Washington state patrol may make neces-
sary and proper recommendations to the legislature and state de-
partments from time to time to bring about uniformity between the
laws and regulations of the federal government and this state in
regard to the transportation of such materials.

46.48.190 Advisery committee to be created. The chief of the
Washington state patrol shall appoint a committee to serve in a
purely technical advisory capacity to aid in the study and evaluation
of proposed regulations concerning safety in the transportation of
materials described in RCW 46.48.170. The technical advisory com-
mittee shall consist of five citizens of the state employed in the
following designated enterprises: One appointed each from the
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explosive industry, the petroleum industry, the chemical industry,
the trucking industry and a representative appointed by the Wash-
ington state association of fire chiefs.

PARKING

46.48.260 Parallel and angle parking—Standing or parking may
be prohibited or restricted. Except where angle parking is per-
mitted by local ordinance every vehicle stopped or parked upon a
roadway where there is an adjacent curb shall be so stopped or
parked with the right hand wheels of such vehicle parallel to and
within twelve inches of the right hand curb. Angle parking shall
not be permitted upon the city or town streets designated as form-
ing a part of the route of a primary state highway through any city
or town: Provided, That angle parking shall be permitted in cities
of the third and fourth class where solely provided by local ordi-
nance upon any city street designated as forming a part of the route
of a primary state highway through such city or town where such
street does not connect at either end with any four lane primary
highway and where such street has a minimum width between curbs
of seventy feet and there shall be provided between the main
traveled and hard-surfaced portion of such city or town street and
the curb, an angle parking area designated as such having a width
of not less than twenty feet.

The state highway commission with respect to all public high-
ways under its jurisdiction and any city or town streets designated
as forming a part of the route of a state highway through any city
or town may by order place signs prohibiting or restricting the stop-
ping, standing, or parking of vehicles on any such highway or street
where in its opinion the findings of a traffic engineering investiga-
tion indicate such stopping, standing or parking is dangerous to
those using the highway or where the stopping, standing, or parking
of vehicles would unduly interfere with the safe and free movement
of traffic thereon. Such signs shall be official signs and no person
shall stop, stand, or park any vehicle in violation of the restrictions
stated on such signs.

No person shall be granted the right, use or franchise for vehicle
parking of any portion of the surface area of any public highway
to the exclusion of any other like person.

46.48.270 Prohibited parking places. (1) No person shall stop,
stand, or park a vehicle, except when necessary to avoid conflict
with other traffic or in compliance with the directions of a peace
officer or traffic control device, in any of the following places:

(a) On a sidewalk or parking strip;

(b) In front of a public or private driveway or within five feet
of the end of the curb radius leading thereto;
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(¢) Within an intersection;

(d) Within fifteen feet of a fire hydrant;

(e) On a crosswalk;

(f) Within twenty feet of a crosswalk at an intersection;

(g) Within thirty feet upon the approach to any flashing beacon,
stop sign, or traffic control signal located at the side of a roadway;

(h) Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or within
twenty-five feet of points on the curb immediately opposite the ends
of a safety zone, unless a different distance is indicated by signs or
markings;

(i) Within thirty feet of the nearest rail of a railroad crossing;

(j) Within fifty feet of the driveway entrance to any fire or
police station or on the side of a street opposite the entrance to any
fire station within seventy-five feet of said entrance when properly
sign posted;

(k) Alongside or opposite any street excavation or obstruction
when such stopping, standing, or parking would obstruct traffic;

(1) On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or parked at the
edge or curb of a street;

(m) Upon any bridge or other elevated structure upon a high-
way or within a highway tunnel,

(n) At any place where official signs prohibit stopping;

(2) No person shall move a vehicle not owned by such person
into any such prohibited area or away from a curb such distance as
is unlawful. Parking or standing shall be permitted in the manner
provided by law at all other places except a time limit may be im-
posed or parking restricted at other places, but such limitations and
restrictions shall be by city or town ordinance only or resolution of
the county commissioners or of the state highway commission upon
public highways under their respective jurisdictions.

46.48.280 Stopping and securing car when standing. No person
operating or in charge of a motor vehicle shall permit it to stand
unattended without first stopping the engine, and when standing
upon a perceptible grade without effectively setting the brake
thereon and turning the front wheels to the curb or side of the
roadway.

46.48.290 Leaving vehicle on main traveled part of highway. It
shall be unlawful for any person to stop, park or leave standing any
vehicle, whether attended or unattended, upon the paved, improved
or main traveled portion of any public highway outside incorporated
cities and towns when it is possible to stop, park, or so leave such
vehicle off such paved, improved or main traveled portion of such
public highway. In the event that it is not possible to leave such
vehicle standing off the paved, improved or main traveled portion
of such public highway at least one half of the width of such road-
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way shall be left clear and unobstructed for the free passage of
other vehicles and a clear view of such stopped vehicle shall be
available for a distance of three hundred feet in each direction upon
such public highway: Provided, That this section shall not apply to
the operator of any vehicle which is disabled upon the paved or
improved or main traveled portion of any public highway in such a
manner and to such an extent that it is impossible to avoid stopping
and temporarily leaving such vehicle in such position.

46.48.300 Removal of vehicles left on main traveled way. When-
ever any peace officer finds a vehicle standing upon the paved, im-
proved or main traveled portion of any public highway outside
incorporated cities and towns, such officer is hereby authorized to
remove such vehicle or to require the operator or other person in
charge of such vehicle to remove the same off the paved, improved
or main traveled portion of such public highway. Whenever any
peace officer finds any vehicle unattended in such a position that it
constitutes an obstruction to traffic or provides a danger to travel
upon any public highway, such officer is hereby authorized to pro-
vide for the removal of such vehicle to the nearest place of safety.
Any cost incurred in the removal thereof shall be paid by the
owner of the vehicle so removed and the same shall be a lien upon
such vehicle.

46.48.310 Removal of disabled vehicles—Impounding. When-
ever any vehicle shall become stalled, disabled or unable to move
under its own power on or in any public facility, such as streets,
roads or highways in the state, including tunnels, bridges or ap-
proaches thereto or sections thereof and such an occurrence has been
deemed by the authority having jurisdiction as being a menace or
obstruction to the safety of the general public, such authority shall
have the power and is hereby authorized to remove said disabled
vehicle forthwith by either private or governmental equipment and
such vehicle removed shall be impounded and held until towing
charges have been paid by the owner thereof.

46.48.320 ————Charges—Service contracts. The charge for
towing said vehicles shall be fixed by the governmental agency
having jurisdiction thereof and said agency may award said towing
service to any private person, firm, or corporation in close proximity
to the facility to be serviced or may maintain such service for such
facilities as may be indicated. The governmental agency acting
alone or in cooperation with any other governmental agency con-
cerned may contract with each other for the maintenance of such
service and payment of costs thereof.

46.48.330 ————Towing service—Posting. Whenever towing
service for any facility is maintained, the governmental agency hav-
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ing jurisdiction thereof shall cause said highway, road or street, or
tunnel, bridge or approaches thereto or sections thereof, to be posted
or designated by appropriate signs including charges fixed for such
towing service.

Chapter 46.52

ACCIDENTS AND REPORTS

46.52.010 Duty on striking unattended car or other property.
The operator of any vehicle which collided with any other vehicle
which is unattended shall immediately stop and shall then and there
either locate and notify the operator or owner of such vehicle of
the name and address of the operator and owner of the vehicle
striking the unattended vehicle or shall leave in a conspicuous place
in the vehicle struck a written notice, giving the name and address
of the operator and of the owner of the vehicle striking such other
vehicle.

The driver of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting only
in damage to property fixed or placed upon or adjacent to any public
highway shall take reasonable steps to locate and notify the owner
or person in charge of such property of such fact and of the name
and address of the operator and owner of the vehicle striking such
property, or shall leave in a conspicuous place upon the property
struck a written notice, giving the name and address of the operator
and of the owner of the vehicle so striking the property, and such
person shall further make report of such accident as in the case of
other accidents upon the public highways of this state.

46.52.020 Duty in case of injury to or death of person or damage
to attended vehicle. (1) An operator of any vehicle involved in an
accident resulting in the injury to or death of any person shall im-
mediately stop such vehicle at the scene of such accident or as close
thereto as possible but shall then forthwith return to, and in every
event remain at, the scene of such accident until he has fulfilled the
requirements of subdivision (3) of this section;

(2) The operator of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting
only in damage to a vehicle which is driven or attended by any
person shall immediately stop such vehicle at the scene of such
accident or as close thereto as possible and shall forthwith return to,
and in any event shall remain at, the scene of such accident until he
has fulfilled the requirements of subdivision (3) of this section;

(3) The operator of any vehicle involved in an accident resulting
in injury to or death of any person or damage to any vehicle which
is driven or attended by any person shall give his name, address and
vehicle license number and shall exhibit his vehicle operator’s li-
cense to any person struck or injured or the operator or any occu-
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pant of, or any person attending, any such vehicle collided with and
shall render to any person injured in such accident reasonable
assistance, including the carrying or the making of arrangements
for the carrying of such person to a physician or hospital for medical
treatment if it is apparent that such treatment is necessary or if
such carrying is requested by the injured person or on his behalf.
Under no circumstances shall the rendering of assistance or other
compliance with the provisions of this subsection be evidence of the
liability of any operator for such accident;

(4) Any person failing to stop or to comply with any of the
requirements of subdivision (3) of this section under said circum-
stances shall, upon conviction, be punished by imprisonment for not
less than thirty days nor more than one year or by a fine of not less
than one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars, or by
both such fine and imprisonment: Provided, That this provision shall
not apply to any person injured or incapacitated by such accident to
the extent of being physically incapable of complying herewith,;

(5) Upon notice of conviction of any person under the provisions
of this section, the vehicle operator’s license of the person so con-
victed shall be revoked by the director of licenses.

46.52.030 Accident reports. The operator of any vehicle involved
in an accident resulting in injury to or death of any person or total
or claimed damage to either or both vehicles or property to an
apparent extent of twenty-five dollars or more, shall, within twenty-
four hours after such accident, make a written report of such acci-
dent to the chief of police of the city or town if such accident oc-
curred within an incorporated city or town or the county sheriff or
state patrol if such accident occurred outside incorporated cities
and towns, such report to be in duplicate and the original immedi-
ately forwarded by the authority receiving such report to the chief
of the Washington state patrol at Olympia, Washington. The chief
of the Washington state patrol may require any operator of any
vehicle involved in an accident, of which report must be made as
provided in this section, to file supplemental reports whenever the
original report is insufficient in his opinion and may likewise require
witnesses of any such accident to render reports. For this purpose,
the chief of the Washington state patrol shall prepare and, upon
request, supply to any police department, coroner, sheriff and any
other suitable agency or individual, sample forms of accident re-
ports required hereunder, which reports shall be upon a form
devised by the chief of the Washington state patrol and shall call
for sufficiently detailed information to disclose all material facts
with reference to the accident to be reported thereon, including the
location, the cause, the conditions then existing, and the persons and
vehicles involved, personal injury or death, if any, and the amounts
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of property damage claimed. Every required accident report shall
be made on a form prescribed by the chief of the Washington state
patrol and each authority charged with the duty of receiving such
reports shall provide sufficient report forms in compliance with the
form devised.

46.52.040 ———Report when operator disabled. Whenever the
operator of the vehicle involved in any accident, concerning which
accident report is required, is physically incapable of making the
required accident report and there is another occupant other than a
passenger for hire therein, in the vehicle at the time of the accident
capable of making a report, such occupant shall make or cause to be
made such report. Upon recovery such operator shall make such
report in the manner required by law.

46.52.050 Coroner’s reports to sheriff and state patrol. Every
coroner or other official performing like functions shall on or before
the tenth day of each month, report in writing to the sheriff of the
county in which he holds office and to the chief of the Washington
state patrol the death of any person within his jurisdiction during
the preceding calendar month as a result of an accident involving
any vehicle, together with the circumstances of such accident.

46.52.060 Tabulation and analysis of reports—Availability for
use. It shall be the duty of the chief of the Washington state patrol
to file, tabulate and analyze all accident reports and to publish an-
nually, immediately following the close of each calendar year, and
monthly during the course of the calendar year, statistical informa-
tion based thereon showing the number of accidents, the location,
the frequency and circumstances thereof and other statistical in-
formation which may prove of assistance in determining the cause
of vehicular accidents.

Such accident reports and analysis or reports thereof shall be
available to the director of licenses, the highway commission, the
public service commission, or their duly authorized representatives,
for further tabulation and analysis for pertinent data relating to the
regulation of highway traffic, highway construction, vehicle oper-
ators and all other purposes, and to publish information so derived
as may be deemed of publication value.

46.52.070 Peace officer’s report. Any peace officer of the state
of Washington or of any county, city, town or other political sub-
division, present at the scene of any accident or in possession of
any facts concerning any accident whether by way of official in-
vestigation or otherwise shall make report thereof in the same
manner as required of the parties to such accident and as fully as
the facts in his possession concerning such accident will permit.
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46.52.080 Reports confidential. All required accident reports and
supplemental reports and copies thereof shall be without prejudice
to the individual so reporting and shall be for the confidential use
of the county prosecuting attorney and chief of police or county
sheriff, as the case may be, and the director of licenses and the chief
of the Washington state patrol, and other officer or commission as
authorized by law, except that any such officer may disclose the
identity of a person reported as involved in an accident when such
identity is not otherwise known or when such person denies his
presence at such accident. No such accident report or copy thereof
shall be used as evidence in any trial, civil or criminal, arising out
of an accident, except that any officer above named for receiving
accident reports shall furnish, upon demand of any person who has,
or who claims to have, made such a report, or, upon demand of any
court, a certificate showing that a specified accident report has or
has not been made to the chief of the Washington state patrol solely
to prove a compliance or a failure to comply with the requirement
that such a report be made in the manner required by law.

46.52.090 Reports by repairmen, storage men and appraisers—
Violations, penalties. Any person, firm, corporation or association
engaged in the business of repair to motor vehicles or any person,
firm, corporation or association which may at any time engage in
the repair of any motor vehicle or other vehicle owned by any other
person, firm, corporation, or association, shall be and is hereby re-
quired to maintain a complete record of any and all vehicles re-
paired, the nature of the repair to which indicates the damage or
injury could have been caused by collision with any person or
property. Such report shall be made out and kept posted currently
in duplicate, showing the name of the person for whom such repair
is done, the date of such repair, the motor number of the vehicle if
it be a motor vehicle, or the serial number of the vehicle if it be a
trailer or semitrailer, the license number of the vehicle, a brief state-
ment of the nature of such repair and the cost thereof. Such report
should be certified by the person or a duly authorized representative
of the firm, corporation or association performing such repairs, such
certification stating that the foregoing report is a true and accurate
report of all such repairs, performed during the period covered by
said report and in any wise indicating that the injury or damage
to such vehicle could have been caused by collision with any person
or property. Any person, firm, corporation or association failing to
submit such report shall be guilty of a gross misdemeanor and any
person certifying to any such report containing fraudulent or un-
true information or omitting any required information in any mate-
rial respect shall be guilty of forgery. Such report shall be sub-
mitted on Monday of each week for the preceding calendar week,
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to the local authority to whom accident reports are required to be
made. When such local authority shall have checked such reports
for their own informational purposes, such reports shall be for-
warded to the chief of the Washington state patrol, and such re-
ports shall be forwarded within a period of ten days from the date
of submission to such local authority. The person, firm, corporation
or association performing such repairs shall retain the duplicate
copy of such report in their permanent files and the same shall be
open to inspection during business hours by any peace officer or
any person authorized by the chief of the Washington state patrol.
Such report shall also be made by persons, firms or corporations pro-
viding storage or furnishing appraisals and shall contain the same
record as required above of any such vehicles brought in for ap-
praisal or storage. Forms for such records shall be prescribed by
the chief of the Washington state patrol and may be obtained from
the local authority to whom accident reports are made.

It shall be unlawful for any person to destroy or conceal any
evidence of damage to a vehicle indicating that such damage could
be the result of collision with any person or property without ade-
quate record thereof and any person so doing shall be guilty of a
gross misdemeanor.

46.52.100 Record of traffic charges—Reports of convictions by
courts—Venue in justice courts—Driving under influence of liguor
or drugs, penalty. Every justice of the peace, police judge and clerk
of superior court shall keep or cause to be kept a record of every
traffic complaint, traffic citation or other legal form of traffic charge
deposited with or presented to said justice of the peace, police judge,
superior court or a traffic violations bureau, and shall keep a record
of every official action by said court or its traffic violations bureau
in reference thereto, including but not limited to a record of every
conviction, forfeiture of bail, judgment of acquittal and the amount
of fine or forfeiture resulting from every said traffic complaint or
citation deposited with or presented to the justice of the peace, police
judge, superior court or traffic violations bureau.

The Monday following the conviction or forfeiture of bail of a
person upon a charge of violating any provisions of this chapter
or other law regulating the operating of vehicles on highways, every
said magistrate of the court or clerk of the court of record in which
such conviction was had or bail was forfeited shall prepare and
immediately forward to the director of licenses at Olympia an
abstract of the record of said court covering the case in which
said person was so convicted or forfeited bail, which abstract must
be certified by the person so required to prepare the same to be
true and correct. Report need not be made of any conviction involv-
ing the illegal parking or standing of a vehicle.
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Said abstract must be made upon a form furnished by the director
of licenses and shall include the name and address of the party
charged, the number, if any, of his operator’s or chauffeur’s license,
the registration number of the vehicle involved, the nature of the
offense, the date of hearing, the plea, the judgment, or whether bail
forfeited and the amount of the fine or forefeiture as the case may be.

Every court of record shall also forward a like report to the
director upon the conviction of any person of manslaughter or other
felony in the commission of which a vehicle was used.

The failure of any such judicial officer to comply with any of
the requirements of this section shall constitute misconduct in
office and shall be grounds for removal therefrom.

The director shall keep all abstracts received hereunder at his
office in Olympia and the same shall be open to public inspection
during reasonable business hours.

Venue in all justice courts shall be before one of the two nearest
justices of the peace in incorporated cities and towns nearest to the
point the violation allegedly occurred: Provided, That in counties
of class A and of the first class such cases may be tried in the county
seat at the request of the defendant.

It shall be the duty of the officer, prosecuting attorney or city
attorney signing the charge or information in any case involving
a charge of driving under the influence of intoxicating liquor or
any narcotic drug immediately to make request to the director of
licenses for an abstract of convictions and forfeitures which the
director shall furnish.

If an operator has a record of two or more convictions or for-
feitures of the offense of operating a vehicle under the influence of
or affected by the use of intoxicating liquor or any narcotic drug
within a five year period, he shall, upon conviction, be fined not
less than one hundred dollars and not more than one thousand
dollars, and shall be sentenced to not less than thirty days and not
more than one year in the county jail and neither fine nor sentence
shall be suspended; and the court shall revoke the operator’s license.

If the operator at the time of the offense charged was without
an operator’s license because of a previous suspension or revocation,
the minimum mandatory jail sentence and fine shall be ninety days
in the county jail and a two hundred dollar fine. The penalty so
imposed shall not be suspended.

46.52.110 Stolen and abandoned vehicles—Reports of—Notice—
Sale—Violations, penalties. It shall be the duty of the sheriff of
every county, the chief of police or chief police officer of every
incorporated city and town of this state, constables and members
of the Washington state patrol to report immediately to the chief
of the Washington state patrol all motor vehicles reported to them
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as stolen or recovered, upon forms to be provided by the chief of
the Washington state patrol.

In the event that any motor vehicle reported as stolen has been
recovered, the person so reporting the same as stolen shall be
guilty of a misdemeanor unless he shall report the recovery thereof
to the sheriff, chief of police, or other chief police officer to whom
such motor vehicle was reported as stolen.

Upon receipt of such information the chief of the Washington
state patrol shall file the same in a “stolen vehicle index.” He
shall also file any reports of vehicles stolen in other states and re-
ported to him as such. It shall be the duty of the chief of the Wash-
ington state patrol to keep a file record of all vehicles reported
to him as recovered.

The chief of the Washington state patrol shall publish at least
once a month a list of all vehicles reported as stolen and not re-
ported as having been recovered and all abandoned vehicles and
forward a copy of such list to every sheriff in this state, the chief of
police or chief police officer of every incorporated city and town
with a population in excess of three thousand inhabitants, each
member of the Washington state patrol and the cognizant state
officer of each state in the United States.

Such information shall be provided by the chief of the Washing-
ton state patrol for the use of the director of licenses as will permit
the director of licenses to check the motor or serial number set forth
in any application for certificate of ownership or certificate of license
registration against such “stolen vehicle index” and no such certifi-
cates shall be issued upon any vehicle recorded as stolen and the
director of licenses shall immediately inform the chief of the
Washington state patrol of any application upon any such vehicle.

It shall be the duty of the sheriff of every county, the chief of
police or chief police officer of each incorporated city and town,
members of the Washington state patrol and constables to report to
the chief of the Washington state patrol all vehicles found aban-
doned on a public highway or at any other place and the same shall
be taken into the custody of the sheriff of the county wherein found
abandoned and stored and the same shall, for the purposes of listing
the same, be considered as a recovered vehicle. Personal notice that
such vehicle has been found abandoned shall be forwarded to the
registered and legal owners of such vehicle if any record of regis-
tered or legal owner thereof exists in this state. In the event there
appears to be a registered or legal ownership thereof in another state
the sheriff shall send notice thereof to the official having cognizance
of issuing legal or registered ownerships in such other state. If, at the
expiration of forty-five days from the date of mailing such notices,
the vehicle remains unclaimed and has not been reported as a stolen
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vehicle, then the same may be sold at public auction upon notice
published in one issue of a paper of general circulation in the county
in which such vehicle has been found abandoned, such publication
to describe the vehicle and set forth the place, date and time at
which such vehicle shall be put up for public auction, which date
shall be not sooner than three days following the date of such publi-
cation. Any surplus accruing at said sale after deducting the cost of
placing the vehicle in custody, advertising and selling the same, shall
be held for the owner a period of ten days and if not claimed by the
expiration thereof shall be certified one-half to the county treasurer
of such county to be placed in the county current expense fund and
one-half to the state treasurer to be credited to the highway safety
fund.

Any vehicle left in a garage for storage more than fifteen days
where the same has not been left by the registered owner under a
contract of storage and has not during such period been removed by
the person leaving the same shall be an abandoned vehicle and shall
be delivered to the sheriff of the county with notice of such fact.
Any garage keeper failing to report such fact to the sheriff and
tender delivery to him of such vehicle at the end of fifteen days shall
thereby forfeit any claims for the storage of such vehicle. All such
vehicles considered abandoned by being left in a garage shall be
disposed of in accordance with the procedure prescribed above for
abandoned vehicles.

Except for the forfeiture of claim for storage as set forth herein
for failure to report vehicle left in excess of fifteen days, nothing in
this section shall be construed to impair any lien for storage accru-
ing to a garage keeper under other law of this state.

46.52.120 Case record of convictions—Cross reference to acci-
dent reports. It shall be the duty of the director of licenses to keep
a case record on every motor vehicle operator licensed under the
laws of this state, together with information on each, showing all
the convictions certified by the courts and an index cross reference
record of each accident reported relating to such individuals with
a brief statement of the cause of such accident, which index cross
reference record shall be furnished to the director of licenses, by
the chief of the Washington state patrol, with reference to each
operator involved in the reported accidents. Such records shall be
for the confidential use of the director of licenses and the chief of
the Washington state patrol and for such peace officers or other
cognizant public officials as may be designated by law. Such case
records shall not be offered as evidence in any court except in case
appeal is taken from the order of director of licenses, suspending,
revoking, canceling, or refusing vehicle operator’s license. It shall
be the duty of the director of licenses to tabulate and analyze vehi-
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cle operators’ case records and to suspend, revoke, cancel, or refuse
any vehicle operator’s license to any person when it is deemed from
facts contained in the case record of such person that it is for the
best interest of public safety that such person be denied the privi-
lege of operating a motor vehicle. Whenever the director of licenses
may order the vehicle operator’s license of any such person sus-
pended, revoked, or canceled, or shall refuse the issuance of vehicle
operator’s license, such suspension, revocation, cancellation, or re-
fusal shall be final and effective unless appeal from the decision of
the director of licenses shall be taken as provided by law.

Chapter 46.56

DRIVING DELINQUENCIES

46.56.010 Operating under influence